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Neighborhood Planning Assembly 

Minutes – Full Notes 
 

Date of Assembly: 12/21/2017         

Start Time: (Commence): 7:00 PM 
Finish Time: (Adjourn): 9:00PM 
Location: DPW Building, Pine St.     

Notetaker: Nate Orshan             
 

Steering Committee Members in Attendance: 

Alec Bauer 
Elisa Nelson 
Nate Orshan 
Ben Traverse 

 

 
 

(1) Open Forum 

 

Summary: 

Two residents announced petitions, and three candidates for office 

(elections being held on Town Meeting Day in March 2018) 

announced their candidacy: Carina Driscoll, running for Mayor; 

Mike Fisher, running for School Board in Ward 5; and Jesse 

Warren, running for City Council in Ward 5. 

 
Elisa Nelson: Petition for Michael Healy for Inspector of Election. 

 
Andy Simon: Petition for raising F-35 on March Ballot. 
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Carina Driscoll 

 
Carina Driscoll: Running for Mayor. Here to hear about at least two of the issues 

tonight. 
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Mike Fisher 

 
Mike Fisher: Running for School Board. Wants to treat teachers as partners, not 

adversaries, and also to view parents as partners. Wants to have board focus on 
strategy more. 
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Jesse Warren 

 
Jesse Warren: Running for City Council, Ward 5. Wants to protect what’s special 

about Burlington: People included, fining home, honoring genius in every child. 
Wants to unite many different communities of the South End, including Ward 5.  
 
Alec: In Feb we’ll have our candidate forum.  

Ben Traverse: Steering committee is considering moving to City Market. 
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(2) Update re Pine Street Coalition Activity for the Champlain Parkway 

- Tony Redington and Ibnar Avilix, Members 

 

Summary: 

Showed how the Champlain Parkway’s current design necessitates 

additional traffic lights within the Parkway and on Pine St. 

Advocated for roundabouts in the place of traffic lights. Shared 

the contents of a forthcoming letter to the Vermont Agency of 

Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration that 

makes the case that the Parkway is no longer needed. Shared 

that, above and beyond that letter, the Coalition is prepared to 

file a suit against those parties if they don’t get a satisfactory 

result. 

 
 

 
Ibnar Avilix 

 
Ibnar Avilix: I use public transportation, bike ride, walk (to/from the Old North End).  
I asked Department of Public Works (DPW) director Chapin Spencer about the 
number of traffic lights along the Champlain Parkway. There would be traffic lights at 

Flynn, Sears Ln, and the Lakeside Ave terminus. Then more lights at Lakeside Ave & 
Pine St, Maple St & Pine St, and King & Pine St. 
 
Traffic lights increase risk of accidents tremendously. I advocate for roundabouts. 

Gov. Scott has supported roundabout safety. 
 
(Also, Ibnar shared an unrelated plug for Pathways Vermont, a Soteria community 

where Ibnar works. People come who are experiencing psychosis. It’s a safe house 
and community. People there have their own lived experiences.) 
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Pamphlet re Pathways Vermont’s Soteria Services (Side 1) 

 

 
Pamphlet re Pathways Vermont’s Soteria Services (Side 2) 

 

Tony Redington: I’m on the steering committee of NPA 2/3. We meet on 2nd 
Thursday of each month in the old St. Joseph’s school.  
 
We are preparing a letter to the Vermont Agency of Transportation (AoT) and the 

Federal Highway Administration, which will essentially say, “This design’s public 
comment closed in 2006, but a lot has changed since then, including the new City 
Market South co-op location on Flynn Ave. Why are we all driving into that “railroad 
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track” entrance rather than Briggs St? Traffic’s gone down on Pine & Shelburne Sts. 
The fear of growth of traffic’s disappeared. Seven Days says there’s been 0% 

increase in sales tax in Burlington and losses in South Burlington and Williston. The 
anticipated increase in traffic’s not there.” 
 
Also, there’s a crisis in highway safety. The US is now 17th in highway safety, in 

great part due to street design. We were #1 in 1990.  
 
