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PARKS SYSTEM
MASTER PLAN

THE BURLINGTON VERMONT 
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Why Create a Parks Master Plan?
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WHY A MASTER PLAN?

Scope

Purpose & Goals

Integrate with City Plans & 
Processes
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Process for the Plan
EXISTING 

CONDITIONS

INVENTORY

EXISTING 
PLANS

REGIONAL 
CONTEXT

PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT

SUPPLY/
DEMAND

DEMOGRAPHICS 
AND TRENDS

VISIONING

IMPLEMENTATION

DRAFT 
REPORT

FINAL 
REPORT
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Why Parks Matter
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ECOLOGY
MOUNTAINS
LAKE + RIVER
FOREST
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CULTURE
THE CULTURAL CAPITAL
CITY HISTORY 
ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT
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ECONOMY
PUBLIC REALM INVESTMENT
TOURISM + IDENTITY
REVENUE, OPERATIONS + MAINTENANCE
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COMMUNITY
DIVERSE POPULATION
“THE CITY’S SOCIAL SCENE”
DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGES
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Inventory + Analysis
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INVENTORY
PARKS + OPEN SPACE

Burlington’s Parks and Open 
Space 

•	 Approximately 518 Acres of City Parks & 
Cemeteries 

•	 12 Acres per 1,ooo Residents

•	 Parks are concentrated along the Lakefront 
and Winooski River Valley
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INVENTORY
PARK TYPES

Roosevelt Park

Pomeroy Park
Schmanska  Park

Schiffiliti Park
Starr Farm Park

Ethan Allen 

Park
Appletree Park

Leddy Park

North Beach

Lakeview Cemetery

Arthur Park

Arms Grant

McKenzie Park

Mount Calvary 
Red Maple Wetland

Urban Reserve

Perkins Pier

Roundhouse Park

Lakeside Park
Blanchard Beach

Oakledge Park

Baird Park

Smalley Park

Calahan Park

Crescent Woods

Greenmount 
CemeteryCity Hall Park

Elmwood Cemetery

Champlain St. Park

Potvin Park

Little Park
Dewey Park

Fishing Pier
Battery Park

Waterfront Park

NRPA Parks Classifications 
•	 Mini Parks (<1 Acre)

•	 Neighborhood Parks (1-10 Acres)

•	 Community Parks (10-50 Acres)

•	 Regional Parks (>50 Acres)

•	 Special Use Parks (Varies)

MINI PARKS + SPECIAL USE PARKS

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

COMMUNITY PARKS

REGIONAL PARKS	32%55%

13%

<1%

PARK
TYPE %
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MINI PARKS
CHAMPLAIN PARK
POTVIN PARK
DEWEY PARK
LITTLE PARK
MYRTLE STREET AVANT GARDEN

(<1 ACRE)

<1% OF PARKS ARE MINI-PARKS

32%55%

13%

PARK
TYPE %
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NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS
(1-10 ACRES)

13% ARE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

32%55%

13%

1%

PARK
TYPE %

APPLETREE PARK
BAIRD PARK
CITY HALL PARK
CRESCENT WOODS
LAKESIDE PARK
NORTHSHORE NATURAL AREA/CITY BEACH
POMEROY PARK
PERKINS PIER
ROOSEVELT PARK
ROUNDHOUSE PARK
SCHIFFILITI PARK
SCHMANSKA PARK
SMALLEY PARK
WATERFRONT DOG PARK AT URBAN RESERVE
GREENMOUNT CEMETERY
ELMWOOD CEMETERY
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COMMUNITY PARKS
(10-50 ACRES)

NEARLY A THIRD ARE COMMUNITY PARKS

32%55%

13%

1%

PARK
TYPE %

ARMS PARK
ARTHUR PARK
BATTERY PARK
CALAHAN PARK
MOUNT CALVARY RED MAPLE WETLAND
STARR FARM PARK
WATERFRONT PARK AND PROMENADE 
LAKEVIEW CEMETERY
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REGIONAL PARKS
(>50 ACRES)

OVER HALF ARE REGIONAL PARKS

32%55%

13%

1%

PARK
TYPE %

ETHAN ALLEN PARK
LEDDY PARK
MCKENZIE PARK
NORTH BEACH*
OAKLEDGE PARK (BLANCHARD BEACH)*

*SLIGHTLY LESS THAN 50 ACRES
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SPECIAL USE
FISHING PIER (1.43 ACRES)
(VARIES)
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Baseball/Softball

4

12.5

18

2

13

3

6

17

3

soccer/football

basketball

volleyball

tennis

playgrounds

handball

bocce

ice SKATING

fields

courts

play

inventory
park amenities
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Derway Island

