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Neighborhood Planning Assembly Minutes 

Date of Assembly : 1 / 18 / 2018                Start Time: (Commence): 7:00 PM 

Location: DPW Building, Pine St.          Finish Time: (Adjourn):   9:00 PM 

Notetaker: Nate Orshan             

NPA:  
(choose one) 

Wards 

1 & 8 

Wards 

2 & 3 

Wards 

4 & 7 

Ward 

5 

 

Ward 

6 

Steering Committee Members in Attendance: 

Alec Bauer 

Joanna Grossman 

Bill Keogh 

Elisa Nelson 

Nate Orshan 

Ben Traverse 

 

Discussion Topics and Action Items: 
 
(1) Open Forum 

Andy Simon offered forms and encouraged people to register to vote and get others to do the same. Counselor 
Chip Mason provided an update re the recently-purchased Blodgett Building on Lakeside Ave. Ward Clerk 
Elisa Nelson encouraged additional volunteers for Town Meeting Day, Tuesday, March 6, 2018. Four 
candidates for office  announced or offered reminders of their candidacy: Nicole Twohig and Mike Fisher, 
competing against incumbent Susanmarie Harrington for School Board in Ward 5; and Jesse Warren, competing 
against incumbent Chip Mason for City Council in Ward 5. 
 
(2) Burlington School District Update - Yao Obeng, Superintendent 

Presented key slides from a longer Budget Development presentation. In spite of saving $150,000 via central 
office reductions, the School District is anticipating a 7.81% to 9.72% tax increase, depending on whether we 
allocate a surplus toward it. Burlington residents are advised to advocate strongly at the state level to address 
the state formulations that have an outsized impact on our unique district. 
 
(3) City Market South End Update - John Tashiro, General Manager, with Allison Hope, Director of 

Community Engagement 

Shared updates re store performance, the status of an upcoming traffic study, the need for customers to use the 
parking lot if possible instead of Briggs St, plans for store beautification, and issues re extending the bus line 
down Flynn Ave and re paving Briggs St. 
 

(4) Community Development Block Grant Ward 5 Representative Election 

Introduced the only candidate running, architect Sam Beal, who has experience with grant applications and has 
done projects for organizations such as the Chittenden Emergency Food Shelf. 
 
(5) School Board Update - Ward 5 Commissioner Susanmarie Harrington and South District 

Commissioner Jeff Wick 

Followed up after Superintendent Obeng’s presentation to answer any questions about the state of the budget. 
Acknowledged the seeming irony of a smaller, year-over-year budget leading to increased taxes, but reiterated 
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that this is a result of the state’s own formula and that the budget was indeed created in a fiscally responsible 
manner. 
 
(6) NPA Affairs Discussion: Move meetings to City Market South End? 

Discussed pros and cons of holding future NPA meetings at City Market South End’s new store. Although a 
necessarily earlier start time of 6:30 might be less convenient for parents of small children, the broad consensus 
seemed to be that it would be worth a try, as the cost of switching back to the DPW would be low if it didn’t 
work out. 
 
(7) Memorial Auditorium, All Wards Resolutions Discussion and Vote 

Discussed the merits of two resolutions forwarded by the All-Wards in its September 2016 special forum re the 
future of Memorial Auditorium: 
 

Resolution 1: 
“We move to advise the Mayor and City Council of Burlington, Vermont to maintain Memorial 
Auditorium in perpetuity as a publicly-owned, community commons.” 
 
Resolution 2: 
“We move to empower and honor an NPA-led public process to determine and ensure that the future 
uses of Memorial Auditorium reflect citizen priorities.” 

 
There seemed to be general agreement with Resolution 1 that the Memorial Auditorium should serve the public, 
but there were concerns about the need to define costs and whether the NPA was the best means of 
communicating these wishes to the Council. The discussion was tabled until the next NPA on March 15. 
 
Motion to adjourn adopted at 9:00 PM. 


