
planBTV:
Burlington  Municipal Development Plan 

reviewing the current goals of

Presentation to: Conservation Board

April 2, 2018



Current planBTV Review  |   Presented to Conservation Board  April 2, 2018 2

What’s in planBTV?
planBTV: Municipal Development Plan is the city-wide plan directing 

land use policy and decision-making for the next 10-20 years.
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Vision of a Sustainable Burlington 

planBTV Vision: 
• Burlington is a sustainable 

core community at the heart 
of our region, and

• in order to support such 
hallmarks of sustainability, it 
must grow, while

• benefits and burdens of 
growth are balanced in a 
way that accommodates the 
needs of our current and 
future population, without 
threatening Burlington’s 
celebrated character.

Development Principles: 
• support & strengthen 

neighborhoods
• Concentrate mixed-use, dense 

development downtown, in 
neighborhood activity centers, 
and institutional core campuses

• Protection & stewardship of 
natural areas & open space

• Respect architectural & cultural 
history

• Long-term solutions over short-
term fixes for community needs

• Working partnerships between 
government, non-profits, 
institutions, and businesses

• Increase participation in 
decision-making
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• Objectives, policies, and programs 
to guide future growth and 
development of land, public services, 
and other facilities, and to protect 
the environment

• Land use plan, including current and 
prospective land uses, their locations 
and intensity

• Housing element, addresses low and 
moderate income housing needs

• Economic development element that 
presents economic conditions and 
identifies the location, type and scale 
of desired economic development

• Transportation plan, showing all 
existing and proposed modes

Municipal Planning in Vermont
planBTV has been prepared according to Vermont statute, to address at the local 

level a series of common statewide goals. These plan requirements include:

• Education facilities plan including a 
map, and present and projected uses

• Utility and Facility plan identifying 
present and prospective education, 
recreation, government, medical, and 
utility resources

• Energy plan identifying energy 
resources, conservation, and 
renewable resources

• Policies for preservation of rare and 
irreplaceable natural areas, scenic 
and historic features and resources

• Flood resilience plan that identifies 
hazard areas designated for 
protection
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Sample policies/actions: 
• Identify and prioritize the 

protection of significant natural 
areas and open spaces 

• Support conservation and public 
education efforts 

• Identify and map hazardous 
waste sites, significant natural 
areas, open space, and priority 
areas for protection 

• Develop and implement best 
management practices to reduce 
and treat storm water runoff 

• Continue to implement the 
remediation and Interim 
Stewardship Plan for the Urban 
Reserve

Natural Environment Chapter
The Plan envisions:

natural environment as a fundamental asset 
essential to our health, quality of life, and future 
development

public and private investments have improved 
water, air, soil, and filtration systems

commitment to reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
and improving water quality

signifiant natural areas, community forests, 
wildlife corridors, and important natural systems 
are permanently protected for current and future 
generations

natural areas, parks, and greenbelts compliment 
development throughout the fabric of the city


