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STATE OF VERMONT

AGENCY OF DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY {802) 828-3211
- DEPARTMENTS OF:

Economic Development 8283221
Housing & Community Affairs 828-3217

August 30, 1976

Mr. Gordon H. Paquette, Mayor
City of Burlington
Burlington, Vermont 05401

Dear Mr. Paquette:

MONTPELIER, VERMONT 05602

DIVISIONS OF:
Administration 828-3231
Historic Preservation 828-3226
information { Travel 828-3236
Vermont Life Magazine 828-3241
Qutdoor Advertising 828-3215
Research & Planning 828-3234

We are pleased to inform you that the Carnegie Building of the Fletcher
Free Library ' has been officially entered on the National Register of

Historic Places.

If you desire further information regarding this nomination, please feel

free to contact us.

Slncerely,

i,

am B. Plnney
Director, Division for'Historic Preservation
State Historic Preservation Officer
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United States Department of the Intg

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

The Director of the National Park Service

Gary Everhardt

is pleased to inform you that the historic property listed on the
enclosed sheet has been nominated by the State Historic Preservation
Officer responsible for your State's implementation of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, P.L. 89-665 (80 Stat. 915), as
amended. It has accordingly been entered in the National Register
of Historic Places. A leaflet explaining the National Register is

enclosed for your information and convenience.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE VERMONT

AUG 18 1976

Date Entered

Name Location

Carnegie Building of the Fletcher Free Burlington
Library Chittenden County

Also Notified
Hon., Robert T. Stafford
Hon. Patrick J. Leahy
Hon. James M. Jeffords
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STATE OF VERMONT
AGENCY OF DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
PDIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESCRVATION
MONTPELIER, VERMONT 05602
(802) 628-3228

April 28, 1976

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Enclosed please find National Register nomination forms for the
following:

South Royalton Histeric District, Windsor County, VT
Bethel Village Historic District, Windsor County, VT
Poultney Central School, Rutland County, VT
Haskell Free Library and Opera House, Orleans County, VT & Quebec, CAN
The Carnegie Building of the Fletcher Free Library, Chittenden
County, VT
Goshen Church, Orange County, VT
St. John's Episcopal Church, Franklin County, VT
Wells River Graded School, Orange County, VT

These properties are being submitted under the Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 for inclusion on the National Register of Historic
Places.

Sincerely,

William B. Pinney/ﬁh”’j;z;

Director .
State Historic Preservation Officer | BN

WBP:ds
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WILLIAM 1. PINNEY

CIRECTOR

STATE OF VERMONT
AGENCY OF DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
DIVISION FOR HISTCORIC PRESERVATION
MONTPELIER, VERMONT 05802
(802) 828-3226

Hay 10, 197¢C

Hre Gordon 1, Paquette, layor
City of Burlington
Burlington, VI 05401

Dear Mr. Paquettes

We are pleascd to inform you thut the Carnerie Building of
the Fletcher Frece Librory is being submitted to the 0ffice of
Archeclory and Historic Prescrvation for consideration for
entry on the Nationzl Repistur of Historic Places. A leaflet
descriling th. National Register Progrem is enclosed for your
information. Notification of acceptance or rejection of the
property will follow.

Pleasc feel frece to contact us if any further information is
desired. '

3incerely,

William B. Pinney
Director

WBE: jk
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DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Carmegie Building of the Fletcher Free Library occupics a landscaped corner
site*in downtown Burlington, one bLlock east of the city's major commercial
street. The desifrn of the Luilding is derived from the precepts of the Ecole
des Beaux-Arts, its immediate inspiration Lecing the style of thc English Renais-
sance, possibly « house designed by Inigo Jones.

The library is a high, one story brick buildiny with a hipped roof. A project-
ing pabled entreonce pavilion on the main (north) elevation articulates the
ssential division of the library’s public areas: two large reading rooms
flanking a lofty central hall. A projecting central wing on the rear (south)
elevation completes the plan. ;

2ach wing measures thrse bays wide and three tays deep. The walls, which are :
laid in commen bond, rest upon a rusticated pranite foundation with a battered
granite basement and pulvinated grenite watertable above. The windows rest on

a terra-cotta stringcourse and have terra-cotta cornices and architrave surrounds.
The framing consists of tuwin fifteen light casements under larpe tinted transoms.
Rusticated brick corner pilasters topped by terra-cotta capitals support an en-
tablature composed of a terra-cotta architrave, a brick frieze and a highly
detailed gorinthian cornice.

