
Ward 2 and 3 NPA 
Thursday, December 08, 2016 

Multi-Generational Center/Champlain Senior Center 
241 N. Winooski Ave.  

Draft Minutes 
Start 6:35pm 

 

Steering Committee Members present 

Patrick Johnson-Ward 2, Ryan McLaren-Ward 3, Andrew Champlain-Ward 2 

 

Announcements 

Marcy Esbjerg on Community Development Block Grant (CDBG). Need 2 volunteers from Wards 2 and 3. 

There are 1200 Cities that receive CDBG in the country but only Burlington uses citizen advisory. The 

Advisory will meet once a month starting Jan 26 once a month until April.  The meetings are 2.5 hours 

meeting with dinner.  There is a total of 11 people on the CDBG advisory board. One rep. from each 

Ward and Mayor gets 3 seats. Housing and Social agencies apply for CDBG. Individual projects are 

available for Wards through City Council.  Can contact Marcy at 865-7171 or email,  

mesbjerg@burlingtonvt.gov 

For more information about CDBG visit  https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/CEDO/CDBG-Program-Overview 

 

Great Streets Initiative, Megan Tuttle Comprehensive Planner with Planning and Zoning 

The Great Streets Initiative is a combination and implementation of plans and initiative’s such as 

Bike/Walk Plan, Imagine City Hall Park, Plan BTV downtown that have gone through public process and 

are adopted by Boards and Commissions. 

 

The Main Street Concept Plan will be focused on improvements to the public right of way, including 

sidewalks, street trees, storm water, lighting and bike facilities. The design work for City Hall Park will 

advance concept plans that emerged from the 2012 Imagine City Hall Park Process. This initiative includes the 

development of standards for our downtown streets, as well as plans for the redesign of Main Street, St. Paul 

Street, and City Hall Park. Looking to re-orient parking from diagonal to parallel and have wider sidewalks.  

Looking at intersections and spaces that aren’t being used to maximize usage and use permeable 

materials. Team is looking at minimal congestion of Main Street.  Also improving pedestrian and vehicle 

line of sight of each other. 

 

The Park has always been a central patio feature with a water fountain and looking to update based on 

current needs and modern day usage.  Today’s use has a lot of usage and activity which is impacting tree 

health and soil compaction and erosion.  Looking to see how to remediate this.  The condition has 

cracked sidewalks and cement is eroding.  Another element of this, is to make pathways ADA standard.  

 

Will have a concept plan lay out in early year.  The project is anticipated in early 2018.  

Will have to through zoning and go through public works, review, and then approve by City Council.   

 

Visit the website www.GreatStreetsBTV.com for more information. Public comment will be accepted until 

Dec. 16, 2017  

 

mailto:mesbjerg@burlingtonvt.gov
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/CEDO/CDBG-Program-Overview
http://www.greatstreetsbtv.com/


Keep the Park Green, Lynn Martin and Carolyn Bates 

City Hall Park concept will have no edges so it’s calming. In this park there are people who are troubled 

and need a calming place. Need to keep the fountain central but will replace the current fountain.  

Will have rain garden, curving paths, game tables. There will be BCA outdoor exhibition that will get 

people to go inside BCA. There will be a park bathrooms which people will pay and get 15mins.  Will 

have play area for children with splash area, hop scotch, and garden maze.  Want to keep apple tree and 

have farmer’s market set up around the park instead of inside the park. The park will also will be 

educational with different type of trees such as an Alligator Tree where a Parks Attendant can give tour 

guides. The park used to be a place of community meet ups. Don’t want large events to minimize the 

damage so the park remains a sanctuary. Will want historic lights on path and in the fountain that are 

LED and also solar.  This is plan that is different from City Hall.  Materials will be permeable so there’s no 

run off. For more information visit Facebook page, Keep City Hall Park Historic 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=keep%20city%20hall%20park%20historic 

FB page has public comment section. 

 

City Council updates 

Jane Knodell-Created an ad-hoc committee to review Sanctuary Cities and what it will mean for 

Burlington if become a Sanctuary City. There is a report on inclusionary zoning to be released in January 

and this report will come to the Community Development and Neighborhood Revitalization Committee. 

The purpose of inclusionary zoning is to eliminate social economic segregation and also analyzes the 

impact of market rate housing. New Moran has an RFP out which includes food, community and event 

spaces. This was approved through TIF for 6millions. If can’t come up with a proposal that works will be 

looking to demolish New Moran. Ban smoking will be coming out. Town Center final agreement should 

be coming out soon too and open for public comment.  This will have job creation, workforce housing, 

community space. This will happen before DRB.  There has been no formal process for permit. 

 

Max Tracy-Approved infrastructure bond for City. The City has done evaluation of sidewalks and assign 

location and deficiency. Also will see where most used and worst used.  Now that this has been 

approved can implement walk/bike plan. This plan takes what is existing to look at bike network that 

connected and enhance pedestrian safety. Final approval will come in wintertime by City Council.  

Planbtvwalkbike.org 

 

Sara Giannoni-Looking at the role of Police commission and what their role will be. Especially in 

reviewing BPD with those who don’t historically have great interaction with the police. In January will 

look at housing providers are handling mental house evictions.  The concern is how eviction is delivered.  

Working with mental health community.   

 

Liz Miller-Burlington School District 

There is 65 million of capital improvement deferred maintenance that needs to happen. Haven’t had a 

solid maintenance plan. Capital plan and bond will be on March ballot to be voted on.  

The property tax will fund the school Bond. Superintendent will present on draft budget soon. 

The school board will put a tax increase on ballot due to 4 million of cuts that the District endured due 

to Legislative change on education funding. School Budget will be up and 4 Commissioners term will be 

up.  

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=keep%20city%20hall%20park%20historic


 

This is great to be a sanctuary City because the diversity District. Families coming to live here from other 

countries are Vermont’s labor force. Priority of District is reading by 3rd grade. Math gets a lot of 

attention and trying to reach a boarder reach. Have returned math coach in elementary especially in 

Flynn.    

 

Meeting End at 8:50pm 

Minutes submitted by Phet Keomanyvanh 

CEDO-Community Development Specialist-Public Engagement  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

        

 

      

 

  

  

 

 

    

 

 

 


