
WELCOME TO THE SOUTH END 
INNOVATION DISTRICT

VIRUTAL OPEN HOUSE



CHARACTER OF PUBLIC SPACES

This remains a car based 
neighborhood. Provide 

separated bicycle infrastructure 
and separated pedestrian 
infrastructure, but do not 

obstruct ability for cars to pass 
through neighborhood to 

downtown or ability to arrive 
here by car. Leave parking 

capacity up to individual site 
developers.

In this district, the ability of 
residents and outsiders to pass 
through is critical. Any solutions 
that do not include how to safely 

integrate motor vehicles 
(including public transport 
options) with pedestrians, 

cyclists, and other users are 
short sighted and doomed to be 

"less".

No cars! I think we ought to 
build a city for humans, not 
for cars. Cars already get so 
much, and they kill lots of 

people who are not in cars. 
Humans are where it's at!

Local light rail lines would be IDEAL! Driving is a major 
pain in Burlington, streets with side parking makes 
driving difficult (especially when residents have to 

compete with others) and traffic can be unbearable, 
shared streets have already proved difficult as all 

parties (pedestrians, bikers, cars) don't know how to 
work around each other well or safely. Having 

Complete streets would be ideal for the safety of 
everyone involved- proper tree installations and other 

greenery would been to be properly included 
throughout though. Making more of the city Car-​Free 
would be a good step in the right direction, encourage 

more walking, and help transition away from cars. I 
agree with a lot of what Andy Simon said on Jun 27, 
2022 in a FPF post regarding some of these issues

Car free is nice in principle, 
but visitors and residents 

will still have cars that need 
parking. The alternative is 

to flood residential 
neighborhoods with 

assholes and their cars.

Encourage building forms and 
features which are new and 

don't try to emulate historical 
styles. Modern selected above 
means "suited to 2022" not the 
style known as 'modern design'. 

Minimize regulatory neighbor 
control over building form and 
finishes to maximize creativity.

As long as "Modern" 
doesn't mean the failed 

public plazas of 20th 
century modernist 

urbanism. Needs to be 
more comfortable for 

human beings

Make the design green. Modern 
design doesn't represent the 

South End well, if the Industrial 
Heritage is done tastefully it 
wouldn't be bad. Really think 
about what will look good 2 

years from now and 20 years 
from now while allowing the 
community to grow without 
erasing its unique culture.

Green, green , green! More 
trees the better. Some 

urban housing/businesses 
would be nice as well. 

Development should be 
with the future in mind and 

the needs of the 
community/planet.

"Green" ranks lower for 
me here, due to the 

close proximity of the 
bikepath.

Relative to most urban 
centers, this is a tiny 
site - you'll want to 

stuff as much in that 
small acreage as 

possible. This is not 
Brooklyn or Boise

I like green space but I 
think it is more important 

that in this case we get 
more housing going! 

Otherwise it'll just be old 
boomers and tech bros 
who get to look at the 

bushes :p

Burlington has an excessive 
amount of area restricted 

to development. Encourage 
new buildings near existing 
and planned roadways, not 

more roadways or more 
plantings.

New residential 
developments would 

bring opportunities for 
car-​free streets in the 

future

have a church street like 
area without fear of cars, 

but need to balance serving 
new buildings . maybe 

mixed use based on times 
of the day.  parking outside 

of the area for walking 
within.

Container housing or 
other buildings and 
services. and other 
services for people 

experincing 
houselessness.

complete streets may 
be the goal, but flex 

space may be 
best/opportunity.

Would prefer a 
combination of car-​free 

and complete streets

Important to include 
and think about 

mobility of residents

Would prefer a 
combination of car-​free 

and complete streets

Important to include 
and think about 

mobility of residents

look at the heritage 
and see if we can do 

something interesting if 
there is something to 

work with.

reminds of highline-- 
feel like highline 

without the highline, or 
waterbury alley (b/w 

radio & another 
businss for activity). 

