
 
 

Wards 4 & 7 NPA 

Wednesday, October 26, 2016 

6:45-9pm 

The Miller Center, 130 Gosse Court, Burlington 

Draft Minutes 
 
 
Steering Committee members present: Liam Griffin-Ward 7, Martha Molpus-Ward 7, Chris Trombly-

Ward 7, Linda Deliduka-Ward, Michael McGarghan-Ward 7      

Meeting Start time-7:02pm 
 
Ground Rules, Introductions, Nominations, Announcements, and Request. 
White cards have been set up for participants to write questions for the candidates. 
Oct. 27th 5:30pm on traffic safety at Police Dept.  10.30 Gene O’Sullivan hosting and Tom Ayers hosting 
house party for discussion about 4 ballot questions. RSVP with Tom Ayer at tayres@burlingtonvt.gov  
or at  324-4117. 
 
Announcement of Great Street Initiative Public Forum on November 16th. See attachment for more 
information.  
 
Coalition for a Livable City 
Concerned about #3 and #4 on the ballot that address Tax Increment Financing (TIF) and New Zoning 
changes.  Item #3 are huge changes and also questionable.  In the pre-development agreement, the 
developer said that there needs to be zoning changes and city is accommodating this.  The plan prior to 
the developer was better and didn’t distort the downtown. Development can take place without TIF and 
then we can get tax revenue immediately instead of waiting 20 years. TIF is under attack across the 
nation about being shady and used to develop under agenda of Mayors. This and also developers pay for 
their own streets.  This is why we should vote no on # 3 and #4. There was no traffic or water study done 
for this project.  Concerned to receive flyer that was paid out of 18k from Mayor’s political Action 
Committee (PAC).  This flyer is unethical and misleading because it does not show picture of trees and 
how large in scale the project is. Against zoning change because of the height. There’s a contradiction 
which is same time encouraging dense living but has 50% more parking.  
 
 
DPW Update on North Ave Pilot   
Overview from City Council meeting on Oct. 17th of the presentation for the collection of crash analysis   
2700 people responded to the survey.  Crash analysis is from 2012-2016 July-Sept.  This is of City wide 
data. 2016 since the pilot project car crashes decreased 44%. All types of crashes decreased with the 
exception of back end. The sample is small and scientist would say it’s statically insignificantly but the 
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magnitude is high enough that the pilot project does have an impact on decreasing crashes. Chittenden 
County Reginal CCRPC charged with data collect for project 
Prior to project 1-2minute increase to peak hours. So far has seen 20-30 second increase in morning.  
Evening peak hour seen I minutes.  All these are averages. Collected Side Street wait times in four 
heavily turning places-Village Green, Saratoga, Killarney, and Lake Wood. The results are 6 second in 
a.m. peak time and 12 second in p.m. peak time increases. Greatest impact of increase is on Village 
Green. Will continue to collect now that school has started. Speed have generally stayed the same.  
Increase in bikes on roadway and decrease in sidewalk. Did online only because constraint on time due 
to needing to report at Oct. 17 City Council. Had a short window to work in.  2700 responded, over 1800 
were North Ave residents which 100% represented drivers at one time. Most people are mostly satisfied 
with the pilot based on survey. Will do a paper and online survey in the spring. Reviewing all of this, feel 
that there appears to be increase in safety. Will continue the pilot through the winter to have pilot stay 
for a full year.       
 
Ballot Items with the Mayor   
There are 4 ballot items but they represent two issues.  #1 and #2 is about infrastructure. If vote yes to 
these two items will see improvements in sidewalks, bike paths, get new fire engines, and water mane 
over 5 years. Rust has built up in the water mane. We have had a policy not to replace water pipes 
unless they break which breaks. Which water mains tend to break in the middle of the night or during 
the winter.  We are going to replace old pipes incrementally before they break.  In the course of 15-20 
years all the pipes will be replace in the City. 3 and 4 is about redevelopment of downtown core. Voting 
yes will dramatically increase the expansion of property tax growth. This will increase the tax growth to 
2.4million in just the first phase of the development. Also will see increase of downtown jobs. Also there 
will be an increase to our housing stock and adds more affordable homes. 55 affordable homes will be 
produced which will substantial.  Will get back streets that were lost due to past urban renewal and 
bring back connectivity and vibrancy for the City. The Burlington Town Center development project will 
lower carbon footprint and storm water management.  There are sites in the zone that is not owned by 
Sinex. Macy’s is not owned by Sinex. This store may close and there may need to redevelop. Other two 
sites are City parking garages.  There is no changes coming to these infrastructure any time soon but if 
there is there will be a public process. This project is still in conceptual design. If 3 and 4 voted in, the 
project still needs to go through DRB and a final development agreement needs to be created between 
the City and developer, and City Council. There has been a long history of TIF creating jobs and building 
economic development. Especially at the Waterfront.  Winooski, St. Albans and Barre has revitalized 
their downtown.  TIF is done across the national. 21.8million is not a gift to the developer.  TIF will bring 
back two streets to rebuild battery, church, and Cherry Street. The City won’t release money until blocks 
around the mall is built under the City’s standards and has enough private investments in place before  
TIF money is released to the developer. The public and City has been working with Sinex for two years 
and his original design didn’t have as much of the public benefit.  There has been a lot of compromise 
between Sinex and the City.   
 
