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Neighborhood Planning Assembly Minutes 

Date of Assembly : 2 / 11 / 2018                Start Time: (Commence): 2:00 PM 

Location: DPW Building, Pine St.          Finish Time: (Adjourn):   4:30 PM 

Notetaker: Nate Orshan             

NPA:  

(choose one) 

Wards 

1 & 8 

Wards 

2 & 3 

Wards 

4 & 7 

Ward 

5 

 

Ward 

6 

Steering Committee Members in Attendance: 

Alec Bauer 

Joanna Grossman 

Elisa Nelson 

Nate Orshan 

Ben Traverse 

 

Discussion Topics and Action Items: 
 

(1) Open Forum 

Andy Simon offered forms and encouraged people to register to vote and get others to do the same. Ward Clerk 

Elisa Nelson encouraged additional volunteers for Town Meeting Day, Tuesday, March 6, 2018. 

 

(2) Candidate Forum for City Councilor for Ward 5 - Jesse Warren, Chip Mason (Incumbent) 

Candidates answered questions about how they differentiate their candidacy and their specific qualifications; 

how to improve on the public trust for matters such as the sale of Burlington Telecom; how to manage city 

priorities re development opportunities associated with the Champlain Parkway and the Railyards Enterprise; 

the state of public process in Burlington issues; their opinion on the NPAs role in city governance; what the role 

of the Council should be re marijuana legalization; what delights, surprises, or otherwise inspires them re Ward 

5 and the South End; and what they will do if they do not win the election. 

 

(3) Candidate Forum for School Board Commissioner for Ward 5 - Susanmarie Harrington (Incumbent), 

Mike Fisher, Nicole Twohig 

Candidates answered questions about how they would market to State government the need for increased school 

spending; their opinions of statehouse proposals re changing school funding mechanisms (i.e., property tax vs. 

census-bases vs. sales-tax based); how they would work with State government to mitigate funding formula 

disparities; what are the most important roles of a school board commissioner; how to move the school board 

and the teacher's union together for the betterment of the schools and our community; their approach to 

coalition-building with people with whom they disagree; what the school board can do to encourage safe and 

respectful use of social media among the student body; and what they will do if they do not win the election. 

 

(4) Candidate Forum for Mayor - Miro Weinberger (Incumbent), Infinite Culcleasure, Carina Driscoll 

Candidates answered questions about what they love and want to preserve about Burlington; what other funding 

options for providing community services are, aside from growing the grand list and tax base, while maintaining 

the city's unique character; what they would do to increase participation in our city elections; where the money 

for things such as affordable housing, better schools, preserving Memorial Auditorium would really come from; 

how the Mayor's office can promote a better, more well-funded, and less contentious district; and what their 

commitment and vision is for the NPAs' roles in the city. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:30 PM. 


