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AGENDA 

I. Agenda 

II. Public Forum- Time Certain 6:30 p.m.  

 
III. Report of the Chair 

 
IV. Report of the Director 

V. CCRPC FY18 Annual Report  
Commissioner Montroll will share highlights from the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission’s FY18 

Annual Report for Burlington. The Annual Report is included on pages 2-10. 

Staff Recommendation: No action is required; this item is for informational purposes only.   

VI. Proposed CDO Amendment: Article 7- Signs 
The Planning Commission will continue discussing a proposed amendment to the Burlington Comprehensive 

Development Ordinance to update the standards for signs in Article 7, included on pages 11-61. 

Staff Recommendation: The Commission should dicuss the updated draft ordinance presented by staff, 

and take action to warn the amendment for public hearing.   

VII. 2019 Update to planBTV  
The Planning Commission will continue its discussion of the updated planBTV and the schedule for posting and 

reviewing the draft. Information related to the plan update is available at: https://planbtv-

burlingtonvt.opendata.arcgis.com/pages/document-library  

Staff Recommendation: No action is required. The Commission is invited to share comments and 

feedback to support the development of content for the plan update.   

VIII. Committee Reports  

a. Executive Committee 

b. Ordinance Committee 

c. Long Range Planning Committee 

IX. Commissioner Items 

a. The next regular meeting will be on Tuesday, September 25, 2018 at 6:30pm.  

X. Minutes & Communications 

The Commission will review and approve the minutes of the August 28, 2018 meeting, enclosed on pages 62-

63 of the agenda packet.  

XI. Adjourn 

Note: times given are 

approximate unless 

otherwise noted. 

http://www.burlingtonvt.gov/pz
https://planbtv-burlingtonvt.opendata.arcgis.com/pages/document-library
https://planbtv-burlingtonvt.opendata.arcgis.com/pages/document-library
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FY2018 ANNUAL REPORT  
CITY of BURLINGTON  

 
The Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC) is a political subdivision of the State 
created by the municipalities of Chittenden County in 1966 for the development of policies, plans and 
programs that address regional issues and opportunities in Chittenden County. Its vision is to be a pre-
eminent, integrated regional organization that plans for healthy, vibrant communities, economic 
development, and efficient transportation of people and goods while improving the region’s livability. 
The CCRPC serves as the region’s federally designated metropolitan planning organization (MPO) and is 
responsible to all citizens of the region to ensure the implementation of the best regional and 
transportation plan for Chittenden County. The CCRPC also provides technical and planning assistance 
to its member municipalities and the Vermont Agency of Transportation (VTrans). 
 
The CCRPC is governed by a 29-member board consisting of one representative from each of the 
County’s 19 municipalities; transportation representatives from VTrans, Green Mountain Transit 
(GMT), Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Burlington 
International Airport (BIA), and a rail industry representative; and, at-large members representing the 
interests of agriculture; environmental conservation; business; and housing/socio-economic. The 
legislative body of each Chittenden County municipality selects its own representative and alternate. 
The full CCRPC selects the at-large representatives. 
 
The CCRPC appreciates the continued opportunity to work with its municipal members to plan 
appropriately for the region’s future to protect and improve the special quality of life that is shared 
throughout Chittenden County. In FY18, the CCRPC invested more than $5.7 million in regional land 
use, transportation, emergency management, energy, natural resources, public engagement, training, 
and technical assistance. The program leverages more than $5.3 million in Federal and State 
investment with $245,000 in municipal dues and another $132,000 in local match for specific 
projects—a 14:1 return on local investment. 
 
City of Burlington representatives to the CCRPC Board and other committees in FY18 were: 

• CCRPC representative – Andy Montroll 
• CCRPC alternate – Rob Fish 
• Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) – Nicole Losch 
• Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) – David White 
• Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC) – Jenna Calvi 
• MS4 Subcommittee – Jenna Calvi 
• All-Hazard Mitigation Plan Update Committee – Seth Lasker, Robert Plante, Peter Brown 
• Bicycle/Pedestrian Committee – Nicole Losch

 

110 West Canal Street, Suite 202 
Winooski, Vermont 05404-2109 
802-846-4490 
www.ccrpcvt.org 
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Specific activities the CCRPC is engaged in with the City of Burlington, as well as some of CCRPC’s 
regional activities, are discussed in the following sections. 

 
 

In FY2018, the CCRPC provided assistance to Burlington on the following projects and initiatives: 
 

• Railyard Enterprise Project (REP) – The purpose of this project is to develop a network of 
multimodal streets connecting Pine St. and Battery St. to support economic development in the 
railyard enterprise area; improve livability of the surrounding neighborhoods; enhance 
multimodal travel; and improve connections to the railyard. In FY17, the City and VTrans 
decided to further evaluate, through Supplemental Scoping, the risks and opportunities of 
delivering the simplest of the REP alternatives (Alt 1B) using local and state funds only. In FY18 
the project team further investigated the benefits and impacts of three variants of Alt 1B, 
developed railyard plans for reconfigured operations, evaluated necessary stormwater 
improvements in the project area, investigated possible mitigation strategies for historic and 
archaeological impacts, and created an evaluation matrix that includes estimated costs for the 
three Alt 1B alignments. For more information please go to: https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-
work/transportation/current-projects/scoping/railyard-enterprise-project/. Total REP 
Supplemental Scoping consultant costs: $112,000. 

• Winooski Avenue Corridor Study – Preliminary traffic assessment of the impacts of modifying 
one-way segments of Winooski Avenue or converting segments to two-way vehicular traffic 
was completed in FY17 and results of this effort will inform the corridor study that was initiated 
in FY18. The goal of the study is to develop an actionable plan that includes short and long term 
transportation improvement strategies to address multimodal safety, capacity, and connectivity 
throughout the corridor. In FY18, CCRPC staff worked collaboratively with the City to finalize 
the scope of work, hire a consultant, organize a project advisory committee, develop a public 
involvement plan and started to conducted stakeholder outreach. For more information please 
go to: https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/corridors-
circulation/winooski-avenue-corridor-study/. Consultants costs in FY18: $88,000 and 
anticipated total consultant costs (FY18 and FY19): $168,000. 

• Shelburne Street Signal Assessment Project in Burlington (I-189 to Prospect Pkwy) – The 
CCRPC partnered with the City to evaluate traffic operations for five signalized intersections on 
Shelburne Street (US7) in Burlington from the junction of I-189 to Prospect Pkwy.  The goal of 
the project was to improve traffic signal operations through optimization and coordination to 
effectively address vehicular congestion and mobility issues for all users. The project was 
completed in June with the development of a signal timing plan for existing conditions and 
future traffic conditions. Consultant cost: $15,000. 

• Winooski River Bridge Scoping – Beginning in the spring of 2017 and extending through the fall 
of 2018, the CCRPC, along with the cities of Burlington and Winooski and a wide range of  
stakeholders, initiated a scoping study to evaluate rehabilitation and reconstruction 
alternatives that provide adequate vehicle capacity and improve walk/bike infrastructure on 
the Winooski River Bridge. In FY18, CCRPC staff worked with the consultant and advisory 
committee to evaluate bridge reconstruction scenarios and a traffic impact analysis, held the 
local concerns and alternatives presentation meetings, coordinated with state officials with 

CITY OF BURLINGTON ACTIVITIES  

https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/scoping/railyard-enterprise-project/
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/scoping/railyard-enterprise-project/
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/corridors-circulation/winooski-avenue-corridor-study/
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/corridors-circulation/winooski-avenue-corridor-study/
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regards to the bridge alternatives, historic preservation and natural resource impacts, and 
developed an alternatives evaluation matrix. For more information go to: 
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/scoping/winooski-river-
bridge-scoping-study/. Total consultant cost (multiyear contract): $180,644. 

• Colchester Avenue / Riverside Avenue / Barrett Street / Mill Street Intersection – Continuing 
work that begun in FY17, this scoping study will provide preferred short and long-term 
alternatives to improve the safety, efficiency and multi- modal access to and through the 
intersection. For more information please go to: https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-
work/transportation/current-projects/scoping/colchester-riverside-intersection-scoping-study/.  
Total consultant cost: $71,000 

• Intervale Road Pedestrian and Bicycle Access Feasibility – The CCRPC, City of Burlington and a 
project consultant have partnered on a study to identify walk/bike improvements along 
Intervale Road. The study corridor has become increasingly busy with a mix of vehicular traffic, 
farm vehicles, large trucks and pedestrians/bicyclists. The study will analyze existing conditions, 
consider future developments and make recommendations on ways to enhance safety for all 
users of the roadway. In FY18, the Scope of Work and budget were finalized, a local concerns 
meeting was held, a series of draft project alternatives were developed, and an alternatives 
presentation was facilitated. Total consultant amount: $60,000.      

• Burlington Amtrak: Overnight Storage Study – The CCRPC, City of Burlington, and VTrans are 
collaborating on a study to identify an overnight storage and servicing location in Burlington for 
the future Amtrak passenger train, which is currently scheduled to begin service to Burlington 
in 2021 or 2022. Five sites in Burlington were evaluated by a consultant, with oversight 
provided by a technical steering committee. Two public meetings were held to present the five 
selected sites, evaluation criteria, results and ranking of the sites based on the evaluation. For 
more information please go to: https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-
projects/scoping/burlington-amtrak-overnight-storage-study/. Total consultant cost: $59,248.      

• Transportation Demand Management Assistance –  
o Continued to support the Burlington Walk Bike Council, Open Streets BTV and pop-up bike 

demo events 
o Supported our partners in resident and business outreach by CarShare Vermont and bike 

commuter workshops and technical assistance by Local Motion 
o Provided planning assistance for a Vermont Lake Monsters summer walk/bike event  

• Chittenden County Brownfields Program – The CCRPC manages this program to help properties 
that are vacant or underutilized because of potential petroleum or hazardous substance 
contamination become productive again. Since the fall of 2016, using EPA grants funds, the 
program has provided $144,215 to assess contamination at nine properties in Burlington:  316 
Flynn Avenue (Redstone Apartments); 400 Pine Street/20 Howard Street (Unsworth 
Properties); 339 Pine Street (Railyard Enterprise Project); 56 and 58 North Avenue (Sarah 
Holbrook Center); Lake Street (Waterfront Park); 314 North Winooski (Champlain 
Transmission);  75 Briggs Street (Petra Cliffs); 207 Flynn Avenue (City Market); and 453 Pine 
Street (near Barge Canal). For more information, visit https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-
work/economic-development/brownfields/.    

• FEMA Pre-Disaster Mitigation – CCRPC staff worked in early 2018 with municipal staff to 
prepare a 2017 Progress Report on the implementation of the actions recommended in the 

https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/scoping/winooski-river-bridge-scoping-study/
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/scoping/winooski-river-bridge-scoping-study/
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/scoping/colchester-riverside-intersection-scoping-study/
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/scoping/colchester-riverside-intersection-scoping-study/
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/scoping/burlington-amtrak-overnight-storage-study/
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/scoping/burlington-amtrak-overnight-storage-study/
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/economic-development/brownfields/
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/economic-development/brownfields/
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Burlington’s municipal All-Hazard Mitigation Plan. Typically, these were roadway and 
stormwater projects to mitigate the impacts of future severe rainstorms. 

• Emergency Management – LEOP: CCRPC staff offered assistance in Spring 2018 with the annual 
local emergency operations plan (LEOP) to ensure that Burlington is prepared in the event of a 
disaster. 

• Stormwater Planning – The CCRPC provided support to Burlington through the management of 
the Rethink Runoff program (http://rethinkrunoff.org/) to facilitate multi-municipal 
cooperation to comply with ANR MS-4 stormwater permit requirements for public education 
and involvement.  

• Municipal Roads General Permit (MRGP) Compliance and Water Quality Planning Assistance: 
The CCRPC continued to provide assistance to all member municipalities to address policy, data, 
and reporting issues to meet the MRGP requirements. CCRPC staff completed the GIS database 
buildout of hydrologically connected outlets. The CCRPC and City partnered on the following 
projects:  

o Stone Environmental was hired to conduct a Stormwater Feasibility Study for the 
Railyard Enterprise Project area. Total consultant cost: $25,000. 

o Watershed Consulting Associates was hired to develop conceptual plans for an MRGP-
related stormwater/roadway improvement project. Total consultant cost: $5,000. 

• Grants-in-Aid: CCRPC staff coordinated with the City to assist in planning for a grants-in-aid 
project, although no project was ultimately implemented. Staff also provided assistance with 
planning for future grants-in-aid cycles.  

• Lake Champlain Byway – As part of the Byway (www.lakechamplainbyway.com) of which the 
City is a member, staff continued to promote improvements to traveler information and to 
interpretation of the area’s historic, recreational and scenic resources. 

• Burlington Parks Recreation and Waterfront (BPRW) Story Map – The goal of this project was 
to make the status and work schedule of BPRW projects publicly accessible through online 
visuals such as maps, design sketches and photographs. CCRPC staff worked with City staff to 
design and implement an intuitive and accessible online ArcGIS Story Map to better inform the 
public about ongoing projects.  

• Traffic Counts – The CCRPC provides extensive intersection, roadway (Average Annual Daily 
Traffic), and Bicycle & Pedestrian counts every year in support of Burlington’s transportation 
projects and initiatives (http://vtrans.ms2soft.com/).   

