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Hello, my name is Steven Locke and I am the Fire Chief for the Burlington Fire Department.  When I came on as Chief early this year, my first priority was taking an inventory of the assets and liabilities of the Department.  The Burlington Fire Department possesses many strengths, including a highly trained, dedicated and professional staff, yet there is an obvious and chronic weakness in the Department when it comes to its most vital equipment: its fire trucks and ambulances.
 
The Department’s trucks are used heavily on a daily basis to provide both fire and medical services to our citizens. The Department averages over 20 emergency calls each day, and our trucks are always on the move, navigating the challenging traffic terrain of Burlington’s streets. Despite careful maintenance and care, this intense usage has simply worn them out.  As a result, we have at least one truck out of service on a daily basis. In fact, earlier this summer we were forced to borrow a truck from a neighboring department when two of ours were down for repairs for an extended time. 
 
While we have a very competent group of maintenance staff at Public Works, it is difficult to balance the public safety needs of our community with such an unreliable fleet of vehicles. The typical expected useful life for fire trucks we use in Burlington, given the climate and volume of calls, is about 10 years, but Burlington has extended its use of outdated equipment beyond this useful life, resulting in the chronic out of service issues we are experiencing now.
 
Now that the City Council has voted to support the capital improvement plan, I wanted to be sure that voters have the background information above as well as other information to consider when evaluating the need to replace the fire department fleet. The trucks proposed to be replaced were purchased in 2003 after a successful bond vote and are now over twelve years old.  
 
I have been asked if the Department needs a larger ladder truck because of the height of the proposed Burlington Town Center mall development. The answer is, quite simply, no. Because modern building and fire codes require robust fire suppression and escape features, we expect that a project built to current code standards will meet the needs of life safety in the event of a fire even without the use of ladder equipment. We expect that any changes to the mall will meet the requirements of the current fire code, which provides safeguards to all.
 
I have greatly enjoyed identifying and working together towards solutions to the challenges our Fire Department is facing, while making advances based on the many opportunities we have had in my time as Chief.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact me. I can be reached at slocke@burlingtonvt.gov.
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