Another issue: There’s going to be a single-lane, multi-use (walk + bike) path on 
Pine from Lakeside to (Howard?). 

 
Our thought’s been that, in order to get the Feds & AoT to respond, we’d have to 
threaten a suit. 

 
Emphasizes the relative lack of safety for traffic light intersections vs. stop signs or 
(preferably) roundabouts. 
 

Andy Simon: Councilors have told us it’s impossible to make any changes; we’d lose 
Federal funding.  
Tony: I’d hope they’d fight for the community. And the Coalition for a Livable City 

(CLC) can’t find any instances where the state’s taken money back from a 
community. And: Changing anything would raise additional permitting issues, per 
Chapin Spencer.  
 

Q: Chapin wasn’t confident that there’s enough space for roundabouts. 
Tony: At a recent workshop with Ed Byrne, he recommended roundabouts for every 
intersection. Also, we’re working with Eric Farrell to get a roundabout at Cambrian 
Rise. A British expert thinks we can have a mini-roundabout there, and that can 

work here. 
 
Elisa: Does a mini-roundabout fit a full-size tractor trailer?  

Tony: There’s one in Manchester Ctr in front of Northshire books. With a mini-
roundabout, the rear wheels go over a “mountable island”. You can go online and 
look them up. 
 

Alec: How best to contact you? 
Tony: Facebook page.  
 

Carina: Is a roundabout pilot even feasible without sidewalk modifications? 
Tony: Absolutely. When we did one in Montpelier, we brought out fire trucks, etc. It 
worked fine.  
 

Q: Why’s it safer? 
Tony: Our roundabouts in VT have had only one injury in 50 years. 
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(3) Update re All Wards Activity for Memorial Auditorium - Jim Holway, 

Steering Committee Member, Wards four and seven NPA 

 

Summary: 

Described the process by which the September All Wards meeting 

re the future of Memorial Auditorium came about. The output of 

that meeting was a pair of resolutions that the people assembled 

at the All Wards meeting voted to forward to all the NPAs for 

consideration of endorsing a resolution from the NPAs to the city 

council. The Ward 5 NPA has yet to take up these resolutions but 

will at the next steering committee meeting. 

 

 

 
Jim Holway 

 



 9

Over last spring, a couple of different groups traveled through each NPA to talk 
about status of Memorial Auditorium. Questions asked included, “What are we doing 

with it? Is it safe? What’s the plan?” 
 
One group was in advocacy of revitalizing it (per its unique nature in the city, its 
functionality). The other, with James Lockridge, was talking about 242 Main St. 

There were also other organization that had Memorial Auditorium as its home; Jim’s 
point was that there wasn’t a plan for where they’d go next.  
 
These groups asked for NPAs to endorse the advocacy for their positions. Some NPAs 

voted in favor of the advocacy, “Yep, we want to save it”, others said, “Let’s sponsor 
a conversation.”  
 

There’s an umbrella group of all the NPAs, the All Wards, which meet to say, “What’s 
working in your part of town?” It’s meant as a collective, check-in thing…but it’s not 
codified the way NPAs were 35 years ago. 
 

NPAs have power to write advisory resolutions to the city council. So in the Spring, 
these two groups got together with the All Wards to work to get a city-wide forum. 
The bulk of forum was meant to give people an opportunity to come up and say 

whatever they wanted about it. 
 
We had two moderators and two other people who came to talk about the history 
and the state of the building. Then the rest of the meeting was just people coming 

up to talk. About 150 people attended the meeting. 
 
At end, it was proposed that All Wards do an advisory resolution to the city council. 
But: Because All Wards isn’t codified and this wasn’t something planned for, we had 

to think on our feet. So we put out two resolutions: Separating the role of NPAs in 
the overall process and the recommendation re what to do with Memorial 
Auditorium. We recognized that we didn’t have authority to write resolution to the 

city council. We said, if you’re an advocate, you can’t wear your “NPA” hat.  
 
Ward 5 is the last NPA that hasn’t taken those resolutions and decided what to do 
with them. The resolutions passed with near unanimity. There were only one or two 

people who said they weren’t interested out of the whole room. 
 