• Municipal Infrastructure Inventories – Pavement and guardrail inventories were completed. 
• Technical Assistance – CCRPC staff provided a variety of technical assistance to the City 

including: 
o Reviewed the timeline for the development of the City’s new Municipal Development Plan; 
o Participated in meetings to support the Burlington Land Use Policy Group; 
o Participated in Burlington's Inclusionary Zoning Working Group public hearing; 
o Worked with the City to submit updated street network changes for placement into the 

VTrans Town Highway Maps; 
o Set up traffic counters and video detection equipment as part of the proposed Old North 

End Greenway; 
o Compiled South End crash data to assist with an update to PlanBTV South End. 

http://rethinkrunoff.org/
http://vtrans.ms2soft.com/
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The TIP (http://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/our-plans/transportation-improvement-program/) is a 
prioritized, multi-year list of transportation projects in Chittenden County. To receive federal funds, 
each transportation project, program or operation must be authorized through the TIP. Burlington 
projects included in the TIP are listed below. These projects are also identified in the FY2019 Vermont 
Agency of Transportation Capital Program for design or construction.  

• Burlington Train Station Platform - $1.8 million to modify Burlington train station platform to 
accommodate AMTRAK service with construction planned for 2020. 

• Champlain Elementary Pedestrian Crossing Improvements - $394,860 VTrans 
Bicycle/Pedestrian Program award for 2019 construction of 365 feet of sidewalk and improved 
crossings on Birchcliff Parkway and Locust Street 

• Champlain Parkway - $29.5 million project with construction scheduled to begin in 2019  
• North Avenue Crosswalks - 2015 VTrans Transportation Alternatives award of $220,000 to 

construct five pedestrian crossings of North Avenue in 2019 
• Railyard Enterprise Project - $11.5 million for multimodal transportation infrastructure 

improvements between the Pine Street corridor and the Burlington Waterfront South area with 
preliminary engineering scheduled for 2022 

• Shelburne Street Roundabout - $8.2 million for roundabout to be constructed at Shelburne 
St/South Willard St/St. Paul St in 2020/2021 

• Colchester Avenue Shared Use Path - 2014 Sidewalk grant (100,000), 2015 Sidewalk grant 
($108,350), and 2015 VTrans Bicycle/Pedestrian award ($77,840) to design and construct in 
2019 a shared use path on Colchester Avenue from Mansfield Avenue to South Prospect Street 

• Rail Crossing Safety Improvements - College Street - $1.4 million for rail crossing safety 
improvements at College Street 

• Stormwater Management Improvements on Main Street - $594,000 to complete stormwater 
improvements in FY20. Includes $475,000 VTrans Municipal Highway and Stormwater 
Mitigation Program award. 

 
 
 

• ECOS Plan and Annual Report – The ECOS Plan is the combined Regional Plan, Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan, and Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy for Chittenden 
County and was readopted in 2018 with major updates to the energy, transportation and 
economic development sections:  

o 2018 ECOS Plan: http://www.ecosproject.com/2018-ecos-plan/ 
o Summary: http://www.ecosproject.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/2018-

ECOS-Plan-Summary_20180807_FINAL.pdf  
o The 2017 Annual Report highlights regional accomplishments, trends, and high 

priority actions: http://www.ecosproject.com/annual-report/ 
o The ECOS Scorecard is our online data platform that hosts the ECOS Partners’ shared 

measurement system that monitors how Chittenden County is doing with regard to 

Burlington Projects in the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

REGIONAL ACTIVITIES 

http://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/our-plans/transportation-improvement-program/
http://www.ecosproject.com/2018-ecos-plan/
http://www.ecosproject.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/2018-ECOS-Plan-Summary_20180807_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ecosproject.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/2018-ECOS-Plan-Summary_20180807_FINAL.pdf
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achieving our shared ECOS goals: 
https://app.resultsscorecard.com/Scorecard/Embed/8502 

• Legislative Forum – The CCRPC hosted the 2017 Legislative Breakfast in December as a forum 
for a short and focused conversation with local legislators and municipal representatives on key 
issues and topics important to area municipalities for the 2018-2019 legislative session, 
including: housing, water quality, and municipal shared services. 
(http://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/commission/policies-positions/)     

• Building Homes Together – The CCRPC, Champlain Housing Trust and Housing Vermont 
continue to lead a coordinated campaign to strengthen Chittenden County communities and 
our economy by building 3,500 homes by 2021 for people of all incomes, including 700 
affordable homes. CCRPC staff developed a series of housing indicators with the first-year data 
for a press conference that was held in September 2017. CCRPC also began to host a meeting of 
municipal Housing Committees to facilitate peer learning. 
(http://www.ecosproject.com/building-homes-together)   

• Clean Water – The CCRPC is committed to supporting water quality initiates throughout our 
region to ensure that all residents have access to clean drinking water; to strengthen our 
region’s recreation and tourism industry; and to become more resilient to flood events. To 
assist our member municipalities and the state in working together to achieve these goals, the 
CCRPC has facilitated the Clean Water Advisory Committee and the MS-4 Sub-Committee 
(https://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/committees/clean-water-advisory-committee/), provided 
guidance for the Vermont Clean Water Fund, worked with state officials to revise the grant 
manual for the Ecosystem Restoration Program, assisted municipalities with Better Roads 
grants and stormwater master plans, and participated in water quality-focused advocacy and 
education programs such as the Chittenden County Stream Team (http://rethinkrunoff.org/the-
stream-team/) and Lake Champlain International.  

• Public Health– The CCRPC supports and serves the Chittenden County Opioid Alliance (CCOA, 
http://www.ecosproject.com/chittenden-county-opioid-alliance) together with numerous other 
regional stakeholders. The CCOA is made up of many dedicated stakeholders who come from 
different sectors of the community and have partnered together: local non-profit agencies, 
state and local government; UVM Medical Center; Health Department; business leaders and 
community members in Chittenden County. CCRPC also served as the lead agency for the 
Regional Prevention Partnership (http://www.healthvermont.gov/alcohol-drug-
abuse/programs-services/prevention-programs). Accomplishments included expansion of drug 
take back locations, promoting drug take-back days, fake ID enforcement, and community 
education about substance use prevention. 

• Regional Dispatch Implementation – The CCRPC continues to work in partnership with 
Chittenden County municipalities to implement a plan for a consolidated regional dispatch 
environment for law enforcement, fire and rescue agencies. CCRPC staff facilitated discussions 
with municipal legislative bodies, participated in hearings with the Vermont Legislature’s 
Government Operations Committees and provided support to the Joint Survey Committee. 
Following strong support from voters in Burlington, Colchester, Milton, South Burlington, 
Williston and Winooski on Town Meeting Day 2018, the Chittenden County Public Safety 
Authority (CCPSA) was approved as a new union municipal district tasked with delivering 

https://app.resultsscorecard.com/Scorecard/Embed/8502
http://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/commission/policies-positions/
http://www.ecosproject.com/building-homes-together
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/committees/clean-water-advisory-committee/
http://rethinkrunoff.org/the-stream-team/
http://rethinkrunoff.org/the-stream-team/
http://www.ecosproject.com/chittenden-county-opioid-alliance
http://www.healthvermont.gov/alcohol-drug-abuse/programs-services/prevention-programs
http://www.healthvermont.gov/alcohol-drug-abuse/programs-services/prevention-programs
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regional emergency dispatch services to improve public safety operations. 
(http://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/emergency-management/regional-dispatch/) 

• Emergency Management – In collaboration with the Local Emergency Planning Committee 
(LEPC 1, http://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/committees/local-emergency-planning-committee/), 
the CCRPC hosted and participated in a variety of emergency management-related workshops 
and exercises to enhance resilience to disasters in our region. CCRPC also served as a key 
coordinator between municipalities and the state to collect damage assessment information 
after significant storm events, helped with emergency preparedness for hazardous materials 
incidents, worked with municipalities to complete Local Emergency Operations Plans, and 
facilitated Incident Command System training.  

• Regional Energy Planning – The CCRPC adopted a Regional Energy Plan to support the State’s 
Comprehensive Energy Plan consistent with municipal and regional land use plans and policies. 
The CCRPC conducted significant outreach and incorporated feedback into the Plan from the 
following: municipal Energy Committee/Planning Commissions; municipal legislative bodies; 
members of the public; State agencies, including the Vermont Department of Public Service; 
and CCRPC’s Long Range Planning Committee, Energy Sub-committee, Executive Committee 
and the Board of Directors. The final plan was adopted on June 20, 2018 as part of the ECOS 
Plan (http://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/our-plans/regional-energy-plan/) and was granted an 
Affirmative Determination of Energy Compliance by the Department of Public Service on August 
9, 2018. This means that the ECOS Plan’s policies will be given “substantial deference” during 
Public Utilities Commission proceedings. CCRPC has increased participation in PUC proceedings 
to ensure that local and regional policies are recognized.  

• Education & Training – The CCRPC participated in and hosted the following trainings: Act 174 
Training Assistance, Emergency Management Director/Public Information Officer Workshops, 
Act 250: Next 50 Years Conference, Economics of Housing Workshop, Regional Housing 
Convening. The CCRPC also continued to host the 12-month webinar series from the 
Association of Pedestrian and Bicycling Professionals for municipalities and regional partners.  

• Lake Champlain Byway – Chittenden County includes eight Byway communities: Milton, 
Colchester, Winooski, Essex Junction, Burlington, South Burlington, Shelburne and Charlotte. 
The CCRPC supported the Lake Champlain Byway by encouraging the communities to adopt the 
2017 Byway Corridor Management Plan and supporting improvements to Byway signage, cell 
phone audio stories, brochures and a new website (www.lakechamplainbyway.com).  

• Transportation Demand Management – The CCRPC and VTrans transitioned the popular 
annual Way to Go! Challenge (www.waytogovt.org) to a school-focused K-12 program to 
encourage sustainable transportation (non-single occupant vehicle travel) and demonstrate the 
environmental and financial benefits. With the recent expansion of CATMA’s (Chittenden Area 
Transportation Management Association) TDM services throughout the region, 2017 was the 
final year of promotion for Go! Chittenden County, a one-stop-shop for information and advice 
about our region’s transportation resources (www.gochittendencounty.org). The CCRPC’s 
Travel Smarter campaign and trip planner provides a side-by-side comparison of the time, 
costs, distance, and calories associated with driving, biking, walking, and taking the bus. This 
transitioned into VTrans’ TDM program (www.TravelSmarterVT.org).  

http://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/emergency-management/regional-dispatch/
http://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/committees/local-emergency-planning-committee/
http://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/our-plans/regional-energy-plan/
http://www.lakechamplainbyway.com/
http://www.waytogovt.org/
http://www.gochittendencounty.org/
http://www.travelsmartervt.org/
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• Neighbor Rides – Since Spring 2013, the CCRPC has been investing in Neighbor Rides to 
improve the integration of volunteer drivers into human services transportation to increase 
access to transportation for seniors and persons with disabilities by offering a lower-cost mode 
of transport. (http://www.unitedwaynwvt.org/Neighbor-Rides)  

• Regional Active Transportation Plan – The CCRPC began steps to implement the Regional 
Pedestrian-Bicycle Plan recommendations for a comprehensive, connected, accessible and safe 
regional network for walking and biking. CCRPC staff led the development and launch of the 
regional Greenride Bikeshare system (www.greenridebikeshare.com), provided walk/bike 
recommendations on local and state paving plans, assisted municipalities with bike/ped grant 
applications, developed model bike parking ordinances for municipalities, promoted TDM 
strategies, and conducted walk/bike counts on paths, bike lanes and roadways. 
(http://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/our-plans/regional-bikeped-plan/)  

• Regional Transportation Model – The regional transportation model was updated to better 
reflect current and future transportation demands due to forecasted demographic and 
employment changes in the county. The model is a tool used by the CCRPC to compare various 
land use and transportation scenarios and their effects on our transportation system at a 
regional level. Most recently, it was utilized in the 2018 update of our Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan (MTP) to assist in identifying and prioritizing transportation investments 
that will be most effective in meeting the MTP goals. 

• Chittenden County Transportation Survey – The 2018 survey largely replicates the 2000, 2006 
and 2012 versions to note any historical attitudinal shifts. The chief purpose of the survey is to 
objectively measure public opinion in Chittenden County regarding the performance of the 
region’s transportation system and to identify strategies to address existing and future 
deficiencies. Relative to performance, questions measure public opinion on how well the 
transportation system serves the public’s travel needs, affects livability, promotes economic 
development and opportunity, and affects the environment. The most recent survey was 
conducted this past April and May and the survey report is currently being drafted. Results will 
be released in October 2018. 

• Diversity & Equity – The CCRPC continues to use the 2014 Public Participation Plan (PPP) to 
guide our focus on diversity and equity in all projects. An update is planned in FY19 to ensure 
everyone understands our role and responsibilities for public participation. 
(http://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/our-plans/public-participation-plan/)  

• Regional Technical Assistance – This includes but is not limited to, technical assistance for 
various transportation issues, GIS mapping, model municipal plans, bylaw and ordinance 
revisions, Act 250/Section 248 application reviews, grant administration, build-out analyses, 
orthoimagery acquisition, and improving the VT Online Bridge and Culvert Inventory Tool 
(http://www.vtculverts.org/).  

• Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) – The CCRPC has been planning, designing and 
implementing advanced technologies on congested corridors in the county to improve safety, 
facilitate traffic flows and reduce delays. (https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/our-
plans/intelligent-transportation-systems/):  

o Advanced Traffic Monitoring System (ATMS) using Bluetooth Technology  - The CCRPC, in 

http://www.unitedwaynwvt.org/Neighbor-Rides
http://www.greenridebikeshare.com/
http://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/our-plans/regional-bikeped-plan/
http://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/our-plans/public-participation-plan/
http://www.vtculverts.org/
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/our-plans/intelligent-transportation-systems/
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/our-plans/intelligent-transportation-systems/
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close coordination with VTrans and FHWA, planned, designed and implemented an 
Advanced Traffic Monitoring System for five (5) congested corridors in Chittenden County to 
gather real-time travel data using Bluetooth technology. The system will ultimately 
integrate with the VTrans ATMS and Traveler Information System (TIS) for 511 through the 
State Transportation Operations Center (TOC). The CCRPC has already implemented a pilot 
corridor (Williston Road/US 2) using six (6) Bluetooth sensors for real-time travel data 
collection, testing and validation purposes. This fall, 24 Bluetooth sensors will be installed 
along the remaining four (4) corridors. The entire system will be tested and validated and 
the real-time travel data collected will assist VTrans and municipalities to improve the 
efficiency, safety, and reliability of the regional transportation system. 

o Exit 14 Area Traffic Signal Assessment Study – The CCRPC has been coordinating with 
VTrans and the municipalities of South Burlington and Burlington to identify strategies to 
reduce congestion and improve traffic flows in the vicinity of the I-89 Exit 14 interchange. 
The CCRPC has completed a system assessment study for traffic signals along Williston 
Road/Main Street between Staples Plaza and Midas Drive, and Dorset Street between 
Williston Road and Kennedy Drive and developed a strategic plan for signal and 
communications infrastructure improvements and upgrades. Exit 14 Earmark funds will be 
used in the near future to implement the highest priority recommendations in South 
Burlington.  

 
For further information about the CCRPC please visit http://www.ccrpcvt.org/ or contact CCRPC 
Executive Director, Charlie Baker, cbaker@ccrpcvt.org, 802-846-4490 x23. 

http://www.ccrpcvt.org/
mailto:cbaker@ccrpcvt.org


ZA-19-XX Article 7: Signs  As proposed: 9/18/189/17/18 

 

1 
 

Burlington Comprehensive Development Ordinance 
PROPOSED: ZA-19-XX Article 7 Signs 

 
As proposed by the Planning Staff – 9/18/189/17/18. 

 
Changes shown (underline to be added, strike out to be deleted) are proposed changes 
to the Burlington Comprehensive Development Ordinance. 
 

Purpose: This amendment is a comprehensive revision of the city’s sign regulations in an 
effort to create a more prescriptive and objective series of sign types by which to 
regulate the dimensions, number, size, location, lighting, and general design of each 
type and thereby assure content-neutrality. 

 

ARTICLE 7: SIGNS 
 

Introduction: This Article of the Burlington Comprehensive Development 
Ordinance addresses the type, size, location, and design of all types of Signs 
throughout the city. In the regulation of Signs, it is important to understand that 
the City is considering only the physical aspects of the Sign, not content. Signs 
can be considered and permitted individually, or as part of a “Sign Master Plan” 
that treats all Signs within a development or complex as a group to encourage 
creativity. 

 

Table of Contents – to be revised later 

 

PART 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

Sec. 7.1.1 Authority and Intent 

These regulations are enacted under the provisions of 24 V.S.A. Section 4411 with the 

intent to ensure that all signSigns and advertising features arethat: 

(a) Effectively maintain a safe and orderly pedestrian and vehicular environment 

by being legible and not distracting to motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians; 

(b) Reduce potentially hazardous conflicts between Signs and traffic control 

devices; 

(c) ComplimentCompatible with their surroundings, and protect and promote 

neighborhood and community character; 

(d) Effectively optimize communication that support the community’s sustained 

economic development, and reduce visual clutter within or directed upon the 

public realm; and, 
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(a)(e) Are Aan enhancement to the city's visual built environment, and are 

harmonious in size, design, color, material, and lighting with the building to 

which it relates, without removing, obscuring or detracting from the 

community’s character, history, and architecture.; 

 

Sec. 7.1.2 Permit Required 

All signSigns, regardless of size, shall require the issuance of a zoning permit subject 

to the standards of this Article before public erection and display unless otherwise 

specifically exempt by this Article. All Signs must be maintained in a condition or state 

of equivalent quality to which it was approved or required by the City. 

 

 

Sec. 7.1.3 Exemptions 

Repainting, refacing, repair, or change of lettering, logo, or colors using the same 

materials within an existing permitted Sign frame shall be exempt from the 

requirements of this Article and allowed without the requirement to obtain a new 

zoning permit. 

The following types of signSigns are permitted in all parts of the city, and shall also be 

exempt from the requirements of this Article and the necessity to obtain a permit: 

(a) Political Signs: Signs advertising political parties and/or candidates provided: 

1. The size of such signs does not exceed thirty two (32) square feet; 

2. Such signs are not erected earlier than forty five (45) days prior to the election 

to which they pertain; and,  

3. All such signs are removed within three (3) days after the date of the election. 

(a) Highway and Official SignSigns. Subject to approval by the city engineer, 

signSigns within the public right-of-way or along a public thoroughfare designed 

and placed in conformance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 

(MUTCD) published by the US Dept. of Transportation, and other public 

information, traffic control, identification, special event, directional, public notice, 

and other such Signs erected by or at the direction of a government agency, court, 

or public utility in the performance of their public duty.  

 other official public signs or notices placed on a temporary basis for use by 

emergency services or public utilities. 

(b) Street Address Identification Signs. As required pursuant to Chapter 27 Sec. 101 

of the Burlington Code of Ordinances, nNumerals that identify the street address 

of the property so that it can be easily identified from thea public 

streetthoroughfare by patrons, guests, and emergency responders provided such 

numerals are a minimum of 3-inches and maximum of 10-inches in height, and 

the area of any suchthe  signnumerals does not exceed two (2) square feet. In 

cases where the building is not located within view of the public street, the 
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numerals shall be located on a mailbox or other suitable device such that it is 

visible from a public thoroughfare. 

(c) Directional Signs: Non-illuminated signs displayed on private property strictly for 

the direction, safety or convenience of the public, including such signs which 

identify the location of restrooms, telephone booths, parking area entrances or 

exits, freight entrances or the like, provided the area of any such sign shall not 

exceed two (2) square feet. 

(d) Real Estate Sale/Rental Sign. One temporary non-illuminated sign advertising the 

sale or rental of the premises or indicating that such premises have been sold or 

rented, provided the area of any such sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet and 

shall be removed within three (3) days after the rental agreement has been 

executed or title has been transferred. 

(c) Flags:  

1. Flags or emblems of religious, educational, or governmental organizations, 

not to exceed 15 square feet with no single dimension greater than five feet 

provided they not exceed three flags per 50 feet of frontage, and are flown 

from supports of the buildings or grounds being occupied by the organization 

or an individual. In all Rresidential and RCO zones:, up to two (2) flags 

andwhich may or may not be attached to one (1) freestanding pole per lot.  In 

all other zones, one (1) flag per 25 feet of a lot’s road frontage, up to a 

maximum of six (6) flags and six (6) poles.  In all zones, eEach flag may be 

up to 1515 square feet in area with no single dimension exceeding 55- feet.  

The height of theAny freestanding flag pole  shall not exceed the height limit 

for the zone per the district-specific dimensional requirements of Article 4.  

Flag pole shall meet the maximum height and minimum setback requirements 

setbacks shall be per the district-specific dimensional requirements of Article 

4. 

(e)2. In all other Zoning or Form districts: 1 flag per 25 feet of a lot’s road 

frontage, up to a maximum of 6 flags which may or may not be attached to up 

to 6 freestanding poles are permitted.  Each flag may be up to 24 square feet 

in area with no single dimension exceeding 6-feet.  The height of any 

freestanding flag pole shall not exceed the highest point of the Principal 

building on the lot or 50-feet whichever is lower, and shall meet the minimum 

setback requirements per the district-specific dimensional requirements of 

Article 4 or 14 or 10-feet whichever is more restrictive.  

(f) Contractor Sign. A single non-illuminated sign, not exceeding thirty-two (32) 

square feet in area, maintained on the premises while a building is actually under 

construction. 

(d) Property Management, Information, and Directional Restriction SignSigns. Non-

illuminated signSigns two (2) square feet or less in size controlling access to a 

property and/or oriented to and intended primarily for use internal to the property. 

Examples may includesuch as those announcing no trespassing or solicitation; 

warning of hidden dangers; the private nature of a road, or driveway, or premises; 
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directional and parking; and, or regulating fishing or hunting on the premises, 

provided the area of any such sign shall not exceed two (2) square feet. 

(e) Signs Inside Buildings. Any Sign which is located completely within an enclosed 

building and 12-inches or more behind a window or door provided they do not 

obscure more than 40% of the total window area between 4 and 7 feet above the 

adjacent sidewalk and otherwise preclude an unobstructed view into the 

establishment from the sidewalk.  

(f) Vending Machines and Gas Pumps: Signs incorporated into vending machines or 

fuel pumps. 

(g) Signs Within an Athletic Field or Complex: Any Signs facing inward to the field 

of play and associated spectators such as those affixed to a wall, window, fence, 

or scoreboard. 

(g)  

(h) Historic Marker: A non-illuminated Wall Sign two (2) square feet or less in size 

commemorating the historic significance of a building or site.Holiday 

Decorations: Holiday decorations displayed for and during recognized federal, 

state, or religious holidays to the extent they do not interfere with traffic safety or 

in any way becomes a public safety hazard. 

(h)  

 Home Occupation Signs. One non-illuminated sign for a permitted home 

occupation not to exceed two (2) square feet. 

 Temporary Signs. 

 All temporary signs are subject to the following provisions i-iv: 

 Must not be located within any public street right-of-way unless permitted by the 

Department of Public Works. 

 Must only be located on the property owned by the person whose sign it is and 

must not be placed on any utility pole, street light, or similar object unless 

permitted by the Department of Public Works. 

 Must not be illuminated. 

 Must be removed within 14 days after the election, sale, rental, lease, or 

conclusion of event which is the basis for the sign unless otherwise expressly 

allowed under individual temporary sign types. 

 Types of allowed temporary signs: 

 One sign of up to two (2) square feet may be placed on a property at any time for 

up to 30 consecutive days. 

 Up to [?] signs with an aggregate area of [?] may be placed on a property for a 

period of 30 days prior to an election involving candidates for a federal, state, or 

local office that represents the district in which the property is located or involves 

an issue on the ballot of an election within the district where the property is 

located per issue and per candidate.   
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 One sign of up to six (6) square feet may be placed on a property being offered 

for sale.  Such sign may remain for a period of 15 days following the date on 

which a contract of sale has been executed by a person purchasing the property.   

(i) One sign of up to six (6) square feet may be placed on a property on a day when 

the property owner is opening the property to the public; provided, however, such 

a sign may not be used for more than 2 days in a year in all residential and RCO 

zones and may not be used for more than 14 days in a year in all other zones.  

Temporary Signs: Temporary Signs are permitted subject to the standards found 

in Sec. 7.1.5 Temporary Signs below. 

(j) Murals: Non-commercial artistic expression in the form of an unique hand-

produced work of visual art which is tiled or painted directly upon, or affixed 

directly to, an exterior wall of a building provided that the Mural: 

1. does not contain any registered or trademarked advertising copy, symbols, 

lettering, logos or other such recognized branding related to products or 

services provided on the premises where the mural is located except where 

otherwise permitted and incorporated into a permitted Sign Type as 

provided in Secs. 7.2.2 through 7.2.14 Sign Types; 

2. is placed on a Secondary Frontage or non-street-facing side or rear 

elevation of a Building or Structure; and, 

(i)3. is not illuminated. 

(j) Residential Sign: A sign of less than two (2) square feet which serve only to 

indicate the name and address of residential occupants. 

(k) Memorials/Interpretive Markers. Non-illuminated memorial, interpretive, signs or 

historical signs or tablets displayed by a public or educational non-profit agency 

strictly for the purpose of informing or educating the public provided the area of 

any such sign shall not exceed thirty two (32) square feet. 

 

Sec. 7.1.4 Prohibited Signs 

The following types and characteristics of signs Signs shall be prohibited in all parts of 

the city: 

(a) No person shall paint, paste, brand, stamp, or in any other manner hang, place on 

or over, or attach to any tree, rocks, or other natural feature; , and any utility pole, 

street light, transformer, hydrant, bench, or any similar object or surface utility 

pole, or other pole on any street or public right-of-way, any sign, excluding an 

official sign, or otherany advertisement, bill, notice, card, Sign, or poster for any 

purpose unless as permitted by this Article or otherwise installed by or at the 

direction of the Department of Public Works or the Burlington Electric 

Department.  

(b) Any off-premise sign which advertises or otherwise directs attention to any 

commodity or activity  goods, products, or services which are not sold, 

manufactured, or distributed on or from the property on which the sign is located.  
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offered or conducted elsewhere than on the premises upon which such sign is 

located unless otherwise provided for in Sec. 7.1.7. 

(c) Any sign or supporting structure located in or over the traveled portion of any 

public right-of-way unless the sign is attached to a structural element of a building 

and an encroachment permit has been obtained from the Ddepartment of Ppublic 

Wworks. 

 Any sign or other advertising device with visible moving or movable parts or with 

flashing animated or intermittent illumination (except signs indicating the time, 

date or weather conditions), and any sign that contains any fluorescent paint or 

device, including mirrors, which has the effect of intensifying reflected light. 

(b) No sign or advertising device attached to a building shall be located on the roof.  

Nor shall any sign or advertising device project above the roof or parapet line.  Nor 

shall any sign or advertising device project more than 12 inches out from the wall 

to which it is attached.Signs that may obstruct the view of approaching or 

intersecting traffic, or otherwise interfere with the clear and unobstructed view of a 

highway or official Sign and/or the safe movement of vehicles, bicycles, or 

pedestrians operating within, entering, leaving, or crossing a public right-of-way, 

sidewalk, path, or Thoroughfare including those located within a clear sight 

triangle; 

(c) Any Sign and/or Sign structure that obstructs the view of, imitates, or otherwise 

may be may be confused with a governmental, traffic or safety Sign; 

(d) Any Sign and copy that mimics the City’s E-911 street naming and addressing 

system by using a fictitious, or “vanity,” address consisting of a combination of a 

number, name, and/or place type (e.g. “1 City Square”) that has not been assigned 

by the City and thus may interfere with the timely and accurate response by 

emergency services. 

