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MEDIA RELEASE
	INCIDENT TYPE:
	DATE/TIME OF INCIDENT:

	Second Alarm Structure Fire
	07/05/2016 @0100 hours

	INCIDENT NUMBER:
	LOCATION:

	16BFD-003689
	11-13 Henry Street

	AUTHOR:
	CONTACT #:

	Joseph Keenan, Assistant Fire Marshal
	802-864-6923


NARRATIVE:
On Tuesday morning, 05 July at 0100 hours, the Burlington Fire Department Dispatch Center received multiple

9-1-1 calls reporting a building fire at 11-13 Henry Street. The first engine arrived at 0103 hours and reported heavy fire venting from a window at the top of an exterior, enclosed stairway on the side of a two-story wood-framed structure. The first floor contains the Henry Street Deli, the second floor is comprised of two apartments. The incident commander struck a second alarm due to the proximity of the adjacent buildings, calling back 25 off-duty firefighters to supplement the 20 on-duty members. The fire was declared under control within 20 minutes of arrival.
Two occupants in the rear apartment were alerted to the fire by smoke alarms activating within their dwelling unit. They saw fire on the stairway outside of their living room and exited down the second stairway serving both apartments. The front apartment and the commercial occupancy on the first floor were unoccupied at the time of the fire.
No civilians or firefighters were injured during the incident. One cat and an iguana were evacuated by firefighters, however one cat perished. The occupants of both apartments were provided services by the American Red Cross. Mutual aid emergency coverage of Burlington was provided by South Burlington, Winooski, and Mallets Bay Fire Departments. UVM Rescue responded to the scene to provide EMS coverage during the incident.

The property is valued at $364,400 according to City of Burlington property database records. The loss due to fire and water damage of the building and business contents is estimated to be $100,000. 
The fire was investigated by the Burlington Fire Marshal’s Office. The origin and cause of the fire was determined to be careless disposal of smoking materials at the top of the stairway on the east side of the building and is classified as accidental. Residents are reminded to be absolutely sure that their cigarettes are disposed of in a metal container outside of a building.
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