Nooks for musicians.

love the idea of pocket 
parks - can be small but 
areas for shelter from 

heat of Pine st.

Will this project 
ameliorate, 

exacerbate, or have 
no effect on 

potential ill effects 
of the Champlain 

Parkway?

Utilize for water 
catchment 

storm water 
retention

Just not so child-​
focused

Combo of green 
infrastructure & art 
& creativity spaces

Green, modern, 
artsy

Mix of shared + 
car-​free

Mix of shared streets 
and car-​free



This area could be a 
great example of 

buildings of mixed 
height which as visual 
interest to the area.

Mix it up!

Vermont DESPERATELY 
needs housing, and this is 

an ideal part of the city and 
state to provide maximum 
density. Maximizing height 
should be a top priority in 
this location. If not now, it 
will likely never happen as 
a renovation in the future.

Having views of the 
water is one of the best 

things about living in 
the South End. Don't 

take that away.

This city needs housing! 
Increased supply will help 
keep housing affordable 

for all income levels. It will 
strengthen the downtown 
core. reduce the need for 

parking, and help 
downtown businesses 

survive.

We need density! Build 
up as much as possible

This example block would 
have between 120-220 
new homes, along with 

community spaces, shops, 
and offices

This example block would 
have between 270 - 370 
new homes, along with 

community spaces, shops, 
and offices

This example block would 
have between 420 - 520 
new homes, along with 

community spaces, shops, 
and offices

This example block would 
have between 225 - 325 
new homes, along with 

community spaces, shops, 
and offices

THE DISTRICT'S BUILDINGS

It's unclear whether 
"limited" means types 
of commercial uses or 

percentage of total 
ground floor space

Not exactly sure what 
these definitions 

mean?

Having a mix of both businesses 
and residential creates an 
accessible and close-​knit 

community. Good for growing 
Burlington economically while 

making sure that the businesses 
work well with residents, aren't 
out of place architecturally, and 

have to listen/play by community 
rules.

Don't regulate uses. 
Allow commercial, 
community, public, 

residential or other and 
allow it to easily change 
over time with minimal 

regulatory friction.

do not require commercial 
on the ground floor. let it 
be either commercial or 
residential as the market 
dictates. allow residential 
with commercial space in 

the unit at street level.

Illustrating and providing the 
public with a series of east-​west 
site sections extending from the 

lake to South Union Street (or 
South Willard Street) would be a 
helpful tool for informing more 

meaningful responses to the 
District Scale questions.

A variety of building 
sizes and heights 
would best fit this 

district.

A variety always makes 
for the best urbanism.

4 Stories at Pine Street and 
Waterfront, 6 Stories Set 
back 100' from water and 

Pine Street and along 
Lakeside, 8 Stories set back 

50' from other property 
edges or 100' setback listed 

above.

mix of housing options 
is critical.

Maximize possible 
development density, 

particularly for housing 
opportunities. Encourage 

buildings which break 
down scale to not be the 

size of full city blocks.

Let's build as much as 
we can. We are in a 

housing crisis.

Mix of med-​high 
density is best

High quality housing that will allow 
residents to feel like they can stay either 
long term, raise a family, etc. or stay for a 
year or two and move on are ideal. A lot 
of the housing in Burlington seems to be 

centered around college students- not 
maintained, small places, the need to 

have multiple roommates to afford it, etc. 
Having good apartments/housing with 
affordable pricing with a focus on local 
residents, rather than mass produced, 
cheap apartments that don't represent 
or serve the community as well as they 

should.

Worried about there 
being "conditions" 

being a way to block 
construction.

provide plenty of 
natural landscape 

beetwee/throughout 
with bike lanes and 

walking paths. blend 
with appropriate 

parking.