(e) Signs that interfere with free passage from or obstructs any fire escape, downspout, 

window, door, stairways, ladder, or building opening intended as a means of ingress 

or egress or providing light or air. 

(f) Signs located on any property without prior authorization granted by the Property 

Owner; 

(g) Any Sign which advertises goods, products, or services which are not sold, 

manufactured, stored, or distributed on or from the property on which the Sign is 

located. 

(h) Signs located on the roofs of Buildings or Structures, or that project above the roof 

or parapet line; 

(i) Signs mounted, attached, or painted on a trailer, boat, motor vehicle, or other 

mobile conveyance when parked, stored, or displayed conspicuously close to or 

within the public right-of-way in a manner intended to attract the attention of the 

public for advertising purposes, except where the motor vehicle or trailer is 

regularly and consistently used and moved to conduct normal business activities; 

and, 
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(j) Signs of any of the following types or with any of the following features or 

characteristics: 

a. Any Sign, portion of a Sign, or other advertising device with: 

i. visibly moving or movable parts; or, 

ii. flashing, animated, or intermittent illumination except for those 

specifically allowed in Sec. 7.1.9 or Sec. 7.2.7; or, 

iii. fluorescent paint or tape, mirrors, disks, reflectors, or similar 

devices which has the effect of intensifying reflected light. 

b. Inflatable Signs, such as but not limited to balloons, gas inflated Signs, 

blimps, or similar inflated Signs; 

c. Portable Signs, except for Sandwich Board Signs as permitted under Sec. 

7.2.11 below or by the Department of Public Works for placement in the 

public right-of-way; 

d. Windblown devices such as but not limited to, streamers, spinners, banners, 

pennants, and Flags other than those specifically allowed in Sec. 7.1.3 (d); 

and, 

e. Searchlights, outdoor image projections, or any other similar displays 

projected from an external light source into the sky or onto any Building, 

Structure, right-of-way, or Thoroughfare, except as may be allowed on a 

limited basis for special events by the Church Street Marketplace 

Commission, Public Works Commission, Parks Recreation and Waterfront 

Commission, or City Council. 
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Sec. 7.1.5 Temporary Signs 

The display of any such temporary sign(s) shall be limited to two non-consecutive 30-

day periods per calendar year. Any other sign shall be considered permanent. The 

following types of Temporary Signs are allowed in all Districts without the requirement 

of a zoning permit provided they meet the standards found in Table 7.1.5-A - 

Temporary Signs below: 

 

 

Table 7.1.5-A Temporary Signs 

Temporary Banner 

Number of Signs 1 on a primary street frontage 

Types Allowed Wall 

Sign Area 50 sf max. 

Sign Height No higher the floor level of the 2nd story. 

Illumination None 

Duration/Frequency Shall not exceed 30 consecutive days and a maximum of 2 display periods per 

calendar year separated by a minimum of 30 days between display periods. 

Temporary Sign 

Number of Signs 1 on a primary street  frontage 

Types Allowed Freestanding, Wall, or Window 

Sign Area 6 sf max. for any individual Sign 

Sign Height Freestanding: 4’ max above the finished grade (including supports), 3’ max if 
located within a Clear Sight Triangle 

Wall or Window: No higher the floor level of the 2nd story. 

Illumination None 

Duration/Frequency Shall not exceed 30 consecutive days and a maximum of 2 display periods per 

calendar year separated by a minimum of 30 days between display periods. 

Real Estate Sign 

Number of Signs 1 on a primary street frontage of a property offered for rent or sale 

Types Allowed Freestanding, Wall, or Window 

Sign Area 6 sf max. 

Sign Height Freestanding: 4’ max above the finished grade (including supports), 3’ max if 
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Table 7.1.5-A Temporary Signs 

located within a Clear Sight Triangle 

Wall or Window: No higher the floor level of the 2nd story. 

Illumination None 

Duration/Frequency Shall not be erected prior to the property being offered for sale or rent, and shall be 
removed within 3 days after a rental agreement has been executed or title to the 
property has been transferred. 

Election Sign 

Number of Signs 1 per candidate or ballot item, 6 Signs max. per property 

Types Allowed Freestanding, Wall, and/or Window including Banners 

Sign Area 6 sf max. for any individual Sign 

Sign Height Freestanding: 4’ max above the finished grade (including supports), 3’ max if 
located within a Clear Sight Triangle 

Wall or Window (including Banners): No higher the floor level of the 2nd story. 

Illumination None 

Duration/Frequency Shall not be erected earlier than 60 days prior to the election to which they pertain, 

and shall be removed within 3 days afterwards. 

Construction Site Sign 

Number of Signs 1 per street frontage max. 

Sign Types Allowed Freestanding or Wall 

Total Sign Face Area 32 sf max in a Residential or RCO district; or, 64 sf max in all other districts. 

Sign Height 8’ max. 

Illumination None 

Location Installed on the premises of a project under construction 

Duration/Frequency Installed no sooner than one week prior to the commencement of construction and 

shall be removed within 24 hours of completion of construction or if the project 

ceases construction for 12 months or longer. 

Construction Site Wrap 

Number of Signs 1 per street frontage max. 

Sign Height 12’ max. 

Illumination None 

Location Installed along the perimeter of the premises of a project under construction. Must 
not be located within any public street right-of-way unless permitted by the 
Department of Public Works 

Duration/Frequency Installed no sooner than one week prior to the commencement of construction and 

shall be removed within 24 hours of completion of construction or if the project 

ceases construction for 12 months or longer. 
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Table 7.1.5-A Temporary Signs 

Construction Window Wrap 

Number of Signs 1 per window and door max. 

Sign Area Must fill the entire glazed portion of the window and/or door. 

Illumination None 

Location Installed on the premises of a project under construction. 

Duration/Frequency Installed no sooner than one week prior to the commencement of construction and 

shall be removed within 24 hours of completion of construction of if the project 

ceases construction for 12 months or longer. 

 

Sec. 7.1.6 Non-Conforming Signs 

Any legally pre-existing signSign or other advertising device which does not conform to 

the current provisions of this ordinance Article in terms of location, area, illumination, 

type, or height shall be deemed a non-conforming signSign. Non- conforming signSigns 

may remain in use at the same location, and ordinary maintenance and repair of such 

signSigns shall be permitted.  

A non- conforming signSign shall not be relocated, enlarged, replaced, redesigned, or 

altered in any way (except for repainting, refacing, repair or a change of lettering, logo, or 

colors using the same materials within an the existing signSign frame subject to obtaining 

a zoning permit) except to bring the signSign into complete or substantially greater 

compliance with this Article. In such cases, the DRB may allow a new signSign to be in 

substantially greater compliance than the existing nonconforming signSign subject to the 

development review criteriaapplicable requirements of this in Article 6. Nonconforming 

signs that are destroyed or damaged by 50% or more of their value shall not be rebuilt or 

repaired after one (1) year except in full conformance with this Article.  

 

 

 

Sec. 7.1.7 Discontinuance and Removal Off-Premise Signs 

Any Sign advertising an activity, business, service, or product must be removed, or the 

Sign face replaced with a blank face, within 60 days of the activity, business, or service 

promoted by the Sign being discontinued on the premises where the Sign is displayed. If 

the use is not reestablished, or a new use is not established, within one (1) year, then the 

entire Sign Structure and mounting hardware shall be removed. 
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Off-premise signs shall not be permitted with the following exceptions: 

(a) Political signs as regulated by Sec. 7.1.3; 

Temporary non-illuminated signs directing persons to temporary exhibits, 
shows or events provided: 

0. The size of such sign does not exceed twelve (12) square feet in area; and, 

0. Such signs are not posted earlier than two (2) weeks prior to the event and 
are removed within three (3) days after the event. 

(b) Non-illuminated signs used for directing members or patrons to service 
clubs, churches or other nonprofit organizations provided: 

0. Such signs indicate only the name of the facility and the direction of the 
facility; and, 

0. Such signs do not exceed four (4) square feet in area. 

(b) Sandwich board signs as regulated by the dept. of public works. 

 

Sec. 7.1.8 Sign Permit Applications, and Submission 
Requirements, Review and Decision-making 

An Sign Aapplication as provided in Article 3  is necessary for those requests pertaining to 

all signSigns covered by the requirements of this Article.  

Submission requirements shall also include all the following, as applicable: 

1. A completed application form, and signed by the property owner, along with the 

applicable fee;  

2. A scaled rendering of the proposed signSign indicating its dimensions in square 

inches or feet (length, width, height), and all materials and colors used; 

3. Applications involving freestanding Freestanding, Freestanding Yard, and 

Monument signSigns shall include a scaled site plan indicating the location of all 

existing and proposed signSigns on the lot, and all setbacks in feet from the 

property lines and/or rights-of-way, and the location of any Clear Sight Triangle.  

4. Applications involving parallel Awning, Blade, Canopy, Marquee, Nameplate, 

Outdoor Display Case, Projecting, Window, and/or Wall and projecting signSigns 

shall include a scaled building elevations indicating the location of all existing and 

proposed signSigns on the building face facade and the frontage dedicated to the 

establishment in linear feet. 

5. Where applicable, the type and method of illumination (i.e. external, internal, or 

backlit), including the fixture style, placement, and bulb wattage and type. 

Applications involving an Electronic Changeable Message must also provide 

written certification from the sign manufacturer that the luminance of the display 

has been factory pre-set so that it will not exceed 5,000 nits;. 

6. The total square footage of all existing signSigns for the establishment; and, 
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7. Photographs of the building or site where the signSign is proposed.   

Such Sign Permit requests require onlyshall receive administrative review and approval 

pursuant to the procedural requirements of Sec. 3.2.7 and the requirements and standards 

of this Article except as provided for in Sec. 7.1.6 for modifications to a non-conforming 

sign and Sec. 7.3.2 Master Sign Plans which shall receive review and approval by the DRB. 

The Church Street Marketplace District shall be afforded an opportunity to review and 

comment on any application for a Sign placed within the Church Street Marketplace prior 

to final action under this Article. 

 

Sec. 7.1.9  Calculation of Sign Area and Height  

(a) The following shall govern the calculation of a Sign’s area: 

1. The area of a Sign shall include all numerals, lettering, designs, 

logos, or symbols, together with the background, whether open 

or enclosed, upon which they are displayed. Not included are 

any supporting framework incidental to the display itself unless 

specifically indicated otherwise under Secs. 7.2.2 through 

7.2.14 Sign Types. 

2. Where a Sign consists of only individual numerals, letters, 

logos, or symbols attached, painted, or applied directly to a 

door, wall, or window, the area shall be considered to be the 

smallest polygon which would enclose the sign encompassing 

all the letters and symbols. (See Figure 7.1.9-1).  

3.  If a Sign has two or more faces, the area of all faces is included in determining 

the maximum area of the Sign, unless the two faces are identical and placed 

back to back or are no more than two feet apart. In such case, the Sign area is 

calculated as the area of one face. If the two faces are unequal in area, the area 

of the larger face is used to calculate Sign area. 

4.  The Sign area of a three-dimensional, free-form, or sculptural (non-

planar) Sign is calculated as 50% of the sum of the area of the four 

vertical sides of the smallest cube that will encompass the Sign. 

5. The maximum allowable area of a Sign shall include all permanent 

Signs attached, painted, or applied to a building facade. If an 

establishment has walls fronting on two (2) or more streets, the Sign 

area for each street shall be computed separately. 

6. Limitations on the height of lettering shall pertain only to the height of 

individual characters. 

(b) Unless described otherwise under Secs. 7.2.2 through 7.2.14 Sign Types, the 

following shall govern the calculation of a Sign’s height: 

Figure 7.1.9-1 Area of a 

Sign affixed directly on a 

buildingwall or window. 
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1.  Sign height overall is measured 

as the vertical distance from the 

finished grade at the base of a 

freestanding Sign, or of a 

building or structure for an 

attached Sign, to the highest 

point of the Sign.  

2. For Signs attached to and 

projecting from a building or 

structure, vertical clearance is 

measured as the vertical distance from the finished 

sidewalk level to the lowest point of the Sign or Sign 

structure. 

 

(c) Calculation of Sign Area: 

The following shall govern the calculation of a sign’s area: 

1. The area of a sign shall include all lettering, designs, or 

symbols, together with the background, whether open or enclosed, upon which they are 

displayed. Not included are any supporting framework incidental to the display itself. 

1. Advertising relating to a specific product or products sold on the premises, or the 

utilization of corporate symbols, logos, or similar features, shall be included in the 

aggregate sign area permitted for each establishment. 

2. Where a sign consists of individual letters or symbols attached, painted, or 

applied directly to a building, wall, or window, the area shall be considered to 

be the smallest rectangle encompassing all the letters and symbols. (See 

Figure 7.1.10-1) 

2. In computing the area of a double-faced sign, only one side shall be 

considered if both faces are identical. Notwithstanding the above, if the 

interior angle formed by the two (2) faces of the double-faced sign is 

greater than forty-five (45) degrees, then both sides of such sign shall be 

considered in calculating the sign area. 

2. The maximum allowable area of a sign shall include all permanent signs attached, 

painted, or applied to a building facade. If an establishment has walls fronting on two (2) 

or more streets, the sign area for each street shall be computed separately. 