Re costs: It’s about $50 per NPA, if Ward 5 wants to pay. 

 
Alec: We’ll talk about it in steering committee meeting. 
 
Carina: I think it was an excellent use of the All Wards NPA, and it’s a governance 

question. “Do NPAs exist for public engagement purposes?” I’d hope that we could 
get it on for January. 
 
Jim: I hope there’ll be some reform around the All Wards and governance. We don’t 

use the advisory capacity all the time, but from time to time, it IS the voice of the 
people, i.e., “In OUR part of town, we’ve done this process…” 
 

Ibnar: CCTV filmed it, so you can see. 
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(4) 2018 Legislative Preview 

- State Sen. Chris Pearson, Sen. Ginny Lyons, and Rep. Mary Sullivan 

 

Summary: 

Shared information re legislation they each have been working on, 

including Lake Champlain cleanup, ensuring net neutrality, 

prescription drug cost reduction, raising Howard Center wages. 

 

 

 
Mary Sullivan, Ginny Lyons, Chris Pearson (L-R) 

 
Mary: Governor Scott ran on a pledge of no-new-taxes. That really tied our hands. 
We have some water quality issues. In early 90s, the Lake Champlain Conference 

put together a plan, but then…there was no funding for it! 
 
A few of us have been working on carbon pricing. I’ve been a big fan. All our fossil 

fuels are imported in.  
 
One bill I’m excited about: I served in 90s when our energy efficiency utility was 
created (Efficiency Vermont). Our bill would have your power utility calculate the 

BENEFIT you get from these charges. Efficiency Vermont has helped keep the rates 
down. 
 
One of main reasons that women’s salaries are lower is that employers are able to 

ask salary history. This bill would prevent that. It’s been proven to help equalize 
wage disparity. 
 

Chris Pearson: I’m in middle of my first term in the Senate representing Chittenden 
County. We’ve been deferring a lot of big, hard issues, and they’re coming to a head: 
water quality, mental health. It’s a two-year step to bring up mental healthcare 
wages.  

 
Re water quality: We were sued by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 
have settled and agreed to pay, maybe $20 billion over 20 years to keep the EPA 

satisfied. Part of the settlement was that we have to come up with a personalized 
strategy for the state.  
 
I’m on the Natural Resources Commission, and my upcoming op-ed will say, “People 

have to have faith that we’re spending the money wisely. I’ve been asking questions 
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about dairy farmers. Comparing now to 1940, we have half the cows, but they’re 
producing four times the milk…and it’s beyond the carrying capacity of our land (i.e., 

due to fertilizers). I’ve been asking questions.” 
 
I support $15 minimum wage! 
 

Net neutrality. It’s difficult for states to find footholds, but, for example, we regulate 
poles and wires…and Internet service goes along poles and wires. But please keep 
sending us creative ideas! 
 

Teachers and schools are going to be in the crosshairs. We have to invest in them. 
I’m not a fan of the property tax. 
 

Ginny: I’ve been engaged with Lake Champlain issues. Lake Champlain Basin 
program’s been effective in giving us what we need to go forward with the Lake 
cleanup. This year’s a pinnacle for us, an opportunity to identify the projects that 
need to be funded. The only impediment is political: The will for each one of us to 

pay into a fund to support the cleanup. The bill I’ve introduced with another Senator 
will raise only $12.5 billion, but we need much more. We’re all responsible, we all 
need to be in! 

 
In healthcare, re prescription drug cost reduction, the question is whether to allow 
wholesale reimportation or have the state establish itself as its own Pharmacy 
Benefit Management organization (PBM), a drug-purchasing organization. Also, how 

do we take unused pills and make them available in some way? 
 
Mental health crisis: Agency of Human Services has a January 15 report upcoming re 
facilities for people who are committed or involuntarily committed.  

 
I spent a lot of time this summer on the justice oversight committee re how to 
improve our corrections program and help people in the system with mental health 

issues. 
 
Raising the Howard Center wages took five years to do, starting with a program in 
Contois Auditorium with people talking about raising their pay. The state’s 

responsible, because it pays Medicaid rates, which are pretty low. Green Mountain 
Care Board took the issue up and started responding once the data was available. 
 