Candidates Forum   
Each candidate was given 3 minutes to answer questions that were from google docs, posted on front 
porch forum.  
 
Curt Wright-Chittenden 6-1. Unable to make it but send him any questions and he will follow up 
kwright@leg.state.vt.us or 658-1410  
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Michael McGarghan- Running for State Representative for the House. 8 months ago sent out a tweet 
raising concern about President Obama’s leadership and labeling the President as a traitor. Since then 
he has been targeted as a racist and anti-immigrant and his family has been targeted also. Believes in 
Judo Christian, military support, and pro-life.  Strong on 2nd amendment.  Doesn’t support Carbon tax. 
Also Doesn’t support legalization of marijuana. Vermont is taxing retirement and we need to not do this. 
Does support service tax. Currently supporting Phil Scott.  Need to expand mental health services. 
Doesn’t support pre-k in school because this passes responsibility to schools and not parents. Feels no 
one goes out to make hate a speech.    
 
Joanne Cole-Rep. 6-1 Elected 2 terms for 4years.  Worked as government operations committee full 
time. Three biggest goals are; tax reform, more graduated tax system and need schools to be supported 
by state tax rather than property tax. Second is education, pre-school needs to be more accessible as 
well as STEM programs in technical schools. Third, is energy renewables and efficiency is important. 
Thinks we will have a carbon tax in the near future but does not believe we are ready at this time.  
Supports legalization for Marijuana because of the need to regulate it for safety.   
Need more housing options so we can have market place housing especially for low income. Currently 
supporting Sue Minter. Need a better mental health system. Support universal background checks. Pre-k 
is important to support for the development of a child. Invest in affordable, and teacher training. 
Doesn’t believe that hate speech is acceptable for public officials. Tax on what is sold for services and 
sales but at a lower rate.  
 
Carol Ode-running for 6-1.  Raised a family in New North End. Found three areas of focus when talking 
to community members; Affordability-taxes. Second, economic and housing-want jobs that pay well so 
children can stay in Vermont, and third is quality of life, environmentally concerned about the lake. We 
want to make progress on reducing opiates and supporting our veterans’ health care. Concerned about 
carbon tax due to affordability and people already getting taxed. Ode does not support the Marijuana 
legalization. Need to grow the work force to grow tax base to increase affordability. Also concerned tax 
on services. Need more beds to care for the mentally ill and we’re losing mental health workers. Need to 
enforce laws on the books and support universal background checks. Help childcare centers reach 5 
stars. Support universal pre-k because we will save overtime. Moderating yourself on social media is 
important because representation for people.  
 
Jean O’Sullivan-State rep for 6-2 Been a representative for three terms and currently unopposed. 
Property taxes are too high, they need to be lower to grow the economy. Currently working with the 
department of financial regulation and department of economic development. Currently a clerk of the 
economic development committee and is trying to grow the economy to bring down the burden. 
Working with Economic Development office to have a financial fair. Will have lenders come to work with 
businesses. Working on technical education. Every kid out of H.S will have a credit and community 
college opportunities. Working with TJ Donovan on fair and bias profiling. Supports carbon tax and think 
it’s a good idea to do it regionally. Supports legalization of Marijuana. Core issue is having more of the 
elderly population and a low population of young people. Need to grow the workforce. Need to have 
bond for housing to cut cost of living down. Do not support sales tax on services. Supporting Sue Minter 
for Governor. More money needs to go mental health. Need universal background checks. Public 
officials need to present themselves as professionals and moderate themselves on social media.  
 
End time: 9:02pm 


