
 

 

 

 
 

 CITY OF BURLINGTON 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

 
645 Pine Street, Suite A 
Post Office Box 849 
Burlington, VT 05402-0849 
802.863.9094 x3 VOICE 
802.863.0466 FAX 
802.863.0450 TTY 
www.burlingtonvt.gov/dpw 

 

   
Chapin Spencer 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 

 

 

 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO:  PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION 
FM:  CHAPIN SPENCER, DIRECTOR 
DATE:  JANUARY 11, 2018 
RE:  PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION MEETING 
           
Enclosed is the following information for the meeting on January 17, 2018 at 6:30 PM at 645 
Pine St – Main Conference Room  
 
 

1. Agenda 
2. Consent Agenda 
3. Draft Policy on Narrow Streets 
4. Approval of Draft Minutes of 12-20-17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Non-Discrimination 
The City of Burlington will not tolerate unlawful harassment or discrimination on the basis of political or 
religious affiliation, race, color, national origin, place of birth, ancestry, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, marital status, veteran status, disability, HIV positive status or genetic information.  The City is also 
committed to providing proper access to services, facilities, and employment opportunities.  For 
accessibility information or alternative formats, please contact Human Resources Department at 865-7145. 
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

To: Hannah Cormier, Clerks Office 

From: Chapin Spencer, Director 

Date: January 11, 2018 

Re: Public Works Commission Agenda  
 

Please find information below regarding the next Commission Meeting. 
 

Date: January 17, 2018 

Time: 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 

Place: 645 Pine St – Main Conference Room  
   

 A G E N D A  
 

 ITEM 
    

1  Call to Order – Welcome – Chair Comments 

   

2   5 Min Agenda  

    

3 10 Min Public Forum (3 minute per person time limit)  
 

4 5 Min Consent Agenda 

  A Traffic Status Report 

  B 30-Minute Metered Parking Space at 55 Main St 

  C New Accessible Space at 60 Lakeview Terrace 

  D Stop Control on Union St 

  E Stop Sign on Briggs Street & Ferguson Ave 
 

 

Non-Discrimination 
The City of Burlington will not tolerate unlawful harassment or discrimination on the basis of political or religious 

affiliation, race, color, national origin, place of birth, ancestry, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital 

status, veteran status, disability, HIV positive status or genetic information.  The City is also committed to providing 

proper access to services, facilities, and employment opportunities.  For accessibility information or alternative 

formats, please contact Human Resources Department at 865-7145. 

   

http://www.burlingtonvt.gov/dpw


   

   

5 20 Min Draft Policy on Narrow Streets 

  A Communication, N. Losch 

  B Commissioner Discussion 

  C Public Comment 

  D Action Requested –None 

   

6 5 Min Approval of Draft Minutes of  12-20-17  

   

7 10 Min Director’s Report – Sent Separately  

    

8 10 Min Commissioner Communications 

   

9  Adjournment & Next Meeting Date – February 21, 2018 
 
 
 

















































































































 
 

 

January 11, 2018 

 

TO:    Public Works Commission 

 

FROM:  Nicole Losch, Senior Planner 

  Elizabeth Gohringer, Associate Planner 

  Phillip Peterson, Engineering Technician 

   

RE: Establishing Policies for Narrow Street Conditions 

  

 

 

Recommendations  

No action is required by the Commission.  

Future actions related to potential parking revisions may be informed by these draft policies, so Commission 

feedback on the guidelines and standards is appreciated.  

 

Purpose & Need 

 
Narrow Streets with On-Street Parking 

The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines and standards for emergency access and snow 

removal on narrow streets with on-street parking. The need for this policy is to ensure equitable 

consideration of parking needs and public safety.  

 
Yield Streets 

The purpose of this policy is to define Yield Streets and establish guidelines and standards for their 

consideration as a traffic calming technique. The need for this policy is to expand the options for 

traffic calming techniques without negatively impacting public safety in the roadway. 

 

Introduction 

Both DPW staff and the Commission have been challenged to consistently apply parking standards on narrow 

streets. As a result, two policies have been drafted that identify procedures to guide on-street parking 

considerations as it relates to 1) traffic calming and 2) emergency access and snow removal operations in 

winter months. These policies were drafted after consultation with the Burlington Fire Department and the 

Assistant Director of Street Maintenance at DPW. The intent of these policies are to outline procedures that 

can be considered when specific issues are presented; not to issue new citywide parking standards. 

  



 

 

POLICY & PROCEDURE MANUAL 
 

Title: Narrow Streets with On-Street Parking 

Effective Date: Approved by:  

Number:  Signature: 
 

 

Our Mission: Stewarding Burlington’s infrastructure & environment by delivering efficient, effective and equitable public services. 

 
 

Purpose 
This policy and procedure is intended to codify the City’s use of on-street parking on narrow 
streets as it relates to emergency service access and snow removal operations, as per the City 
Engineer’s directive. Additionally, this policy should be considered in parallel with the City’s use 
of Yield Streets when traffic calming is considered.   
 
Background 
The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) is an 
organization which sets standards for protocols and guidelines on highway construction and 
design, air, rail, water, and public transportation.  
 
In the AASHTO A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets: 

 Page 4-74, Section 4.20 On-Street Parking: 
o On-street parking is generally permitted on local streets. A 26-foot-wide 

roadway is the typical cross-section used in many urban residential areas. This 
width assures one through-lane, even where parking occurs on both sides. 
Specific parking lanes are not usually designated on such local streets. The lack of 
two moving lanes may be inconvenient to the user in some cases; however, the 
frequency of such concern has been found to be remarkably low. Random 
intermittent parking on both sides of the street usually results in areas where 
two-way movement can be accommodated. 

