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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Jane Knodell, City Council President 

  Burlington City Councilors 

  Mayor Miro Weinberger 

FROM:  Scott Gustin, Principal Planner 

DATE:  Friday, April 1, 2016  

RE:  Proposed zoning amendment: ZA-16-07; Low Impact Development 

   

 

You will please find attached a proposed amendment to the Burlington Comprehensive Development 

Ordinance for your consideration and adoption as recommended by the Burlington Planning Commission 

on March 22, 2016.   

 

The amendment is intended to allow additional lot coverage for pervious pavement meeting a certain 

performance standard.  This amendment was initiated by the Conservation Board.       

 

This amendment simply allows an additional 10% lot coverage in low and medium density residential zones 

for pervious pavement.  The purpose of the amendment is to provide at least a small incentive for installing 

pervious pavement for improved onsite stormwater management.  The amendment merely affords an extra 

10% for pervious pavement, like the provisions for decks, patios, and the like.   

 

Thank you for your consideration.   



CITY OF BURLINGTON 
           ORDINANCE ___________ 
          Sponsor: Planning Department;  
             Planning Commission 
          Public Hearing Dates: ___________ 
  In the Year Two Thousand Sixteen   _____________________________ 
          First reading:  _________________ 
          Referred to: ___________________ 
An Ordinance in Relation to   Rules suspended and placed in all  
             stages of passage:  ______________ 
COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE--   Second reading: ________________ 
Low Impact Development Coverage Credit     Action:  ______________________ 
ZA #16-07         Date:  ________________________ 
          Signed by Mayor:  ______________ 
          Published:  ____________________ 
          Effective:  _____________________ 
 
It is hereby Ordained by the City Council of the City of Burlington as follows: 
 

 

That Appendix A, Comprehensive Development Ordinance, of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 1 

Burlington be and hereby is amended by amending Sections Sec. 4.4.5, (d) 3.A. Exceptions for Residential 2 

Features; Sec. 6.2.2, (i) Vehicular Access; and adding definitions for Stormwater Administrator and Pervious 3 

pavement to Section 13.1.2: Definitions thereof to read as follows: 4 

 5 
Article 4: Zoning Maps and Districts 6 
Sec. 4.4.5, Residential Districts 7 
(a) – (c) As written. 8 
(d) District Specific Regulations 9 
1.-2. As written. 10 
3. Lot Coverage 11 
A. Exceptions for Accessory Residential Features 12 
 13 
In the RL, RL-W, RM and RM-W districts, an additional ten (10) per cent of lot coverage above the otherwise 14 
applicable limit may be permitted for the following amenity features accessory to residential uses provided that 15 
such features shall at no time be enclosed or be used for parking: 16 
 17 
i – vi as written. 18 
vii.  Walkways; and/or, 19 
viii.  Window wells; and/or, 20 
ix.  Pervious pavement designed and maintained to infiltrate the 1-year/24-hour storm event onsite, 21 

subject to review and approval by the Stormwater Administrator.   22 
 23 
With the exception of the additional lot coverage allowances provided for under Inclusionary Zoning, 24 
requirements such additional lot coverage shall not be permitted for any development where bonus provisions of 25 
this ordinance are applicable. 26 
 27 
4. – 7. As written. 28 
 29 
Article 6: Development Review Standards 30 
Part 2: Site Plan Design Standards 31 
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An Ordinance in Relation to COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE— 