We’re going to help stabilize the mental healthcare workforce via raising their 
salaries. 
 
Re this week’s new federal tax bill, there are some creative things we can do. That’ll 

all “flow” in to the Finance committee. 
 
Alec: Do we have much in the way of conversation with New York state re Lake 
cleanup? 

Ginny: Lake Champlain Basin program is international, but the lawsuit Chris was 
talking about was aimed at Vermont. And we lost. Because we have the highest level 
of development along the lake, we have a commensurate level of responsibility. 

 
Chris: If we were in competition with NY state, we lost it. We pollute more. We have 
more non-point sources of pollution (basically, agriculture runoff). We have a lot of 
urban/rural cultural divides, so I’ve been tiptoeing into this.  
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We were in Franklin County, and we had a big meeting re Lake Carmi. Surprisingly 

people gave us grief that we were going too easy on farmers. The joke in Montpelier 
is that we have THIS many laws, but we have THIS much of them as exemptions for 
farmers. So maybe people are ready for this conversation! 
 

Ginny: The farmers I’ve been working with are just as committed. 
 
Mary: We make a lot of money off the Vermont seal/brand.  
 

Elisa: What are you seeing as people upstream from the Lake don’t feel the issue as 
much? 
Mary: In Montpelier, we say, “cleaning up the WATER”, not “cleaning up the Lake”! 

 
Chris: Most of our waterways are impaired. Lake Champlain’s a major economic 
driver. Franklin County’s politically different from Chittenden, but THEY’RE also 
concerned with property value.  

 
Carina: What about Burlington’s stormwater? 
Chris: The cruel joke is, in 70s & 80s, Burlington invested in tech for water cleanup, 

and now…it’s not the right choice. The EPA & feds are saying, no no.  
 
Q: Re consolidating teacher healthcare? A commission this week recommended 
consolidating education healthcare negotiations? 

Ginny: I’ve been an advocate of taking healthcare out of school budgets; this would 
be one way to do it. That would have many implications for local unions and contract 
negotiations, but you also have teachers who’ve negotiated their contracts for years 
at the local level. It’s not different from what Governor Scott said earlier this year. 

It’s a laudable goal, but…I haven’t read the report yet, but it seems to me that we’re 
intruding into local union negotiations. 
 

Mary: This never went through the education committee or means committee. It’s 
just not the proper way to do it.  
Mike Fisher: So is this a ploy? 
Ginny: Of course it is! 

Chris: It’s worth looking at, but you can’t do it in 2 weeks. The Governor’s found it 
profitable to pick on teachers. The report also admitted, “It probably wouldn’t save 
us money.” So then…why’s he asking it? For political reasons. 

 
We’ll look but: Is this going to save us money? Make things more predictable?  
 
Q: Re mental health in state prisons. Plans to address addiction? 

Chris: There is some treatment if you’ve BEEN in treatment when you go in (Ginny: 
for 120 days), but it’s dangerous when you get out of prison.  
 
Ginny: Once someone becomes incarcerated, they lose their Medicaid coverage. So 

problems arising in prison are covered by the contractor. Severely Functionally 
Impaired (SFI) prisoners are all lumped together and don’t have the same level of 
mental healthcare access that they might have out in the community. When you go 

into prison, you shouldn’t have a double sentence due to bad healthcare. 
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(5) City Council Update 

- South District Councilor Joan Shannon 

 

Summary: 

Shared updates re Memorial Auditorium, upcoming ballot items, 

(including moving regional dispatch services to a to-be-created 

organization, advising the state to enact policies to effect Paris 

Climate Agreement policies), Burlington Telecom, and issues 

around establishing penalties for public urination. 

 

 
Joan Shannon 

 
Re Memorial Auditorium: Maintaining it would cost a lot of money, and we’d need the 
public support to do that. The Weinberger Administration has hired a consultant and 
is developing a plan so that hopefully it would be on ballot in 2018. In meantime, the 

building’s “mothballed” with the room repaired so that it doesn’t continue to 
deteriorate. 
 

We put a number of things on the ballot recently. 
 
