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BFD Officers attain International Professional Designation status  
 

Two Burlington Fire Department Officers recently completed a rigorous professional 

development process and have attained internationally recognized fire officer 

designations. Deputy Chief Robert Plante attained duel designations of Chief Fire Officer 

(CFO) and Chief EMS Officer (CEMSO), while Lieutenant Michael Curtin obtained his 

Fire Officer (FO) designation from the Center for Public Safety Excellence.  

 

The Commission on Professional Credentialing (CPC) met on October 4, 2016 to 

officially confer the Designations upon D.C. Plante and Lt. Curtin after both successfully 

met all of the criteria set forth by the CPC and the Center for Public Safety Excellence. 

These strict standards take into account both Officer's education, experiences, 

professional development, community involvement, and contributions to the profession 

of firefighting. These attributes are reviewed by a comprehensive peer review model to 

evaluate the candidates seeking this credential. To date, only 1,184 CFO's and 356 FO's 

have attained these designations worldwide.  

 

Both Officers far exceeded the standards and critical core competencies set forward by 

the Commission on Professional Credentialing and both will be an incredible asset to the 

Burlington Fire Department's ranks and to the citizens of the City of Burlington.  

 

Deputy Chief Plante has been with the Burlington Fire Department for 19 years and 

currently serves as the Shift Commander for B-Shift. Lieutenant Curtin has served the 

Burlington Fire Department for 14 years and is currently the Lieutenant assigned to 

Tower 1 on A-Shift.  

 

The CPC, an entity of the Center for Public Safety Excellence administers the CFO and 

FO Designation Programs. Members from academia, federal and local governments, fire 

services, and emergency medical services comprise the CPC. To learn more about this 

process and these programs visit: www.publicsafetyexcellence.org. 

 

 

                                            


