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1.0

INTRODUCTION

This is the final report for the Waterfront North Access Scoping Study in Burlington, Vermont. This
study has been conducted by the City of Burlington with assistance from Resource Systems Group,
SE Group, and Engineering Ventures. The project study area is shown inFigure 1, bound by North
Avenue and Battery Street on the east and by the l&eshore on the west. The study area extends as far
north as North Street and asfar south as Main Street.

This scoping study follows the VTrans Project
Development Process to ensure public participation
and includes the following steps:

f
f
f
f
f

f

Existing Conditions Assessment
Local Concerns Meeting

Purpose and Needs Statement
Alternatives Investigation
Alternatives Presentation to Public

Identification of Preferred Alternative

This report describes the process used to identify a
preferred alternative. For simplicity, the Existing
Conditions Assessment (which includes a summary of
public comments from the Local Concerns Meeting) is
included as Appendix A .

The body of this report contains

f the Purpose and Needs Statement,
f the Project Description,
f the Alternatives Investigation, and
f the Preferred Alternatives.
2.0 PURPOSE ANDNEEDS
2.1 Purpose

Figure 1: Project Study Area

The purpose of the Waterfront North Access Scoping Study is to enhance travel access to and on the
Waterfront and to improve connections to the remainder of Downtown. Within this context, the
project has six specific objectives:

1.

Improve pedestrian accessibility and safety while maintaining adequate traffic flow on
Battery Street between the Main Street and Pearl Street intersections.

Facilitate pedestrian movement between Battery Street and the entire Waterfront.

Promote multimodal use of Depot Str eet with design for travel access.

Improve drainage and stormwater management along Lake Street.
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Expand capacity for pedestrians and vehicles along the north-south axis of the Waterfront
through proposed improvements.

Promote multimodal access and connectivity to the lake and northern waterfront to the
southern edge of the urban reserve.

Needs

Currently there is no safe and convenient pedestrian access to the Waterfront from Battery
Street between College Street and Depot Streeaind there are many constraints to convenient
east-west pedestrian travel. These constraints include:

- the high volume, high speed nature of Battery Street which discourages east-west
pedestrian movement; and

- the grade difference from Battery Street to the Waterfront, ranging from 8-32% within the
project area.

Depot Street has been closed to vehicular traffic for several years but continues to be used by
pedestrians and bicyclists. Depot Street is currently in need of basic improvements to
continue serving bicycles and pedestrians safely and conveniently. There is a need to review
the role of Depot Street in serving access to the Waterfront and to make improvements to it
that will make it function efficiently and safely.

Drainage along the northern portion of Lake Street is poor. Improvements to the stormwater
management system in this area are neededo appropriately manage frequently occurring
heavy water flows.

Present connections from the Waterfront to Downtown need to be strengthened.

North-south movement of vehicles is constr ained by the narrowness of Lake Street;
additional capacity to move people along this axis, or another parallel axis, needs to be
evaluated.

The transportation infrastructure on the northern portion of the Waterfront is inadequate to
provide safe access to the Lake and Urban Reserve.

PROJECTDESCRIPTION

Given the purpose and needs, the project hasbeen divided into sub areas as shown inFigure 2:
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Figure 2: Project Sub Areas
1. The northern Waterfront and

access to the Urban Reserve

2. Lake Street stormwater
management improvements

3. Access across the
central/eastern slope that
extends the length of the
project area

4. Battery Street improvements
between Pearl and Main
Streets, particularly for
pedestrians

Concurrent with this scoping project
are other studies and projects taking
place in or adjacent to this area:

f the Moran Plant
redevelopment,

f the final design and
construction of
improvements along and
proximate to Lower College
Street (west of Battery),

f pedestrian improvements
along the Battery Park
extension (on the west side
of Battery Street between
Cherry and College),

f the Burlington Transportation Plan, and
f the Downtown Transit Center.

As appropriate, the Waterfront North Access scopin g study accounts for the travel impacts of these
projects and studies.

4.0 ALTERNATIVEB\VESTIGATION

The long history of the project area required a two step alternatives investigation. First, the numerous
ideas developed over the years and during this study process were collected and reviewed to identify
the most feasible and attractive alternatives for each sub area. This process is described idppendix
B. The results of this preliminary evaluation advanced to the second stage investigation and are
described for each sub area below. An evaluation matrix at the end of each section summarizes the
alternatives for that sub area. Detailed cost estimates are inAppendix C .
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