 

 

Sec. 7.1.10  Sign Lighting 

The following requirements shall pertain to the lighting of all Signs: 

(a) The eligibility of lighting for any Sign shall be as indicated under Secs. 7.2.2 

through 7.2.14 Sign Types. 

(b) All Signs shall be illuminated such that the illumination is steady and stationary, 

directed solely at the Sign or internal to it, and does not create glare or unduly 

illuminate the surrounding area. 

Figure 7.1.10-1 Area of a 

signSign affixed directly 

on a building. 
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(c) The luminance of any Sign shall not exceed 250 nits between dusk and dawn, as 

measured from the brightest element of the Sign’s face. Dusk and dawn are defined 

as, respectively, the time starting at one-half hour before sunset and one-half hour 

after sunrise, as determined by the National Weather Service (actual time).  

(d) External Illumination: 

1. Light fixtures shall be located, shielded, and directed such that the light source 

is directed only onto the Sign face. 

2. Neither the light source or reflective surfaces of the fixture shall be visible from 

the public way or surrounding properties. 

3. Light fixtures used to illuminate signs shall be top mounted and shall direct the 

light downward toward the sign.   

4. Ground mounted lights shall not be used unless under special circumstances 

where conditions of (3) above cannot be met. In such cases, the receptacle or 

device housing the light source shall not extend more than 12 inches above 

ground, and shall be fully screened and housed. 

5. Projecting light fixtures must be simple and unobtrusive in appearance and not 

obscure the Sign. 

(e) Reverse Channel Illumination (i.e. Backlit): 

1. Backlit Signs shall light lettering and logo and other related Sign elements only, 

and lighting design shall be such that no excess light spill or glare results from 

the back lighting fixtures and/or source.  

2. The light source shall not be visible from the public way or surrounding 

properties. 

3. Illumination levels shall not increase the measurable vertical light level at any 

point 20 feet distant from the Sign in any direction. 

(f) Internal Illumination: 

1. Internally illuminated Signs shall be designed such that light passes through the 

lettering, logo, and other related Sign elements only, and the background shall 

remain opaque and light transmission shall be blocked. 

2. The Sign cabinet shall fully enclose the light source so that it is not visible from 

the exterior of the Sign.  

3. The background must be opaque and a darker color than the message of the 

Sign. 

(g) Direct Illumination (i.e. the use of exposed lamps, such as neon tubes and LED’s, 

that have no shielding and are visible to the eye): 

1. Direct illumination is limited to letters, numbers, symbols, and accents. 
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(h) Raceways, Conduit, Wiring, and Transformers 

1. All electrical raceways, conduits, and wiring shall be contained completely 

within the Sign assembly or inside the wall and shall not be exposed. 

2. If a raceway is necessary, it cannot extend in width or height beyond the area 

of the Sign. 

3. A raceway must be finished to match the background wall or canopy, or 

integrated into the overall design of the Sign. 

4. Visible transformers are not allowed. 

(i) Electronic Changeable Message: 

Where permitted as provided in Secs. 7.2.2 through 7.2.14 Sign Types, Electronic 

Changeable Message displays shall: 

1. Not have any distracting appearance of motion including but not limited to 

flashing, blinking, shimmering, animation, video, or scrolling advertising. 

2. Limit the luminance of the display not to exceed 5,000 nits at any time. 

3. Have characters of sufficient size to be easily discerned and must not constitute 

a safety hazard by distraction of drivers where readily visible to drivers of 

vehicles on any public way. 

4. Consist only of alphabetic or numeric characters on a plain background, and 

shall not include any graphic, pictorial, video, or photographic images. 

5. Utilize a maximum of only one color for the message on a dark background of 

only one color. 

6. Have a minimum display time of two (2) minutes. When the message changes, 

it must complete the transition within 1 second or as rapidly as is 

technologically practicable whichever is less with no phasing, rolling, scrolling, 

flashing, or blending. 

7. Be equipped with a light detector/photocell that automatically adjusts the 

display’s brightness according to natural ambient light conditions.  

8. Contain a default mechanism that freezes the changeable message in one 

position, or shuts off the device entirely, in the event of a malfunction. 

9. Limit the area occupied by the electronic changeable message to no more than 

(50) percent of the maximum total allowable Sign area as provided in Secs. 

7.2.2 through 7.2.14 Sign Types. 

10. Be limited to a maximum of three (3) lines of characters including all letters, 

numbers, spaces, or other symbols dedicated to the electronic changeable 

message. 
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Sec. 7.1.11  Alternative Compliance 

Minor variation and relief any non-numerical standard found in this Article, and any 

numerical standard by no more than 20% of such requirement, may be granted by the 

Development Review Board after review and recommendation by the Design Advisory 

Board and a Public Hearing.  

Decisions by the DRB regarding any Alternative Compliance granted shall be made in 

writing, and upon affirmative findings that: 

(a) the relief sought is necessary in order to accommodate a unique circumstance or 

opportunity; 

(b) the relief, if granted, will yield a result equal to or better than strict compliance with 

the standard being relieved; 

(c) the relief, if granted, is the minimum variation necessary from the applicable 

standard to achieve the desired result; 

(d) the relief, if granted, will not impose an undue adverse burden on adjacent 

properties; and, 

(e) the remainder of the Sign will otherwise be developed consistent the purpose of this 

Article, and all other applicable standards. 

 

Sec. 7.1.11  Sign Lighting 

In addition to the outdoor lighting requirements of Sec. 5.5.2, the following requirements 

shall pertain to the lighting of all signs: 

Signs shall be illuminated such that the illumination does not create glare or unduly 

illuminate the surrounding area.   

Externally illuminated signs: 

1. Light fixtures used to illuminate signs shall be top mounted and shall direct the 

light downward toward the sign.   

Ground mounted lights shall not be used unless under special circumstances 

where conditions of (1) above cannot be met and only if reviewed by the DAB and 

approved by the DRB. 

2. Light fixtures shall employ the use of grids, hoods, or baffles, and aimed so that 

light is directed only onto the sign face. The light source or reflective surfaces of the 

fixture shall not be visible from the public way or surrounding properties.   

Backlit signs: 

Backlit (i.e. reverse channel illumination) signs shall light lettering and logo and other 

related sign elements only, and lighting design shall be such that no excess light spill or 

glare results from the back lighting fixtures and/or source. The back lit sign shall not 

increase the measurable vertical light level at a point 20 feet distant from the sign in any 

direction. 

In addition to other permitted lamp types, neon or similar lighting may be used to 

illuminate backlit signs. 

Internally illuminated signs: 

1. Internally illuminated signs shall be designed with light lettering and graphics 

against a dark field. 
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The sign cabinet shall fully enclose the light such the light source is not visible 

from the exterior of the sign.  

2. Internally illuminated signs shall be designed so that lamps produce no more than 

200 initial lumens per square foot. 
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1. Sec. 7.1.12 Electronic Message Display 

1. An electronic message display may be permitted for any grades 6-8 or 

secondary school, use as defined in Article 13 in any zoning district subject to 

the following requirements: 

1. An electronic message display shall not have any distracting appearance of 

motion including but not limited to flashing, blinking, shimmering, animation, 

moving video, or scrolling advertising. 

1. An electronic message display that is readily visible to drivers of vehicles on 

any public way shall have characters of sufficient size to be easily discerned 

and must not constitute a safety hazard by distraction of drivers. 

1. No more than one (1) electronic message display with two sides shall be 

permitted per grades 6-8 or secondary school. 

1. The area occupied by the message on an electronic message display may 

comprise no more than fifty (50) percent of the maximum total allowable sign 

area as provided in Article 7, Part 2. 

1. The message display area may have a maximum of three (3) lines of 

characters including all letters, numbers, spaces, or other symbols. 

1. An electronic message display shall consist only of alphabetic or numeric 

characters on a plain background and may not include any graphic, pictorial, 

or photographic images. 

1. A maximum of one color shall be used for an electronic message, which shall 

be on a dark background of one color. 

1. The message that is displayed may change no more frequently than once every 

two (2) minutes. When the display of an electronic message changes, it must 

change as rapidly as is technologically practicable with no phasing, rolling, 

scrolling, flashing, or blending. 

1. An electronic message display shall include internal ambient light monitors 

that automatically adjust the brightness level of its display according to 

natural ambient light conditions. 

1. An electronic message display shall contain a default mechanism that freezes 

the sign in one position if a malfunction occurs. 

1. Such electronic message displays shall only be permitted on the following 

streets: 

1. Main Street 

1. North Avenue 

1.  

1. The hours of operations for such electronic message displays shall be 

permitted from 6:00am to 10:00 pm except that secondary school use shall 

have no such limit on the hours of operation. 

PART 2: SIGN TYPES 

 

 

Sec. 7.2.1  Sign Types 
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Sec. 7.1.9 Types of SignsAll Signs shall meet the standards set forth in this Article, 

and the Sign Types described in this Part in Secs. 7.2.2 through 7.2.14 below.  

(a) Mixing Multiple Sign Types:  

1. Mixing multiple Signs types on a single building or site in any combination is 

permitted unless otherwise limited by the Sign Type or Table 7.2.1-A below. 

Table 7.2.1-A Sign Type Combinations 
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Awning & Canopy Sign              

Band Sign              

Blade Sign              

Directory Sign              

Freestanding Sign              

Freestanding Yard Sign              

Marquee              

Monument Sign              

Projecting Sign              

Outdoor Display Case              

Sandwich Board              

Wall Sign              

Window Sign              

 - Sign Types are not permitted on the same frontage or elevation. 

 - Sign Types are permitted on the same frontage or elevation. 

 

2. Multiple signs on a facade shall be designed and organized in a manner 

consistent and complementary with the overall architecture of the Building, and 

employ complimentary materials, colors, design, and scale of letters.  

(b) The Sign Types permitted in each form or zoning district shall be as defined in 

Table 7.2.1-B below: 
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Table 7.2.1-B Sign Types Permitted by Form/Zoning District 

 Mixed Use Enterprise & 
Institutional 

Standard 

Sign Type FD6 FD5 DW-PT NAC NAC-CR NAC-RC NMU E-LM E-AE I  

Awning & 
Canopy Sign 

          
7.2.2 

Band Sign           7.2.3 

Blade Sign           7.2.4 

Directory Sign           7.2.5 

Freestanding 
Sign 

          
7.2.6 

Freestanding 
Yard Sign 

          
7.2.7 

Marquee           7.2.8 

Monument Sign           7.2.9 

Outdoor Display 
Case 

          
7.2.10 

Projecting Sign           7.2.11 

Sandwich Board           7.2.12 

Wall Sign           7.2.13 

Window Sign           7.2.14 

 - Sign Type is permitted  - Sign Type is not permitted 
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Table 7.2.1-B Sign Types Permitted by Form/Zoning District (continued) 

 Residential Civic, RCO & Urban Reserve Standard 

Sign Type RH RM/ 

RM-W 

RL/ 

RL-W 
Civic & 

RCO-R/G 
RCO-A RCO-C UR  

Awning & Canopy Sign        7.2.2 

Band Sign        7.2.3 

Blade Sign        7.2.4 

Directory Sign        7.2.5 

Freestanding Sign        7.2.6 

Freestanding Yard Sign        7.2.7 

Marquee        7.2.8 

Monument Sign        7.2.9 

Outdoor Display Case        7.2.10 

Projecting Sign        7.2.11 

Sandwich Board        7.2.12 

Wall Sign        7.2.13 

Window Sign        7.2.14 

 - Sign Type is permitted  - Sign Type is not permitted 
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7.2.2: Awning & Canopy Sign 

 

Description 

This Sign type consists of one or more faces, and is integrated within or part of an Awning or 
Canopy extending over a principal entrance and/or first floor windows on a Primary or 
Secondary Frontage, or spanning across an individual storefront or an entire building façade. 

Specifications 

Location Only Awnings and Canopies on ground floor doors or windows may 
contain signs. 

Quantity (max)  1 per Awning  

 3 per Canopy 

Area, Lettering 
(max) 

 75% of the area of the Valance or Canopy face 
 25%  of the area of the sloping plane of an Awning 

Height, Lettering 
(min/max) 

 5-in min; 10-in max on the Valance, or 18-in max on sloping plane of an 
Awning 

 24” max. on a Canopy 

Miscellaneous 

Canopy Signs may be placed on the face and sides of the Canopy, or extend above or below 
the Canopy face provided 8-ft min. clear height above the sidewalk is maintained.  

Awning Signs may only be placed on the Valance or sloping plane of the Awning, not both. 

Awning Signs shall not be internally illuminated or backlit. Canopy Signs may only be backlit. 

Awning or Canopy Signs in a Residential district shall not be illuminated. 

Any encroachment into or over the public right-of-way must also be approved by the Dept. of 
Public Works and/or City Council as may be applicable. 
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7.2.3: Band Sign 

 

Description 

This Sign type consists of a single face, and is placed within a Sign Band that is architecturally 
integrated into the overall design of the building façade over a principal entrance and 
spanning across an individual storefront or the entire façade on a Primary Frontage. 

Specifications 

Quantity (max) 1 Band Sign per street-level storefront  

Width, Sign (max) Length of the street-level storefront frontage  

Height, Sign (max) 3-ft  

Height, Overall (max) the lesser of the floor level of the second floor or 18-ft above the 
finished sidewalk. 

Depth/Projection, 
lettering (max) 

7-in from the face of the Sign Band 

Area, Sign  (max) 75% of that portion of the Sign Band associated with the street-level 
use  

Miscellaneous 

Band Signs shall include only characters, background, lighting, and an optional logo. 

If illuminated, Band Signs may only be externally illuminated or backlit. 
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7.2.4: Blade Sign 

   

Description 

This Sign type consists of 1-2 faces, and projects perpendicular from the Building facade on a 
Primary or Secondary Frontage, or elevation where street frontage is not available. 

