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MEDIA RELEASE
	INCIDENT TYPE:
	DATE/TIME OF INCIDENT: 

	2nd Alarm Structure Fire
	06/16/16 @ 5:10PM

	INCIDENT NUMBER:
	LOCATION:

	16-0003287
	Country Club Road

	AUTHOR:
	CONTACT #:

	Assistant Fire Marshal Joe Keenan
	802-864-5577


NARRATIVE:


On Thursday 16 June 2016 at approximately 1710 hours the Burlington Fire Department Emergency Communications Center received a 9-1-1 call reporting a structure fire at the maintenance building on the grounds of the Burlington Country Club. The Shift Commander and Engine 1 arrived within 4 minutes of the alarm and identified heavy smoke pushing from around the doors and the eaves of the roof all across the building. Because of the limited access to the area and the large volume of grounds keeping equipment within the building a second alarm was struck. An additional 23 off duty members responded to supplement the 20 on duty firefighters. The first arriving engine and ladder companies met heavy smoke conditions with zero visibility and a large equipment fleet which made access to the area of the fire challenging. The fire was extinguished within 30 minutes of arrival.

No firefighters or civilians were injured during the incident. The alarm was called in by a BCC employee who had been alerted to a motion detector activation by the security alarm monitoring company. He arrived moments later and discovered a large volume of smoke coming from the building. Emergency services coverage of the City of Burlington during this incident was provided by mutual aid personnel and apparatus from South Burlington, Winooski, and Mallets Bay Fire Departments. UVM Rescue was called to the scene to provide EMS coverage for the firefighters operating at the incident. The Burlington Fire Department is grateful for their assistance.

This fire originated within the 6000 square foot equipment storage bay adjacent to the office space. The area of origin was a barrel containing cleaning rags. Employees had been refinishing furniture with teak oil earlier in the day. The oil soaked rags self-heated and spontaneous combustion ignited the combustibles surrounding the barrel. The building is owned by the Burlington Country Club. A total value for the building and contents was unavailable; however the early notification by the caller and the rapid response of the Burlington Fire Department limited damage to the structure and contents to an estimated $75,000.

This incident was investigated by the Burlington Fire Marshal’s Office. The cause is listed as spontaneous combustion and classified as accidental. Citizens should be aware of the hazards posed by certain oil based finishes and care should be taken in disposing of rags and brushes used to apply them. Any questions regarding this incident should be directed to the Burlington Fire Marshal’s Office at 864-5577.
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