Heineburg Wetlands

Howe Farm

Mckenzie Park

Ethan Allen
(WVPD + Allen Homestead)

Mt Calvary

Arthur Park

LandfillLakeview Cemetery

Urban Reserve Salmon 

Hole

Riverwalk

Sea Caves

Arms Grant

Crescent Woods

Red Rocks Park

Greenmount
Cemetery

Elmwood 
Avenue 
Cemetery

INVENTORY
OTHER OPEN SPACE

WINOOSKI VALLEY PARKS DISTRICT

URBAN WILDS

CEMETERIES

COMMUNITY GARDENS

OTHER

Burlington’s Open Spaces 
•	 Cemeteries ~ 59 Acres

•	 Urban Wilds ~ 201 Acres

•	 WVPD ~ 450 Acres

•	 Other ~ 780	 Acres
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WINOOSKI VALLEY 
PARKS DISTRICT
DERWAY ISLAND NATURAL PRESERVE
DONOHUE SEA CAVES
ETHAN ALLEN HOMESTEAD/HISTORIC ALLEN HOUSE/ WVPD OFFICE
HEINEBURG WETLANDS
HOWE FARM
MAYES LANDING
RIVERWALK AND SALMON HOLE
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URBAN WILDS
MOUNT CALVARY RED MAPLE WETLAND
ETHAN ALLEN PARK
MCKENZIE PARK
ARMS PARK
ARTHUR PARK
CRESCENT WOODS
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CEMETERIES
LAKEVIEW CEMETERY
GREENMOUNT CEMETERY
ELMWOOD CEMETERY
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STARR FARM COMMUNITY GARDEN
WVPD COMMUNITY GARDEN + DISCOVERY GARDEN*
ROCK POINT COMMUNITY GARDEN*
LAKE VIEW COMMUNITY GARDEN*
AVANT GARDEN
RIVERSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD GARDEN*
ARCHIBALD NEIGHBORHOOD GARDEN*
THOMMY THOMPSON COMMUNITY GARDEN*
MEDICAL CENTER GARDEN*
CALAHAN COMMUNITY GARDEN
CHAMPLAIN COMMUNITY GARDEN*
BAIRD COMMUNITY GARDEN
WHEELOCK COMMUNITY GARDEN*

*LEASED COMMUNITY GARDENS
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OTHER OPEN SPACES
RED ROCKS PARK
THE INTERVALE
THE LANDFILL
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Robert Miller Community & Recreation Center 

North Beach Campground, 

Gatehouse, Shelter and Bath House

Gordon H Paquette Ice Arena Park

Lakeview Cemetery Office

Schmanska Barn at Schmanska Park

Waterfront Shelter

College Street Pier and Boathouse 

Perkins Pier Building

Calahan Snack Shack

Lower Shelters

Upper Shelter

Memorial Auditorium

Burlington Skatepark

Lakeview Chapel

INVENTORY
RECREATION

YEAR ROUND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

SEASONAL RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AND SHELTERS 
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ANALYSIS
CONNECTIVITY

WATERFRONT BIKE PATH

OTHER BIKE PATHS

10 MINUTE WALK CIRCLE (1/2 MILE)

Moving around Burlington
•	 Excellent connectivity along the 

waterfront bike path

•	 48 miles of trails (34 public)

•	 Most of the city has access to a park 
within a 10 minute walk (limited 
access in wards 1+6)

•	 North vs. South: Downtown is viewed 
as a barrier to movement
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ANALYSIS
DENSITY

0 - 5

5 - 18

18 -74

74 - 205 

PEOPLE PER ACRE
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ANALYSIS
YOUTH <5 YR

0% - 3%

3% - 10%

10% - 23%

> 23%

PERCENT OF TOTAL POP.
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ANALYSIS
YOUTH 5-9 YR

0% - 3%

3% - 10%

10% - 23%

> 23%

PERCENT OF TOTAL POP.
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ANALYSIS
YOUTH 10-18 YR

0% - 5%

5% - 15%

15% - 30%

> 30%

PERCENT OF TOTAL POP.
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ANALYSIS
DEMOGRAPHICS

0% - 7.5%

7.5% - 30%

30% - 75%

> 75%

PERCENT NON-WHITE 
AND/OR HISPANIC
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ANALYSIS
RENT/OWN

0% - 25%

25% - 50%

50% - 75%

75% - 100%

PERCENT WHO RENT
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Get Involved!!!



TH
E 

PL
A

N
PR

O
CE

SS
W

H
Y 

PA
RK

S 
M

AT
TE

R
G

ET
 IN

VO
LV

ED
IN

V
EN

TO
RY

 +
 

A
N

A
LY

SI
S

WWW.BURLINGTONVT.GOV/PARKSMASTERPLAN