Specifications 

Location (max) within 4-feet of a principal entrance. 

Quantity (max) 1 per ground floor tenant 

Width, Sign (max) 3-ft  

Height, Sign (max) 3-ft  

Depth, Sign (max) 6-in  

Offset from Building  
(min/max) 

6-in min and 12-in max from the facade 

Projection (max) 4-ft from the facade  

Area, Sign (max) 9 sqft  

Height, Clear (min) 8-ft min. above finished sidewalk (the lowest portion of the 
overhanging sign and/or bracket) 

Height, Overall (max) The lesser of the  floor level of the second floor or 18-ft above the 
finished sidewalk. 

Miscellaneous 

The bracket must be an integral part of the Sign design. 

A Blade Sign erected on a building that adjoins the intersection of 2 streets may intersect at a 
45 degree angle to the corner of the building. 

A Blade Sign may be attached to the face or underside of a canopy 

If illuminated, Blade Signs shall only be externally illuminated. 

Blade Signs in any Residential, RCO, or Urban Reserve district shall not be illuminated. 

Any encroachment into or over the public right-of-way must also be approved by the Dept. of 
Public Works and/or City Council as may be applicable. 
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7.2.5: Directory Sign 

  

Description 

This Sign type has a single face and consists of  either a panel or individual letters applied 
directly to a building wall, typically listing the names of building tenants. 

Specifications 

Location (max) within 4-feet of a principal entrance. 

Quantity (max) 1 per principal entrance 

Width (max) 18-inches 

Height (max) 36-inches 

Depth/Projection (max) 3-inches from the facade 

Miscellaneous 

If illuminated, Directory Signs may only be backlit. 

Directory Signs in any Residential, RCO, or Urban Reserve district shall not be illuminated. 
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7.2.6: Freestanding Sign 

 

Description 

This Sign type consists of 1 or 2 faces, is fully detached from a Building, and placed in a front 
yard with external support consisting of 1-2 posts. 

Specifications 

Quantity (max) 1 per primary street frontage 

Width  (max) 8-ft (not including supports) 

Height 10-ft (not including supports) 

Depth (face-to-face) 
(max) 

1-ft  

Sign Area (max) 60 sf. (not including supports) or 0.5 sf per linear foot of street facing 
building frontage whichever is less. 

Setback (min) The lesser of 3-ft from the front properly line or in-line with the 
building façade, and 5-ft from any side properly line 

Height, Overall (max) 14-ft above the finished grade (including supports).  

Miscellaneous 

No part of a Freestanding Sign may  encroach or overhang upon a public right-of-way, clear 
sight triangle, driveway, parking area, or walkway. 

Freestanding Signs associated with a Fuel Service Station may include electronic changeable 
copy only for the display of numerals. 

Freestanding Signs may only be internally or externally illuminated or backlit. 
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7.2.7: Freestanding Yard Sign 

    

Description 

This Sign type consists of 1 or 2 faces, is fully detached from a Building, and placed in a front 
yard with external support consisting of 1-2 posts. 

Specifications 

Location primary street frontage 

Quantity (max) 1 per lot. 

Width (max) 6-ft (not including supports) 

Height 4-ft (not including supports) 

Depth (face-to-face) (max) 1-ft  

Area (max) 20 sf (not including supports) 

Setback (min) The lesser of 3-ft from the front properly line or in line with the 
building façade, and 5-ft from any side properly line 

Height, Overall (max) 6-ft above the finished grade (including supports).  

Miscellaneous 

No part of a Freestanding Yard Sign may encroach or overhang upon a public right-of-way, 
clear sight triangle, driveway, parking area, or walkway. 

Freestanding Yard Signs may only be externally illuminated. 

Freestanding Yard Signs in any Residential, RCO, or Urban Reserve district shall not be 
illuminated. 
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7.2.8: Marquee 

 
 

Description 

This Sign type consists of 1-3 faces on an iconic structural feature of a Building that projects 
perpendicular from the façade over a principal entrance. 

Specifications 

Quantity (max) 1 per primary street frontage. 

Width (max) Width of the street-level frontage associated with the principal 
entrance 

Projection (min/max) 6-ft min.; 10-ft max. from the facade 

Setback (min) No closer than 3-ft from the back of the curb 

Area, Sign (max) 75% of any face of the Marquee 

Height, Clear (min) 10-ft above the finished sidewalk 

Height, Overall (max) The top of the Marquee shall be no more than the lesser of the floor 
level of third Story or 35-ft above the finished sidewalk 

Miscellaneous 

Marquees shall be allowed only for the following uses: Cinemas, Conference/ Convention 
Centers, Performing Arts Centers, and Recreation Facility - Indoor. 

A  Marquee erected on a Building that adjoins the intersection of 2 streets may intersect at a 
45 degree angle to the corner of the Building. 

Marquees shall be cantilevered or supported from above. Columns or Posts extending to the 
ground are prohibited. 

Marquees may be illuminated internally and directly, and may include manual or electronic 
changeable message.  Marquees may include intermittent blinking and flashing lamps and 
borders. 

Any encroachment into or over the public right-of-way must also be approved by the Dept. of 
Public Works and/or City Council as may be applicable. 
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7.2.9: Monument Sign 

 

Description 

This Sign type consists of 1-2 faces, is placed in a front yard fully detached from a Building, 
and is supported along the entire length of its base. 

Specifications 

Quantity 1 per primary street frontage. 

Depth (face-to-face) 
(max) 

2.5-ft  

Setback (min)   The lesser of 3-ft from the front properly line or in line with the 
building façade. 

 5-ft from any side properly line. 

Area (max) 60 sf (not including supports) or 0.5 sf per linear foot of street facing 
building frontage whichever is less. 

Height, Overall (max) 6-ft from the finished grade 

Miscellaneous 

No part of a Monument Sign may encroach upon a public right-of-way, clear sight triangle, 
driveway, parking area, or walkway. 

If illuminated, a Monument Sign may only be internally or externally illuminated or backlit. 

Monument Signs in a Residential or RCO district shall not be illuminated. 

A  Monument Sign associated with a public or civic use may include manual or electronic  
changeable message. 
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7.2.11: Outdoor Display Case 

  

Description 

This Sign type has a single face and consists of a metal or wood framed cabinet mounted onto 
a building facade a Primary or Secondary Frontage with a transparent window and a lockable 
opening allowing the contents, such as menus or posters, to be kept current. 

Specifications 

Quantity (max) 1 per tenant* 

Width(max) 3-ft 

Height (max) 4-ft 

Area (max) 6-sf* 

Depth/Projection (max) 3-in from the Facade 

 * Cinemas, Performing Arts Centers, and Performing Arts Studios may 
have up to 4 Outdoor Display Cases per street frontage, each not 
exceeding 12-sqft in area, not to exceed fifteen (15%) per cent of the 
area of the Façade associated with the tenant. 

Miscellaneous 

Outdoor Display Cases may only be illuminated from inside the display case, and shall not 
include electronic changeable messages. 
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7.2.12: Projecting Sign 

   
Description 

This Sign type consists of 2 faces on an iconic structural feature of a Building that projects 
perpendicular from the Façade. 

Specifications 

Quantity (max) 1 per Primary street Frontage 

Width, Sign (max) 4-ft  

Height, Sign (max) 10-ft  

Depth, Sign (max) 6-in  

Offset from Building 
(min & max) 

6-in min and 12-in max from the Facade 

Projection (max) 5-ft from the Façade (incl brackets) 

Area, Sign (max) 40 sqft 

Height, Clear (min) the greater of the floor level of second Story or 15-ft above finished 
sidewalk 

Height, Overall (max) the lesser of the floor level of third Story or 35-ft above the finished 
sidewalk 

Miscellaneous 

The bracket must be an integral part of the Sign design. 

A Projecting Sign erected on a building that adjoins the intersection of 2 streets may intersect 
at a 45 degree angle to the corner of the building. 

A Projecting Sign shall be cantilevered or supported from above. Columns or Posts extending 
to the ground are prohibited. 

A Projecting Sign may be illuminated externally, internally, and directly. 

Any encroachment into or over the public right-of-way must also be approved by the Dept. of 
Public Works and/or City Council as may be applicable. 
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7.2.13: Sandwich Board 

   
 

Description 

This Sign type is a two-sided, portable sign that is constructed in the form of an “A” or similar 
tent-like shape, or attached to a heavy base in the form of an inverted “T”. 

Specifications 

Quantity (max) 1 per ground floor tenant; and 1 per 4 upper story or below grade tenants 

Area (max) 8 sf 

Height (max) 4-ft above the finished grade; 3-ft if placed within a clear sight triangle 

Width (max) 3-ft 

Location  15-ft max. from a principal entrance 

 no closer than 10-ft from a street intersection or crosswalk 

 no closer than 12-ft from another Sandwich Board 

Miscellaneous 

A Sandwich Board shall not interfere with ingress and egress points and the flow of pedestrian 
traffic, and a minimum of 5-feet of sidewalk clearance must be maintained at all times. 

A Sandwich Board shall only be displayed during business hours, and must be taken indoors 
when the business is closed. 

A Sandwich Board must be freestanding, and shall not be attached to the ground or any other 
structure or object. 

A Sandwich Board shall not be illuminated. 

A Sandwich Board shall be constructed of durable, weather resistant materials and finish, and 
sufficiently weighted to the ground to prevent blow-down. During high wind events all Sandwich 
Boards shall be taken indoors. 

The requirements of this Sign Type do not apply to Sandwich Boards placed within the public 
right-of-way which must be approved by the Dept. of Public Works or the Church Street 
Marketplace Commission as may be applicable. 
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7.2.14: Wall Sign 

  
 

Description 

This Sign type has a single face and is attached, painted, or otherwise mounted parallel to a 
building  or structure wall on a Primary or Secondary Frontage or elevation where no street 
Frontage is available. 

Specifications 

Height (max) No higher than the floor level of the second story . 

Area (max)  2 sf per linear foot of street frontage, or elevation where no street 
frontage is available, associated with a first floor tenant. 

 10 sf for a second floor tenant with only a ground floor entryway. 

 In no case may the total area of all Wall Signs exceed the lesser of 
two hundred (200) square feet or fifteen (15%) per cent of the area 
of the façade or elevation to which they are attached. 

 A Wall Sign in any residential district shall not exceed 6-sf in area. 

 A Wall Sign in a RCO-R/G district shall not exceed 20-sf in area. 

Depth/Projection (max) 12-in max. from the facade 

Miscellaneous 

A Wall Sign may not be applied on or obscure architectural features such as: windows, doors 
(other than egress-only), pilasters, cornices, window, door or other building trim, feature bands, 
and other recessed or projecting features. 

A Wall Sign may not be painted on walls made of previously unpainted stone or brick. 

If illuminated, Wall Signs may be externally illuminated or backlit. 
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7.2.15: Window Sign 

  

Description 

This Sign type has a single face, and is affixed directly onto or behind the glazing of a window 
and/or door on a Primary or Secondary Frontage, or elevation where no Frontage is available. 

Specifications 

Quantity (max) 1  per first or second floor window and/or ground floor entry. 

Area (max)  20% of the area of any individual window located between 4 and 7 
feet above the adjacent sidewalk or finished grade. 

 total area may not exceed 30% of the total window area of all 
windows with Signs combined per façade or elevation. 

Height, Lettering (max) 8-inches 

Miscellaneous 

Characters and logos shall be placed directly on the glazing or placed no more than 12” behind 
the glazing. Items placed more than 12” from the glazing shall not be considered a  Window Sign. 

Window Signs shall not be illuminated, however the use of neon as part of the Sign design is 
permitted. 

Window Signs in any Residential, RCO, or Urban Reserve district shall not be illuminated. 

Window area calculations shall include only the glazing. 

Window Signs shall not interfere with the primary function of windows, which is to enable 
passersby and public safety personnel to see through windows into premises and view product 
displays. 
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the  
 

 

(a) Freestanding Signs: 

The height of freestanding signs shall be measured from the 

official street grade to the top of the light standard or supporting 

standard, whichever is higher. Only one freestanding sign is 

permitted for each separate street frontage devoted to an 

establishment. A kiosk sign is considered a freestanding sign.  A 

sign that stands without supporting elements, such as "sandwich 

sign" or interchangeable message board on wheels, is also 

considered a freestanding sign. (See Figure 7.1.9-1) 

 

(b) Kiosk Signs: 

 Kiosks erected on city sidewalks shall not occupy 

more than twenty-five per cent (25%) of the total width of 

the sidewalk measured at the location of the kiosk. The maximum height of a kiosk 

shall not exceed nine (9) feet. Kiosks shall not unreasonably interfere with the 

normal flow of pedestrian traffic. A bus shelter may be used as a kiosk. Kiosks are 

to be distinguished from "free-standing signs" which are governed by Section 21-5 

of Chapter 21 of the Burlington Code of Ordinances. 
 

(c) Parallel Signs: 

Parallel signs shall not extend beyond the edge of any wall or 

other surface to which they are mounted, and shall not project 

more than eighteen (18) inches from the surface thereof. (See 

Figure 7.1.9-2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7.1.9-2 Parallel 

SignSign 

Figure 7.1.9-1 Freestanding 

SignSign 
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(d) Projecting Signs: 

The content of projecting signs must be affixed flat to such canopy, 

marquee, or awning and is limited to announcing the name of the 

establishment or any on-premises show or event. (See Figure 7.1.9-3)  

 

 

 

 

(e) Roof Signs: 

No sign or advertising device attached to a building shall project above 

the roof or parapet line nor more than 12 inches out from the wall to 

which it is attached. 