(1) Regional Dispatch Services. A lot of dispatchers are unhappy about that, because 
they’ll have to re-apply for their jobs, because they’ll be employed, not by city, but 

by an entity that doesn’t exist. It creates a lot of uncertainty for them, making them 
nervous.  
 

(2) Climate action. We worked with Mary Sullivan to put something on ballot that 
people are highlighting, essentially telling the Governor, “It’s nice to say you support 
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the Paris Climate Agreement, but it’s different to have policies that get us there with 
meaningful benchmarks.” 

 
(3) Raising tobacco age to 21. A constituent brought it forward. There’s evidence 
that, by raising the age, fewer people will get addicted, improving public health. 
 

We’re also looking at measures to combat homelessness. We’re continuing to work 
on that. 
 
Re Burlington Telecom: We’ve seen a draft of the purchase and sale agreement. I’m 

pleased with some of the improvement. This was not the direction I wanted to go in, 
but in the end we have to play the hand that’s dealt us. 
 

We’re going to have to have a special council meeting before the end of the year to 
avoid losing millions of dollars. The meeting’s on 12/28. The expectation is that we’ll 
be adopting the agreement. But there’s still the need for Public Utility Commission 
(PUC) approval…and not every element is worked out. 

 
Net neutrality’s been important: Another Burlington resident contacted the city 
council and alerted us that we need better language; he sent us recommendations 

for Boston law firms, and we hired one. We’re optimistic about what we have. 
 
Also, the purchase and sale agreement has $250 thousand annually for economic 
development. There will need to be more work done after year-end to determine how 

that money will be spent. 
 
Jesse Warren: (Question unclear) 
Joan: One of our options is to roll over our share back into the company. If we took 

cash, we’d be receiving 20% of the deal, that’s the net. They’re allowing us to invest 
up to 33%, but we can’t by law invest taxpayer money, so we don’t know if we’ll be 
allowed to reinvest any money.  

 
The Council hasn’t yet discussed whether and how much we want to reinvest. We 
have to do that before we go before PUC, but we don’t have to do that before the 
end-of-year. 

 
Jesse: If PUC says they don’t approve, does it have to come back to the council? 
Joan: We don’t have any reason to believe they’d do that. We’ve had some 

evaluation by our attorneys, and there aren’t any red flags. They might put some 
restrictions on it, but not probably reject it. 
 
Ben: I want to thank you for your principled stand! Re smoking, is that an advisory 

to the State? 
Joan: Yes. 
 
Ibnar: Re public bathrooms: Can you explain the tickets for public urination? 

Joan: We have a lot of problems downtown, and police are frustrated. People aren’t 
responding to our current system. But we haven’t adopted anything yet. 
 

Carina: Re criminalization of homelessness, it sounds like there was a pause on 
increasing enforcement. Giving people tickets for public urination is a human rights 
issue. I’m hoping we move away from penalizing people for being homeless. I’m 
hoping the council will shift from giving the police more authority. 
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Joan: It did come from the ordinance committee. I anticipate we’ll move it forward. 
But I think the city’s moving forward on two fronts: people have also been 

disrespecting the police more than they used to, tearing up tickets in their faces. 
People are concerned about behaviors on Church St. Sometimes homeless people are 
concerned themselves about these behaviors! 
 

We recognize we need more public bathrooms; that’s another piece of this. 
 
Jim: (I went to Committee on Temporary Shelter’s (COT’s) Daystation and asked, 
how many beds short are we? I was told we could use another 70 beds.) My 

question: You said there’d be a ballot item on November on Memorial Auditorium. 
What’s shifted? 
Joan: Consultants have been hired for some time now. What would we vote on in 

November? I think, we’ll have a better idea of what could be done to Memorial 
Auditorium, but it’d require a vote of funds. A vote in 1996 failed.  
Andy: Could some of Schurz money be used? 
Joan: I don’t know of a reason. 

Jesse: When’s that report going to be available from the consultants? 
Joan: I don’t remember off the top of my head. 
 

 
Motion to adjourn adopted at 9:00 PM. 

 
<END> 
 