 
A narrow street offers a place for better human interaction; where neighbors can meet, 
children can play, and residents can safely use bicycles for transportation. Narrow streets are 
less expensive to maintain, they reduce runoff and improve water quality, and slow travel 
speeds.  However, street width affects the capability of emergency service vehicles to rapidly 
reach a fire or medical emergency and for emergency personnel to efficiently set up and use 
their equipment. The access requirements for emergency response vehicles are driven, in part, 
by National Fire Protection Codes. Similarly, street width affects the capability of snow removal 
operations. Narrow streets may limit access by plow trucks and may increase the risk of 
damage to vehicles and to plow drivers’ driving records.  
 
Guidance 
Within Burlington, narrow streets with parking on one or both sides may be considered for 
parking restrictions – either seasonally or permanently – when sufficient space may not be 
available for emergency services or for snow removal operations.  Every potential change as it 
relates to emergency services and snow removal operations must be evaluated based on existing 
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site conditions, and the standards described herein are not meant to provide a definitive list of 
all possible relevant conditions. 
 
Standards 

1. In this context, a narrow street is defined as a street which: 
a. Is 28 feet wide or less; 
b. Has on-street parking on one or both sides; 
c. Has one-way or two-way traffic; 
d. Is not typically a transit route; and 
e. Is categorized as a local or neighborhood street.  

2. When snow presents challenges on narrow roads and on-street parking utilization is 
greater than 40%, seasonal parking restrictions on one side of the street may be 
considered during winter months (December 1 – March 31) to allow adequate width for 
plowing, emergency vehicle access, and trash / recycling service.  

a. Parking restrictions seeking to address a perceived issue of safety or appropriate 
serviceability of a street can be proposed by either staff or members of the public.  
A process of vetting of the proposed restriction through meetings with affected 
residents, emergency service providers, and  City Staff responsible for street 
maintenance will be part of the fact finding and consideration in rendering a 
recommendation to the Public Works Commission for their deliberations.  

3. It is preferred that 14’ of clear travel width is retained, however travel widths may be 
narrower depending on site conditions. 



 

 

POLICY & PROCEDURE MANUAL 
 

Title: Yield Streets 

Effective Date: Approved by:  

Number:  Signature: 
 

 

Our Mission: Stewarding Burlington’s infrastructure & environment by delivering efficient, effective and equitable public services. 

Purpose 
This policy and procedure is intended to codify the City’s use of Yield Streets, as per the City 
Engineer’s directive. A yield street is typically a two-way local road with parking on both sides 
and a shared travel lane. In some situations, a two-way local road with parking on only one side 
can also create a Yield Street. The narrow width of the travel lane may force opposing vehicles 
to slow down and yield to one another while passing, causing a traffic calming effect. 
 
Background 
The National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) is one of the leading 
organizations representing cities on transportation issues. It is one of the guiding voices for 
cities regarding urban planning and design best practices. 
 
In the NACTO Urban Street Design Guide: 

 Page 17, Yield Street indicates:  
o 2-way yield streets are appropriate in residential environments where drivers are 

expected to travel at low speeds. Many yield streets have significant off-street 
parking provisions and on-street parking utilization of 40–60% or less.  

o A yield street with parking on both sides functions most effectively at 24–28 feet. 
o Parking utilization on yield streets should be monitored closely. Before and after 

conversion, cities should consult with local residents to see whether or not a 
“checkered” parking scheme should be striped or remain unofficial. 

 
The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) is an 
organization which sets standards for protocols and guidelines on highway construction and 
design, air, rail, water, and public transportation.  
 
In the AASHTO A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets: 

 Page 4-74, Section 4.20 On-Street Parking: 
o On-street parking is generally permitted on local streets. A 26-foot-wide 

roadway is the typical cross-section used in many urban residential areas. This 
width assures one through-lane, even where parking occurs on both sides. 
Specific parking lanes are not usually designated on such local streets. The lack of 
two moving lanes may be inconvenient to the user in some cases; however, the 
frequency of such concern has been found to be remarkably low. Random 
intermittent parking on both sides of the street usually results in areas where 
two-way movement can be accommodated. 

 
 
 
Guidance 
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Within Burlington, a Yield Street may be created, through the addition of parking on one or 
both sides of the street. Every potential creation of a yield street must be evaluated based on 
existing site conditions, and the standards described herein are not meant to provide a 
definitive list of all possible relevant conditions.  
 
Standards 

1. Yield streets are narrow local streets (typically between 24’-28’ wide). 
a. Note: Given the challenges that snow presents on narrow roads, 24’ wide streets 

would only be considered for yield street conditions if the street has very low 
automobile volume and low levels of parking utilization. 

2. On-street parking utilization on both sides of the street should be less than 60%.  
3. Yield streets are not typically part of the transit network. 
4. Yield streets should be created only on roads which have the functional classification of 

local roads. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) considers local roads to have 
between 80-700 AADT.   

5. Emergency response vehicles must be able to travel the through lane at reasonable 
speeds. 

6. Yield streets may not interfere with trash and recycling collection, snow plowing, and 
emergency response operations. Depending on the width of the street, parking may be 
limited to one side of the street during winter months (December 1 – March 31) to allow 
adequate width for plowing and emergency vehicle access.  

7. It is preferred that 14’ of clear travel width is retained, however travel widths may be 
narrower depending on site conditions. 

8. Representatives of DPW’s Traffic Division and Engineering Division shall review any and 
all proposals for Yield Streets.  

 
 