 

Sec. 7.1.10   Location and Area 

(a) Obstruction: 

No sign shall be placed in such a way that it prevents clear and unobstructed view of a 

highway or official sign or of approaching or merging traffic. 

(b) Setbacks: 

No portion of any freestanding sign shall be located any closer to any property line than 

fifty per cent (50%) of the required yard setback for the district in which it is located. 

 

 

 

Figure 7.1.9-3 Projecting 

SignSign 
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PART 2: DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

 

Sec. 7.2.1 Regulation by District 

Signs shall be permitted in each district as specified in Table 7.2.1-1 below and as 

further regulated by the provisions of this Part. Where other provisions in this Article 

are more restrictive than Table 7.2.1-1, the more restrictive provisions shall apply. 

Table 7.2.1-1: Sign Regulation Summary 

  Zoning District4 

Sign Type Dimensional 

Requirements 

All RCO 

and 

Residential

Districts 

All Mixed 

Use and 

Institutional 

Districts 

All 

Enterprise 

Districts 

(Reserved) 

Parallel Size 20-sf 2-sf1 2-sf1 - 

 Maximum 

Height 

14-ft2 14-ft2 14-ft2 - 

 Illumination No Yes Yes - 

Projecting      

 Size 4-sf 4-sf 4-sf - 

 Maximum 

Height 

12-ft2 14-ft 14-ft - 

 Illumination No Yes Yes - 

Freestanding Size 20-sf ½-sf1 1-sf1 - 

 Maximum 

Height 

6-ft 14-ft 6-ft - 

 Illumination No Yes3 Yes - 

0. Size is determined per each linear foot of building frontage allocated to the establishment 

0. Or ceiling height of the first floor, whichever is less, except in D, D-T, E-LM and NMU-NAC where the 

sign may be above 14 feet as per Sec 7.2.3(a)4, Sec. 7.2.4 (c)2D, or Sec. 7.2.4(c)6C.  

0. Illuminated freestanding signs are not permitted in NMU district.  
0. No signs shall be permitted in the Urban Reserve District.  

Sec. 7.2.2 Signs in Residential and RCO Districts  

(a) Permitted Signs: 

In addition to signs authorized under Sec. 7.1.3 and Table 7.2.1-1, only tThe 

following on-premise signs shall be permitted in any Residential and RCO districts 

in addition to signs authorized under Sec. 7.1.3. 

(a) Restrictions on Residential District and RCO District Signs: 

Formatted: Font: Italic
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 In all residential districts, only one (1) sign per property shall be allowed.   

 In all residential and RCO districts, no sign shall be located within three (3) feet 

of any sidewalk or its vertical plane, except where such sign is attached to the 

face of the building at least eight (8) feet above the sidewalk and protruding no 

more than six (6) inches from the face of the building. 

 

(b) Parallel Signs: 

 Parallel signs are permitted provided: 

1.  One (1) sign not exceeding twenty (20) square feet. 

2.  Sign not to exceed fourteen (14) feet in height or the ceiling height of the first 

floor, whichever is less.  

0. Organization Signs. Parallel, projecting and freestanding signs representing 

governmental educational or religious organizations provided that the total area 

of all signs for any individual use shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet. 

0. Agricultural Signs. One (1) sign advertising for sale agricultural produce raised 

on the premises, not to exceed two (2) square feet in area. 

0. Non-residential Building Sign. One sign identifying a permitted non-residential 

building, use, or activity, provided the area of such sign shall not exceed twenty 

(20) square feet. 

(c) Freestanding Signs: 

 Freestanding signs are permitted provided: 

1.  One (1) sign for each separate street frontage provided that it does not exceed 

twenty (20) square feet. 

2.  Sign not to exceed six (6) feet in height. 

 

(d) Projecting Signs: 

 Projecting signs are permitted provided: 

1.  One (1) sign not exceeding four (4) square feet. 

2.  Sign not to exceed twelve (12) feet in height or the ceiling height of the first 

floor, whichever is less. 

(b) Restrictions on Residential District Signs: 

The following restrictions regarding type and placement of signs pertain to all signs 

in all Residential and RCO districts: 

0. No sign shall be located within three (3) feet of any sidewalk or its vertical 

plane, except where such sign is attached to the face of the building at least 

eight (8) feet above the sidewalk and protruding no more than six (6) inches 

from the face of the building. 
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Sec. 7.2.3 Signs in Mixed Use Districts 

Except as provided pursuant to Sec 7.2.4 below pertaining to signs on the Church Street 

Marketplace, the following on-premise signs may be permitted in any mixed use zoning 

district in addition to signs authorized under Sec. 7.1.3 and Table 7.2.1-1: 

(a) Parallel Signs: 

Parallel signs are permitted provided: 

0. The total area of all parallel signs for each establishment shall not exceed two 

(2) square feet for each linear foot of frontage devoted to such establishment.  

If such establishment does not occupy any floor area on the ground level, other 

than an entryway, the maximum permitted sign area shall not exceed one (1) 

square foot for each linear foot of frontage devoted to such establishment. 

0. Signs painted on or affixed to the inside or outside of windows shall be included 

in the computation under (1) above and (2) below, only if the combined area 

exceeds twenty-five (25) per cent of the area of the window which they occupy. 

0. In no case, however, may the total area of all parallel signs exceed the lesser of 

two hundred (200) square feet or fifteen (15%) per cent of the area of the facade 

to which they are attached for the length of frontage devoted to such 

establishment. 

0. A sign above 14 feet may be allowed where the first floor of the building has a 

floor-to-ceiling height in excess of 14 feet, subject to the following: 

 . In no instance shall a sign be allowed above the floor level of a second 

story, or the cornice line of a structure whichever is lower; 

 . Such signs shall be architecturally compatible with the design of the 

structure; and, 

 . No such sign can be internally illuminated. 

(b) Freestanding Signs: 

Freestanding signs are permitted provided: 

0. Only one such sign shall be permitted for each separate street frontage devoted 

to an establishment; 

0. The area of any such sign shall not exceed one half (1/2) square foot per one (1) 

linear foot of frontage or a total of sixty (60) square feet, which ever is less; 

and, 

0. The height of any freestanding sign shall not exceed fourteen (14) feet. 

(c) Projecting Signs: 

Projecting signs are permitted provided the sign: 

1. Does not visually interfere with the view to and from adjacent properties; 

1. Does not extend above any portion of the roof of the building to which such 

sign is affixed; 
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1. Has its lowest edge at least eight (8) feet above any pedestrian way; and, 

1. Is vertically aligned. 

(d) Signs connected to a canopy, awning, or marquee: 

Signs connected to a canopy, awning, or marquee are considered projecting signs, 

and as such are governed by (c) above and the following:  

0. All lettering and artwork is fixed flat to such canopy, marquee or awning.; and, 

0. All lettering is limited to the name of the establishment and announcing any on-

premise show or event where applicable. 

 

 Sec. 7.2.4 Sign Regulations for Church Street Marketplace 

The regulations of this section shall govern all signs located in the Church Street 

Marketplace District (hereinafter "district") as defined by Sec. 321 of the City Charter. 

(a) Marketplace Commission Approval: 

Prior to review and approval of an application under this ordinance for a sign, all 

signs, banners, kiosks, and similar advertising features must be reviewed by and 

consented to in writing by the Church Street Marketplace District Commission, 

which may make use of the Church Street Marketplace Design Guidelines in such 

reviews. 

(b) Exemptions: 

Signs at the following addresses shall be exempted from the provisions of this 

subpart. Such signs may be repaired or replaced so long as the repair or replacement 

is identical to the sign existing at the time of this ordinance. Where such repair or 

placement changes the appearance of the sign, the sign must meet all requirements 

of this subpart. 

0. 34 Church Street; 

0. 37 Church Street; 

0. 75 Church Street (Bank Street facade); 

0. 78 Church Street; 

0. 107 Church Street; and, 

0. 115 Church Street. 

(c) Permitted Signs and Restrictions: 

Unless otherwise noted, the following on-premise signs shall be permitted: 

1. Parallel Signs: 

A. The total area of all parallel signs for each establishment shall not 

exceed one and one-half (1.5) square foot of length of that portion of 

such wall devoted to such establishment. 
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A. If such establishment does not occupy any floor area of the ground level 

of the building, other than an entryway, the maximum permitted sign 

area shall not exceed ten (10) square feet. 

A. Signs painted on or affixed to the inside or outside of windows shall be 

included in the computation of subsections (A) and (B) above, if their 

combined area exceeds thirty (30) per cent of the area of the window 

they occupy. 

A. No signs, except window signs, shall be placed more than one (1) foot 

above the finish floor level of the second floor of a multi-story building 

to which they are attached. In no case shall such signs be placed more 

than fourteen (14) feet above the lowest point where the sidewalk meets 

the building line on the façade to which the sign is attached or, where 

there is a public canopy structure, above the top edge of the glass roof. 

A. No parallel sign shall project more than twelve (12) inches from the face 

of the wall to which it is attached, except as otherwise provided in 

subsection (3)(b) below. 

2. Projecting signs: 

 . There shall be no more than one (1) such sign per establishment. 

 . The total area of such a projecting sign shall not exceed eight (8) square 

feet. 

 . The maximum projection of such sign beyond the building line shall not 

exceed four (4) feet. 

 . The maximum height to the top of such a sign, as measured from the 

lowest sidewalk elevation at the building line on the façade to which the 

sign is attached, shall not exceed eighteen (18) feet. 

 . The lower edge of such a sign must be at least seven (7) feet six (6) 

inches above the sidewalk directly beneath the sign. 

 . Three-dimensional signs depicting the goods or services available on 

the premises are allowed within the limits specified in items (A) through 

(E) above. The area of the smallest rectangle, which can be drawn 

encompassing all the parts of the sign, shall measure the area of such 

signs. 

 . Two-dimensional signs shall have both faces parallel, vertical and at 

right angles to the building line. 

3. Canopies, marquees and awnings: 

 . Canopies, marquees, and awnings attached to buildings are permitted 

subject to development review board review.  

 . When a sign is affixed to such a canopy, marquee or awning, it shall 

satisfy the following requirements: 
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i. If placed parallel to the building facade, its area shall be deducted 

from the maximum allowable area of parallel signs; and, 

i. If at right angles, it shall be in substitution of any other projecting 

sign and shall meet the requirements of subsection (2) A, B, and D 

through G above for projecting signs. 

4. Pedestrian Canopy Signs/Floor Mosaic Signs.  

 . Permanent verbal and nonverbal signs, satisfying the conditions of (3)

 above for canopies, marquees and awnings, may be attached to the 

Church Street pedestrian canopy provided they also satisfy the 

following requirements: 

 . Such signs may be attached only to front or back columns or to cross 

members below the glass; 

 . The owner of such a sign must bear the full cost of attaching the sign 

to the canopy structure and must also fully restore the galvanized 

and painted waterproofing membranes on the canopy, which may be 

damaged during attachment or removal of the sign; 

 . The maximum height of such sign measured from the base of the 

sidewalk directly below shall be nine (9) feet; and, 

 . No person shall have more than two (2) signs located in or attached 

to any part of the public right-of-way or public canopy system. 

 . Mosaic signs are permitted in the floor of building entries and may fill 

the entire entry. Such signs may be placed within the sidewalk directly 

in front of building entries, subject to the following conditions: 

 . The materials used in creating such a sign must be durable, nonskid 

paving materials, laid in a manner that is compatible with the 

existing sidewalk paving and creating no discontinuities in sidewalk 

surface or changes in grade; 

 . The width of such a sidewalk sign shall be no greater than the width 

of the building entry and the depth shall be no more than seven (7) 

feet from the building line; and, 

 . The owner must bear the full cost of removing the existing sidewalk 

pavement, assume all liabilities for structural problems in the 

sidewalk or accidents which may occur due to such re-paving, and 

restore the original pavement should any problem arise. 

5. Kiosks.  

Permanent kiosks are permitted provided that the information displayed thereon 

shall serve a public purpose such as the names and locations of establishments 

on the block in which the kiosk is located or on the Church Street Marketplace 

as a whole, or provision of space for changing information such as posters and 

announcements; and provided that such kiosks meet the following location and 

dimensional requirements: 
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A. Such kiosk shall not impede the flow of pedestrian traffic; 

A. Such kiosk shall not interfere with any publicly funded amenity; 

A. The maximum area of the projected plan of such a kiosk shall be fifteen 

(15) square feet;  

A. The maximum height of such kiosk shall be ten (10) feet; and, 

A. Two-dimensional signs shall have both faces parallel, vertical and at 

right angles to the building line. 

6. Other restrictions on type and placement of signs: 

 . Freestanding on-premises signs are not permitted, except as otherwise 

provided below. 

 . Internally illuminated signs are prohibited. Signs inside the building 

may be illuminated in any manner by a steady source of light. Signs 

external to the building envelope may be illuminated by a steady source 

of light external to the sign, except that linear outline neon signs with 

no background are permitted. 

 . Fabric banners or streamers may be mounted on the façade of a building 

with the written approval of the city engineer, who must be satisfied as 

to the structural soundness of the mounting device to withstand wind 

loads. All liability in case of structural failure, however, shall remain 

the sole responsibility of the owner. The lower edge of such a banner or 

streamer must be at least fourteen (14) feet above the sidewalk directly 

beneath the sign. The maximum projection of such banner or streamer 

beyond the building line shall not exceed six (6) feet. 

 . Temporary flags or banners may be attached to those light poles that 

have been structurally designed to receive them. 

