
 
Wards 4 & 7 Meeting 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 6:45-9pm 
The Miller Center, 130 Gosse Court, Burlington 

Draft Minutes  
Start time 7:06 
 
Introductions of attendees 
 
Chris Trombly Ward 7: 
A new way to look at CEDO and the HUD, public discussion on May 1st 7pm. Chris has 
seen many experience’s with human interaction and other community members having 
difficulties speaking up. This will be a place where others can contribute in opinions.     
 
Bishop Tom Ealy:  
Provided an introduction of his background and the 10am Sunday service at the 
Episcopal church. Provided an introduction of what is going on at Rock Point, having 
130 acres of property in the heart of Burlington by the lake, off of north beach and the 
bike path. People are welcome to come onto rockpointvt.org and get a pass to come to 
Rock Point. There is more information on that website. Chris describes the partnership 
campaign that raises funds. A brief history of Rock Point and its ownership. One of 
many ways to access Rock Point is through instituted road by Burlington High School, it 
provides 2.8miles of trail. Due to mud, trails are closed until approximately May 1st, 
2017. Around 10,000 people a year come to rock point for a conference center, 
meetings and summer camp. Currently they are trying to make access to Rock Point 
user friendly and more accessible. For someone who doesn’t have a computer can how 
someone donate or get a day pass; someone from the office can assist you. You can 
also access more information from the North Avenue News  
There is a day pass, annual pass and also a group pass. There is no cost for the pass 
but you can make a donation as you please.  
Restrictions on swimming: please do not swim on Rock Point, also please leash your 
dog and other pets 
 
7:39pm Charles Simpson 
Would like Each NPA to endorse a statement to make a public forum and call for 
proposals that will come. Provided a brief overview of Memorial Auditorium on Main 
street. Last occupied by the winter farmers market. Memorial Auditorium is a famous 
venue and stage for events that seats 2,500 people. There have been many different 
suggestions, from UVM to Burlington organizations looking to occupy the space, but it is 
not looking to be passed onto a private entity, for possible civil use.  



Looking to have a meeting to discuss Memorial Auditorium, once we get an affirmative 
agreement there will be a notice to all wards.  
Ali Deng:  
A conversation needs to happen first; the process needs to be taken in consideration for 
other community members to have their input.    
A vote took place 
Majority are in favor of ward 4 and 7 to support the notion read by Charles Simpson: 
We need an affirmative vote that NPA 4 & 7 approves the NPA structure city wide taking 
the lead in organizing a public meeting to discuss the future of Memorial Auditorium and 
to shape the RFP.  
 
Jim Holway:  
242 Main introductions, and history briefing, would like to preserve the historical 
location. Other community members’ opinion states that the spirit of 242 Main can still 
exist but it can function in a different location.  
The space holds a valuable history of the punk rock venue built by youth over the past 
decades, and supported by Bernie Sanders.  
 
8:15 The School Board 
New principle hire 
Burlington high passed the NIAs visit  
May 31st is the next meeting for negotiations  
Two new hires, Edmunds middle school Meghan McDonalds, is the new principle and 
Fieh Chan is assistant principle. Amy Mellancamp is retiring from CP smith and 
Principle Len Phelan is moving to CP smith the current vice principle for Hunt will take 
the role of the Principle.  
 
City Council Announcements  
A busy time of the year meeting for budget proposals for the upcoming fiscal year. 
Starting next week, it will be the second phase of the 30-day long survey cycle. The 
survey is mailed to every registered voter in the city. Predominantly ward 4 & 7 and 3.  
Burlington is now an equal safe and environmentally multi motive city for bicyclist and 
other modes of transportation. 
There is Leadership change: Jesse Bridges the Direct of Burlington Parks and 
Recreation Waterfront will be stepping down to become the new director of United Way 
of Chittenden County.  
 
End 8:37pm  
Notes submitted by Beth Awhaitey, CEDO  


