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Burlington Planning Commission 
Tuesday, January 24, 2017, 6:30 P.M. 

Conference Room 12, City Hall, 149 Church Street 

Minutes 
 

   Present: A. Montroll, A. Friend, H. Roen, J Wallace-Brodeur 

   Staff: M. Tuttle, D White, L. Brelsford 

 

I. Agenda 

Called to order at 6:33 pm 

 

II. Public Forum 

No members of public spoke. 

 

III. Report of the Chair 
A Montroll: Communication in packet regarding CCRPC motion to intervene in a public service board matter 

regarding high voltage line in Lake Champlain. Purpose for intervention is to participate to keep municipalities 

updated, and to determine whether any tax benefits to shoreline communities. Similar projects before, 

municipalities generally supportive as a way to get clean energy into Vermont. 

 

IV. Report of the Director 

D White: Staff consumed by four major projects: Burlington Town Center, Cambrian Rise, Fletcher 

Place/Colchester Avenue, and Pine/Flynn. DAB approved Burlington Town Center on 1/24 and will go to DRB 

on 2/7.  

J Wallace-Brodeur: What is the timeline for phasing the project? 

D White: Current application only for portion between St. Paul and Pine. No estimate on phase between St. 

Paul and Church. March 2019 first phase occupancy floors of UVMMC office space, Dec 2019 second phase 

occupancy Champlain College student housing, May 2020 third phase occupancy of other residential tower 

and completion of street improvements on St. Paul & Pine.  

 

V. Public Hearing: Proposed ZA-17-09 Thresholds for Major Impact Review 

D White: This amendment initially send to Council in December 2015, however it expired before Council action. 

Council Ordinance Committee has recommended some tweaks to the proposal from 2015. This includes 

restoring applicability of Major Impact in Downtown Mixed Use Districts. Threshold is 50 residential units, 

50,000 sq.ft. footprint, or 100,000 sq.ft. GFA. Separated low-density residential districts from other districts and 

kept the current thresholds of 5 residential units, 5,000 sq.ft. footprint, or 10,000 sq.ft. GFA. Finally, maintained 
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the pre-application neighborhood meeting for any development more than 5 residential units, 5,000 sq.ft. 

footprint, or 10,000 sq.ft. GFA in any district in the City, but removes this from the Major Impact review.  

A Montroll: Open public forum. Seeing no one wishing to speak, closing public forum.  

A Friend: What are the downsides to making this change? 

D White: Downside is not making any change. Goal is to remove duplication and artificially low thresholds for 

projects; meets plan goals of facilitating infill development and simplifying public approval process.    

The Commission unanimously approved a motion by JWB, seconded by AF, to forward the amendment to City 

Council and approve the Municipal Bylaw Amendment report.  

VI. planBTV Walk/Bike 

N Losch: Finalizing updates to draft planBTV Walk Bike presented to Commission in October. Clarified 

language around supporting mixed-use zoning in neighborhoods and updating parking ratios. These 

recommendations do not impact city zoning in any way without separate action to update. Finalizing impartial 

enforcement recommendations in coordination with BPD, and added information about speed control and 

slow streets. 

M Tuttle: Some perceived that the recommendation was to upzone residential areas; this recommendation 

simply recognizes the relationship between land use and transportation and to be mindful of opportunities to 

support land use with multi-modal transportation infrastructure. May work with CCRPC on updating bike 

parking ratios. 

The Commission unanimously approved a motion by HR, seconded by JWB, to endorse the planBTV Walk Bike 

and to instruct staff to bring it back to the Commission to consider including in the next Municipal 

Development Plan update. 

 

VII. Designated Downtown Renewal Application 

 
M Tuttle: Burlington is applying for renewal for Downtown Designation with the state, through a partnership 

with Planning & Zoning, CEDO, Church Street Marketplace and Burlington Business Association. Designation 

offers grants and other support to property owners and municipalities to invest in the continued revitalization 

of downtowns.  

JWB: Why are boundaries located where they are? Great program with lots of benefits for smart growth in 

Vermont. 

D White: follows residential properties. 

The Commission unanimously approved a motion by JWB, seconded by HR, to endorse the City’s renewal 

application and authorize David White to sign on behalf of the Planning & Zoning department to advance 

goals of the partnership.  

VIII. Committee Reports  

No reports. 

IX. Commissioner Items 

No items. 

 

X. Minutes & Communications 
The Commission unanimously approved a motion by H. Roen, seconded by A Friend to accept the minutes of 

the January 10, 2017 meeting and communications. 
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XI. Upcoming Meetings 
Meeting scheduled for February 28, 2017 may not have a quorum. Will discuss whether or not there are 

agenda items for that meeting at the Executive Committee meeting on February 2, 2017. 

 

XII. Adjourn 
The Commission unanimously approved a motion by A. Friend, seconded by H. Roen, to adjourn the meeting 

at 7:15pm. 

 

 

 
________________________________________________    Signed: March 6, 2017 

Andy Montroll, Chair 

 

 
________________________________________________  

Submitted by: Lynn Brelsford 

 