The entrance pavilion consists of a high rabl.d roof with & terra-cotta cornice
and portial cornice returns supported by large paired terra-cotta consoles and
rusticated brick corner pilasters. Framed bty this is3 a larre round arched win-
dou {precsently boarded; stained glass window rcmoved for safe keeping) with a
terra-cotta keystenc and aychivelt and a4 pedimented entrance porch. The pedi-
ment, which is supported by terra~cotta pilasters and has & console set in the
tympanium, frames a scgmental arch supported by engagped terro-cotta columnse.
The library doors, inside the porch, arc of modern plass and metal construction
and are placed in & sermental arched deorway with interrupted terra-cotta
voussoirs. DBoth the porch pediment and the ¢able peak of the pavilion arc
toppad with terra-cotta acroteria.

The rear stack vine bus a simplified terra-cotta cornice. Below are narrow,
doutlechung attic windows sct over the corbelled cornice and th. taerra-cotta con-
tinuous lintcl coursce which top" the nerrow, recessed two story windows lighting
the stack room, The stuck wing's alstract and functicenzl composition is com-
pleted Ly the tasem . nt windowvs which are in axis with the upper windowrs, thus
forming, a bold,vertically banded window and wall pattern,

Thz building's slate roof is topped with metal cresting. Brick chimneys,
decorated with projecting riks of trick and torra-cotta, stand at the end of
both the zast and west wines. All of the torra-cottn detailing on the building
is plazed and off-white in hue.

f‘\k (Continued on Continuution Sheet 7-1)
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Major interior features include the 37 foot high, barrel vaulted hall with
arches springing from plaster capitals supported by paired consoles. The

hall opens directly onto the readingy rooms as well as onto narrow proin vaulted
sccond floor palleries. Both the entranceway and the fireplaces ot the end of
cach reading room have elatoratc pedimented ecak surrounds. The rooms on the
sccond story, directly above the twe reading vrooms, are skylirhted and have
fireplaces, The two story stack room has metal shelving and glass floors.

In the spring of 1974 the library was affected by severe settling which re-
sulted in the closing of the building and the removal of library operation
to a temporary location. Stabilization studies are underway.

GPO 892 455
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Carnerie Building of the Fletcher Frec Library is Burlington's outstanding
example of Beaux-Arts style architccture. It is also one of the few products
in Vermont of the City Besutiful Movement which corresponded with the Beaux-
Arts stylc in America, and possibly the only Carnegrie Building in Vermont. The
building is also significant for its landscaped siting, visually anchoring the
transition from the primarily residential area to the commercial center to the
west.

The Fletchor Free Library, established in 1875 by a family which also endowed
Burlington's hospital, was criticized by the president of its board of trustecs
as early as 1888 for the inadequacy of its quarters in the old Chittenden County
courthouse. In 1904 a Burlington acquaintance of Andrew Carnegie addressed an
inquiry to the industrialist then at the heigpht of his prozgrem of library endow-
ments, requaesting him to donate funds for a ncw Luilding to house the Fletcher
Free Library. Carncgie offered $50,000 under the conditions that the city fur-
nish a site and resolve to provide $5,000 a year to maintain the library.

These conditions bLelnpg met, tho city offercd a competition for the plan of

the new library. 1In the face of c¢ntries from Boston, New York, Buffalo, Mont-
pelier, Vermont, and Lowell, Massachusetts, a young Burlington architect,

Walter R. B. Willcox won the commission. ‘ ;

Jillceox, wvho also desipned Burlington's Edwards High S5chool and the Burlingten !,’w
Sevincs Benk, received his training both in the United States and Europe. His KN
desirn for the Fletcher Frec Library shows a typical Beaux=Arts concern for monu-
mental spaces, bLilateral symmetry, and massive, articulated ornament. S3hortly
after the completion of the library Willcox moved to the Piacilic Northwest

where he estalhlished a successful architecctural practice. He was active in YA
the American Institute of Architects, serving @ toerm &s its vice-president, and t.@
later became dean of the University of Orepon School of Architecture, as well
as a Fellow of the AJL.A.
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1., The Burlington Daily Hews - May 18, 1904

2. Cerlisle, Lilian Baker. Historical Notes rvelating to the Carpmeric Building

of the Flotcher Free Libvary,  (Heroxed essary; on file at Fletcher Free
Likrary).
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Carnegie Building of the Fletcher Free
Library

Burlington, Vermont

credits John R. Axtell

dates 4/1976

Negative filed at Vermont Division
for Historic Preservation

North (front) elevation

photograph 1
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- ‘ Carnegle Building of the Fletchaf Free

i Library
- Burlington, Vermont
‘ credit: John R. Axtell
‘ datei 4/1976
E Negative filed at Vermont Division
g for Historic Pregervation
S gouth (rear) and west elevations,
L ' view looking northeast .

) photograph 2 C
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