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DRAFT 
 

TO:  Melanie Needle, Senior Planner, CCRPC  

FROM:  Meagan Tuttle, Comprehensive Planner 

DATE:  June 13, 2017 

RE:  Burlington Planning Commission Input on Municipal Data Guide 

 

The Planning Commission and its Long Range Planning Committee discussed the draft Municipal Data 

Guide developed for Burlington, and has provided the following comments in response to the questions 

in the April 30,2017 memo for consideration by the CCRPC’s Long Range Planning Energy Sub-

Committee. Additionally, information provided by the Burlington Electric Department on current and 

projected energy usage by resource from the Integrated Resource Plan is attached. 

 

1. Questions and comments on the Municipal Energy Data Guide: 

 The methodology for presenting current energy usage and renewable energy generation 

provided by the state and CCRPC is understood. However, this methodology distorts the picture 

of what municipalities are actually generating and using; in fact, other municipalities are being 

credited for renewable energy generation investments that the City of Burlington has made and 

which supply the City of Burlington (independent of its REC sales/purchases). Furthermore, the 

data does not seem to accurately reflect the current level of generation of some of these 

resources. Please refer to attached data from Burlington Electric Department to update this guide.  

 

 Per staff at Burlington Electric Department, the current Renewable Energy MWh 2050 targets for 

Burlington may not be in line with projections included in BED’s Integrated Resource Plan. It 

should be clarified if this target is considered to be a net increase in renewable energy generation, 

or a total generation. Today, Burlington’s renewable energy portfolio is generating just over 

350,000 MWh, which is similar to the high-range 2050 projection from the data guide. If this is 

meant to be net, this means Burlington will need to double the amount of renewable energy 

generation over the next 30 years. The low-range 2050 projection, with some modifications, 

seems to be more achievable, even when considering anticipated strategic electrification 

initiatives. This is aided by the fact that the City maintains policies regarding compact infill 

development that lends to a smaller per capita energy footprint. 

 

2. Constraint Tables- Burlington’s Local Constraints: 

 Due to the ongoing conversation by the CCRPC’s Energy Subcommittee regarding the Regional 

Energy Plan’s policy statement on locating renewable energy generation on sites with known 

constraints, the local constraints identified by the Planning Commission should be considered 

“possible constraints” rather than “known constraints.”  

 Per comments previously submitted by the Planning Commission, the Designated Downtown and 

Neighborhood Development Areas and should be added to the “Possible Constraints” table. It is 
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staff’s understanding that the state has agreed to acknowledge state designated growth areas as 

a constraint for energy planning purposes.  

 The intent of the identification of sites in the City to be added to the “base” areas map 

(communication from December 2016) was to ensure that those sites, which had identified 

constraints by the State, were not removed completely from the maps of potential areas that 

could accommodate renewable energy generation. This intent was confused slightly by the shift 

from “base” and “prime” areas to “potential” and “known” constraints. Therefore, the Urban 

Reserve, Rock Point, and Barge Canal should be removed from the list of local possible 

constraints.  

 

3. Preferred Sites for Renewable Energy Generation: 

 Without broader public input on preferred sites, the Planning Commission is not prepared to offer 

extensive input on this question at this time. However, the Commission would like for Landfill Park 

in the Burlington Intervale to be identified as a preferred site. The Commission will include a 

discussion of any other preferred sites as part of its Municipal Development Plan update.  

 With this in mind, the Planning Commission has no objections to the “automatically preferred 

sites” identified by the state, including rooftops and other built structures, parking lots, previously 

developed sites, brownfields and Superfund sites among others. In fact, built structures may 

provide the majority of future capacity within the City of Burlington for expanding renewable 

energy generation infrastructure. Per staff at Burlington Electric Department, small net-metered 

solar projects, or even a 150-500 kWh project on industrial land/building or other previously 

disturbed land could have the potential to help reduce load on the current BED system.  

 

4. ECOS Plan Policy on Renewable Energy Generation Constraints: 

 Due to the ongoing conversation by the CCRPC’s Energy Subcommittee regarding the Regional 

Energy Plan’s policy statement on locating renewable energy generation on sites with known 

constraints, and public service board input on this issue, the Planning Commission does not feel 

comfortable providing comment on this issue until the CCRPC receives feedback from the state.  

 

5. Local Energy Planning Assistance: 

 In consultation with the CCRPC regarding the upcoming readoption of Burlington’s Municipal 

Development Plan, the Climate Action Plan component includes many of the elements of an 

enhanced energy plan. Paired with updated municipal data and preferred site maps, Burlington’s 

updated Municipal Development Plan would likely meet the criteria for an enhanced energy plan. 

Therefore, the Planning Commission is not seeking local energy planning assistance from the 

CCRPC in FY18. As the Regional Energy Plan draft evolves, the City may or may not pursue 

positive certification of the Municipal Development Plan by the Dept. of Public Service.   