Low Impact Development Coverage Credit, ZA #16-07 
 
Sec. 6.2.2, Review Standards 32 
(a)– (h) As written. 33 
(i) Vehicular Access: 34 
 35 
Curb cuts shall be arranged and limited in number to reduce congestion and improve 36 
traffic safety. A secondary access point from side roads is encouraged where possible to 37 
improve traffic flow and safety along major streets. The width and radius of curb cuts  38 
should be kept to the minimum width necessary, and sight triangles and sufficient 39 
turnarounds for vehicles shall be provided to reduce the potential for accidents at points 40 
of egress. 41 
 42 
Residential driveways shall be a minimum of 7 feet in width or consist of two 2’driveway strips made of 43 
pavement or pervious pavement.  Driveway strips shall be accompanied by a paved area for the parking 44 
and/or storage of motor vehicles. The maximum width for single or shared access driveways shall be 18’.  In 45 
a residential district, driveways and parking areas shall be set back a minimum of 5’ from side and rear 46 
property lines.  Driveways that have a slope of 5% or greater (towards the right of way) shall be made of a 47 
solid surface including conventional pavement, pavers or pervious pavement.   48 
 49 
Driveways for commercial properties may require a traffic study to identify the impacts 50 
of the movement of traffic to and from the property, and design for safe access. Access 51 
for service and loading areas should be located behind buildings or otherwise screened 52 
from streets or public ways with landscaping or other barriers. Whether commercial or 53 
residential, shared driveways are encouraged, where possible and appropriate.   54 
 55 
(j) – (p) As written. 56 
 57 
Article 13: Definitions 58 
Section 13.1.2: Definitions 59 

******** 60 
Stormwater Administrator: The administrative officer of Chapter 26: Wastewater, Stormwater, and 61 
Pollution Control for the City of Burlington. 62 
 63 

********* 64 
Pervious pavement: Pervious pavement is a permeable pavement surface with an underlying stone reservoir 65 
that temporarily stores surface runoff before infiltrating into the subsoil. Pervious pavement includes porous 66 
asphalt, pervious concrete, grass pavers, and plastic grid systems, or their equivalents as deemed acceptable 67 
by the Stormwater Administrator. 68 
 69 
 70 
 71 
 72 

 73 
 74 
* Material stricken out deleted.  75 
** Material underlined added. 76 
 77 
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An Ordinance in Relation to COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE— 

Low Impact Development Coverage Credit, ZA #16-07 
 
 78 
KS: Ordinances 2016/Zoning Amendment ZA #16-07 re Low Impact Development Coverage Credit 79 
4/18/16 80 
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Burlington Planning Commission Report 

Municipal Bylaw Amendment 
 

ZA-16-07 – Low Impact Development 
 
This report is submitted in accordance with the provisions of 24 V.S.A. §4441(c). 
 
Explanation of the proposed bylaw, amendment, or repeal and statement of purpose: 
 

The proposed amendment amends the Comprehensive Development Ordinance Sec. 4.4.5, 
(d) 3.A. Exceptions for Residential Features; Sec. 6.2.2, (i) Vehicular Access; and Article 13: 
Definitions. The purpose of the proposed amendment is to provide an incentive for the 
installation of pervious pavement to improve on-site stormwater management on sites in 
residential low density and residential medium density zoning districts. The amendment 
merely affords an extra 10% for pervious pavement, like the provisions for decks, patios, 
and the like. The amendment also includes a minor amendment to the development review 
standards for vehicular access and adds definitions for “Stormwater Administrator” and 
“Pervious Pavement.”  

Conformity with and furtherance of the goals and policies contained in the municipal 
development plan, including the availability of safe and affordable housing: 

This proposed amendment furthers the municipal development plan’s Natural Environment 
element goals to investigate opportunities to utilize permeable surface materials in place of 
impermeable materials, and to utilize best management practices to capture/treat 
stormwater runoff from existing development. The proposed amendment does not limit the 
ability to provide safe and affordable housing within the community. 

Compatibility with the proposed future land uses and densities of the municipal 
development plan: 

This proposed amendment is consistent with the proposed future land uses and densities of 
the Municipal Development Plan by preserving the scale and density of low and medium 
density residential neighborhoods while also providing for an incentive to achieve greater on-
site stormwater management in these districts.  
 

Implementation of specific proposals for planned community facilities: 
 
This proposed amendment supports the City’s Integrated Municipal Stormwater and 
Wastewater Plan (IMSWP) and related capital improvements to the stormwater system. In 
particular, this amendment incentivizes installation of stormwater-friendly driveways, which is 
a best-management practice recommended in the IMSWP addressing the quality and 
quantity of stormwater runoff from existing development.  
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