Burlington’s Government Youth FAQ
1. What type of government does the City of Burlington have?

Burlington has a Mayor-Council form of government. With this form of local government the
Mayor works with City Council, and citizens, to make decisions affecting the city.

Burlington is fortunate to have many active citizens that keep the city running smoothly by
serving on city council, city commission, various steering committees, and Neighborhood
Planning Assemblies. Without these volunteers Burlington’s City Government would not
function as efficiently.

2. What does the Mayor do?

The Mayor is the chief executive of administration and is responsible for the overall planning of
the city and answering to citizens’ concerns. City residents elect the Mayor every three years.

3. What does the City Council do?

City Council serves as the legislative body in the city government the Council has the authority
to make decisions that affect the city by voting on resolutions. Resolutions are written documents
that outline a decision or action that the city wishes to take. The Mayor is not part of the city
Council but does have the power to veto, meaning that he can block proposed actions. However,
the Mayor’s veto can be overturned if two-thirds of City Council votes in favor of overturning
the veto.

There are fourteen City Councilors, two from each Ward in the city. City councilors serve 2-year
terms. New councilors are elected every two years but the elections are staggered so that not all
city council seats come up for election in the same year. Only citizens who live in the Ward the
councilor is from vote for that seat in the election.

4. What do City Commissions do?

City commissions oversee the operations of city departments and deal with the department’s
current issues, general operations, budget, and personnel matters. Commission chairs must report
to the Mayor before making any final decisions.

5. How can citizens get involved?

Commissions are sounding boards for public opinion. Each commission meeting begins with a
public forum where citizens can come and voice their concerns directly. Citizens can also talk to
a city councilor about their concerns. Citizens can also run for city council or city commission
themselves and contribute to the City of Burlington.

6. How can Youth get involved?



Youth can become involved by joining City Hall’s Youth on Board program. (Link list of boards
and commissions) The Youth on Board program places motivated and energetic youth with
boards and commissions that serve the City. The Youth on Board program is a great way for
young people and students to become involved in the community and engaged in municipal
affairs.

(Link to boards and commissions)
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