 

Sec. 7.2.5 Signs in Enterprise Districts 

Signs in the Enterprise Zoning Districts shall be subject to the restrictions in Sec. 7.2.3 

except as modified below: 

(a) The total area of any parallel sign shall not exceed two (2) square feet for each foot 

of length of the front building wall or length of that portion of such wall devoted to 

such establishment, or two hundred (200) square feet, whichever is less; 

(a) No parallel sign shall be painted on or affixed to the outside windows; 

(a) Illuminated signs are prohibited; 

(a) Freestanding signs shall not exceed six (6) feet in height;  

(a) The area of any freestanding sign shall not exceed one half (1/2) square foot per 

one (1) linear foot of frontage or a total of sixty (60) square feet, which ever is less; 

and, 
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(a) No sign shall be located within three (3) feet of any sidewalk or its vertical plane, 

except where such sign is attached to the face of the building at least eight (8) feet 

above the sidewalk and is protruding no more than six (6) inches from the face of 

the building. 

 

Sec. 7.2.6 Signs in the Institutional District 

Signs in the Institutional Zoning District shall be subject to the restrictions in Sec. 7.2.3. 

Signs in the district which exceed these restrictions shall be permitted provided such sign 

is in accordance with a signage plan submitted by the institution and approved by the 

DRB. 

 

 

PART 3:  MASTER SIGN PLANS 

 

Sec. 7.3.1  Intent 

In order to provide for a higher degree of design quality, flexibility, compatibility, and 

creativity in larger buildings and building complexes with multiple tenants or uses 

owners, signSigns shall be allowed as specified in a signMaster Sign Plan  master plan 

for the property. as follows:    

 

Sec. 7.3.2 Applicability 

Within any Mixed Use, Enterprise, or Institutional zoning district, all signSigns located 

on a site, building, or a complex of buildings located on a single lot with three or more 

owners, tenants, or uses owners located on a single lot or adjacent lots under common 

ownership may be granted a zoning permit if the signs comply with a sign Master Sign 

Plan  master plan submitted by the building owner and reviewed and approved by the 

DRB under the provisions of Sec. 7.3.4 belowthis Part and Article 6. Signs located on 

City property erected by or at the direction of the City or any of its departments in the 

performance of their public duty or responsibility may also seek approval under the 

provisions of this Part. 

Where a Master Sign Plan includes sufficient detail regarding the location, type, 

lighting, and other requirements for individual Signs, those Signs may be approved as 

part of the Master Sign Plan without the necessity for an individual permit(s). 

Otherwise the installation of individual Signs proposed pursuant to, and in compliance 

with, an approved Master Sign Plan shall receive administrative review and approval 

pursuant to the procedural requirements of Sec. 3.2.7. 
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Sec. 7.3.3 Submission Requirements 

A sign Master Sign Plan  master plan shall be a comprehensive plan of all planned 

signSigns to be located on the site(s) and on all facades of the building or building 

complex.  

Information to be included in a signMaster Sign Plan  master plan shall include, but not 

be limited to, the following in sufficient detail as necessary to render a decision for the 

Master Sign Plan and individual Signs as may be applicable: 

(a) Total number of signSigns proposed, including any existing signSigns that will 

remain. 

(b) Sketch of signSigns clearly indicating size/dimensions of all signSigns – including 

height above finished grade, lettering, logos or other graphics, colors, materials, 

texture. 

(c) Types of signSigns – parallelsee Part 2, freestanding, projecting or window. 

(d) Building elevations/photographs clearly illustrating the placement of signSigns 

placed on all buildings. 

(e) A sSite plan indicating the location of all freestanding signSigns, buildings, and 

structures. 

(f) Methods of illumination. 

 

Sec. 7.3.4 Flexibility from Existing Standards 

(a) The Master Sign Plan must establish standards of consistency applicable to all 

Signs to be provided on the subject property with regard to: 

 Colors; 

 Letter/graphics style; 

 Location and Sign Type; 

 Materials;  

 Methods of illumination; and/or 

 Maximum dimensions and proportion. 

(b) A Master Sign Plan shall be consistent with the intent and purpose of the form or 

zoning district within which the site is located and the intent of this Article, and be 

compatible with the site and character of the surrounding area. 

(c) All of the Signs in a Master Sign Plan shall be designed and organized in a manner 

consistent and complementary with the overall architecture of the Building, and 

employ complimentary materials, colors, design, and scale of letters while still 

providing diversity and differentiation among individual tenants, 

(d) The sign master plan shall be compatible with the site and buildings and character 

of the surrounding area pursuant to the provisions of Article 6. While iIndividual 

signSigns in the an approved Master Sign Plan plan may vary from the locational 

restrictions standards of Sections 7.2.3, 7.2.4, 7.2.5 and 7.2.6 in the typePart 2 of 

this Article pertaining to each Sign Type.  and placement of signs on a structure or 
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lot,However, no individual signSign may exceed the size maximum area limitations 

as pefor the specified Sign Type, or conflict with the limitations and prohibitions 

of Sec. 7.1.4 r Sec. 7.2.3(a)(3). 

(e) Except for such variations approved by the development review boardDRB by 

acceptance of a Master Sign Plan master sign plan pursuant to this Article, all other 

requirements, permits, and restrictions regarding signSigns shall remain in effect. 

 

Sec. 7.3.5 On the Record Review 

Pursuant to the authority of 24 V.S.A. §4471(b), any permit request for a Master 

SignSign Plan approval by the DRB will be on the record, so that any appeal is not a 

de novo review, in accordance with the Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure. 

 

 

 

 

Sec.  13.1.2  Definitions.  

Electronic Message Display:  Any element of a Sign or Sign structure capable of 

displaying words, symbols, figures, images, or messages that can be electronically or 

mechanically changed by remote or automatic means. This also includes any display 

that incorporates rotating panels, LED lights manipulated through digital input, 

“digital ink,” or any other method or technology that allows a Sign to present a series 

of images, messages, or displays. This does not include Signs with manually-

changeable copy.A sign in which one or more illuminated characters in a display may 

be changed by electronic means. 

Nit: a photometric unit of measurement referring to luminance (the visible-light 

intensity or brightness given off by a surface or object). One nit is equivalent to one 

candela per square meter(cd/m2). 

Sign: Any words, lettering, parts of letters, figures, numerals, phrases, sentences, 

emblems, devices, designs, images, trade names, and trade marks by which anything 

is made known, such asthat are used to identify, or advertise, or attract attention to an 

individual, a firm, an association, a corporation, a profession, a business, place, event, 

or a commodity, or product , which are visible from a public -street thoroughfare or 

right-of-way and used to attract attention. (See Article 7) 

Flag: A typically rectangular or triangular piece of fabric or other similar non-rigid 

material, with or without characters, letters, illustration, or ornamentation, supported 

or anchored along one edge or two corners. If any side is more than three times as 

long as any other side the flag is considered a banner. 

Banner: A typically rectangular piece of fabric or other similar non-rigid material, 

and with or without characters, letters, illustration, or ornamentation, supported or 

anchored at its four corners, top and bottom, or along top with weighted bottom. 
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(a) Business Sign: An on-premises sign that directs attention to any primary business, 

commodity, service, industry or other activity, which is sold, offered or conducted on 

the premises.  

(a)  Directly Illuminated Sign: A sign, which emits light from a source within 

such sign directly or through transparent or translucent material, including but 

not, limited to, neon and exposed lamp signs.  

(b)  Flashing Sign: An illuminated sign on which an artificial light is in a non-

stationary position or is not constant in intensity or color at all times during use.  

(c) Freestanding Sign: A self-supporting sign resting on the ground or supported 

by means of poles or standards in the ground. The height of freestanding signs 

shall be measured from the official street grade to the top of the light standard 

or supporting standard, whichever is higher. Only one freestanding sign is 

permitted for each separate street frontage devoted to an establishment. A sign 

that stands without supporting elements, such as "sandwich sign" or 

interchangeable message board on wheels, is considered a freestanding sign.  

(d) Holiday Decorations: Holiday decorations displayed for and during 

recognized federal, state, or religious holidays shall be exempted from the 

provisions of this article except where they interfere with traffic safety or in any 

way becomes a public safety hazard.  

(e) Indirectly Illuminated Sign: A sign illuminated from an outside source so 

shielded that no direct rays are visible elsewhere on the lot. If such shielding 

device is defective, the sign shall be deemed to be a directly illuminated sign.  

(f)  Kiosk: Any structure erected in a public place with approval of the 

development review board for the specific purpose of displaying any sign to 

direct or inform pedestrians.   

(g) Non-complying Signs: Any sign existing at the time of the passage of this 

section that does not conform in area, illumination, type, or height with the  

provisions herein.  

(h) Off-Premise Sign: A sign which advertises or otherwise directs attention to 

any commodity or activity sold, offered or conducted elsewhere than on the 

premises upon which such sign is located.  

(i) Official Sign: Any sign, including traffic signs and similar regulatory notices, 

erected by a duly constituted governmental body.  

(j) On-Premise Sign: A sign directing attention to an activity on the same premise.  

(k) Parallel Sign: A sign attached, painted, or otherwise mounted parallel to a wall 

or other vertical building surface. Parallel signs do not extend beyond the edge 

of any wall or other surface to which they are mounted and do not project more 

than eighteen (18) inches from the surface thereof.  

(l) Projecting Sign: Any sign mounted to a wall or other vertical building surface 

other than a parallel sign. Signs connected to a canopy, awning, or marquee that 

project more than 18" are considered to be projecting signs. The content must 
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be affixed flat to such canopy, marquee, or awning and is limited to announcing 

the name of the establishment or any on-premises show or event. 

(m) Roof Sign: A sign erected on or above the roof or parapet of a building.   

(n) Temporary Sign: A display, information sign, banner, or other advertising 

device constructed of cloth, canvas, fabric, wood, or other light material, with 

or without a structure frame, and intended for a limited period of display.   

(o) Vehicular Sign: A sign affixed to any vehicle in such a manner that the display 

of such sign is a primary purpose of the vehicle. Any such sign shall be 

considered a freestanding sign.  

(p) Window Sign: A sign affixed to the window or placed within twelve (12) 

inches of the glass area.  
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Draft Minutes 
 

Members Present A Montroll, B Baker, Y Bradley, A Friend, E Lee, H Roen, J Wallace-Brodeur 

Members Absent  

Staff Present M Tuttle, D White, S Draper 

I.      Agenda 

Call to Order Time: 6:32 pm 

Agenda Approved As Is 

II. Public Forum  

Name Comment Commission Action? 

No members of the public spoke   

III. Report of the Chair 

A Montroll  No Report 

IV. Report of the Director 

D White  No Report 

V. 2019 Update to planBTV 

Action: No Action Required 

Motion by: Second by: Vote:  

Type: Presentation & Discussion (PDF on website) Presented by: M Tuttle 

Discussion/Notes:  

 Presented draft of the actions that follow each policy statement in the first half of planBTV.  

 Each action has an icon representing topic areas from current plan to help readers understand 

how issues are reorganized and summarized. Include a topical index in appendices, too. 

Distinctive 

 Regarding the action “Protect and expand urban forest to achieve 50% canopy city-wide”, 

should the plan include an update to the Urban Forestry Master Plan to address current issues 

such as the Emerald Ash Borer? 

Dynamic  

Regarding the action “Use technical review process to evaluate potential demand on public services” 

 Do we have a process that tracks and identifies at what point we need to make investments in 

the infrastructure to be able to understand the incremental development impacts?  

 This action works with the action about updating the capital plan to anticipate future needs in 

addition to current needs for upgrade/repair.  

http://www.burlingtonvt.gov/pz


Burlington Planning Commission Minutes p. 2 

Tuesday, September 11, 2018 

 
Inclusive 

Regarding the action “Increase penalties for chronic violations of livability standards” 

 Be sure this action communicates that livability encompasses quality of life, building, and zoning  

Regarding the action “Explore ways to strengthen NPAs & increase attendance” 

 Can this action be clarified? Focus should be on finding/creating new methods of public 

engagement, not relying only on the NPAs.  

Regarding the action “provide basic workforce training…” 

 Should note that this should be targeted to the specific needs for our economy based on a 

comprehensive economic strategy  

 What is the relationship of this to land use planning? About making sure when we are creating 

economic opportunity—partially about how we use land to facilitate that, but also about the 

supporting resources to be successful. Not all actions will be implemented by P&Z/Planning 

Commission, lots of other departments involved.  

Connected 

 Add a policy in this section about the connection to our region/outside our borders, with an 

action about internet/technology infrastructure 

 Add an action about the alley walk concept for walkability and placemaking 

 Expand the NAC policy to recognize civic spaces for social connectivity  

 Should there be a specific direction on Memorial Auditorium and Moran Plant, or rely on other 

actions about using existing before building new, and creating a community facilities plan? 

 Find a place in the plan to discuss ways to alleviate tax burden on individuals 

VI. Committee Reports  

Executive Next meeting September 25, 2018  

Ordinance CDO Amendment regarding junkyards will be coming soon 

Long Range No Report 

Other  

VII.   Commissioner Items 

Next Meeting September 25, 2018 @ 6:30pm in Conference Room 12, City Hall 

  A Friend commends staff’s work on the updated plan.  

 Act 250 Commission public forum at Elks Lodge, Sept 12th, 6pm. 

 ADU workshop on Sept 22nd, 10am at Heineberg Senior Center. 

 Renewable Energy VT Board meeting offered an opportunity for H Roen to 

hear about the difficulty of the Burlington permitting process for solar. 

VIII. Minutes & Communications 

Action: Approve Minutes 

Motion by: Y Bradley Second by: E Lee Vote:  Approved Unanimously 

Changes to Minutes: N/A 

Communications Filed: N/A 

IX. Adjourn 

Adjournment Time: 7:55pm 

Motion: J Wallace-Brodeur Second: A Friend Vote: Approved Unanimously 

  