Mix of 4 & 6, 8 is too 
high

Mix of 4 & 6, 8 is too 
high (seconded 

comment)

Mix of 4 to 6 
stories, 8 is too high

Worry that opposition to 8 
here is just because it's the 
tallest option, and people 

don't want to go "too high". 
Conditions/discussions on 
a per building basis feels 
like trouble for keeping 

development in approval 
hell.

highest they should go.

Ground floor 
commercial space 

makes "where you live" 
much easier to also be 
"where you shop/go to 
the doctor/drop kids at 

daycare"

Would love to have full 
retail, but would be 

concerned that 
development wouldnt 

be able to find 
commercial tenants

Residential on the 
ground floor could be 

great, but woul dprefer 
if it is not at grade.

I like the largest scale 
apartment option for 
some of the space, if, 
and only if, there is 
commercial space for 
shops & businesses on 

the ground floor. 
Otherwise they could be 

imposing

consider parking for any housing 
that is added. Parking for HULA 
not working, any new housing 

needs to be mindful of working 
plans. lakeside parking not being 

used by HULA users. How will 
the zone affect traffic in the area.

parking garage 5 
stories, with housing all 
the way around to not 

see parking, with a 
green roof on top.

I agree that the large 
apartments are good 

as long as they are 
mixed use and have 

plenty of ground floor 
business space

Based on wanting the 4 
- 6 stories, it would be 
appropriate to have all 

but regulated

hula parking could 
accom large building, 

but not sears lane, 
central courtyard vs 

solid block.

architecture should 
reflect history of the 

neighborhood. 
tassteful and respcect 

historic buildings.

Would include 
triplex/quad

Include option for 
mix of building 

sizes

midsize + 
triplex/quad + 

town/rowhouse etc.

tastefully done, see the 
lake, see beaugy of 

lakeside neighborhood.

6 stories feels right 
with parking wrapped if 

you can't put it 
underneath.

outside porches and 
roof access with 

gardens and views. 
design contest.

like this look if done 
tastefully. lakeside is 

almost all multi family. 
consider lakeside style 

in building.

Not the most effective 
for encouraging 
density/multiuse

Better than nothing 
but a missed 

opportunity to go 
bigger!

Maximize new 
housing!

Mix heights makes 
it look nicer, less 

cookie cutter
There is no "too 
high"! Go Big!

A mix but with 
shorter buildings 

closer to the lake to 
maintain the view 
as much as possible



Uses should serve the 
neighborhood and 

south end rather than 
be regional draws like 

entertainment and 
hotels

Prioritize housing and 
job creation.

do not try to regulate 
use if it can be avoided. 
stick to what forms are 

desired and let the 
uses evolve as they will.

Allow for uses to be 
created and changed 

with minimum 
regulatory friction. 

Don't try to pick 
"winners and losers".

Focus on lower intensity 
use types. Don't want to 

suck life out of downtown. 
Art spaces are fine at 

market rates. Why should 
taxpayers subsidize 

someone's desire to satisfy 
their innner muse?

Just a note as it relates to art spaces - I 
would say the highest priority for me 

would be inexpensive studios that could 
allow someone to get their business off 
the ground! It took me two years to turn 
a profit, and it takes time to learn how to 
make things work. I would say $300-500 
a month for a 15x15 studio... something 
like that. High prices are going to keep 

artists out.

More entertainment or businesses that 
adults can enjoy without drinking would 
be nice. Another hotel is NOT needed, 

nor a cinema, but a music venue, 
museum, or something similar would be 

ideal. A dog park would be nice. 
Burlington over the years has definitely 

started to become more gentrified, 
making this new district should reflect 

local values, ideals, and wants while 
making it green and sustainable.

LAND USE TYPES

Grocery
but everything is 

good

I want to see 
everything on this 
board included in 
the district. Top 
choice food and 

drink but not only 
that.

Art + Making
No Bev.

Making (too much)

A gallery? Yes.
Music venue and 

museum, yes, hotels, 
no

good clean safe 
laundromat

roof top gardens nurseyry

bike lanes to navigate 
safely

Biggest threat to artist 
space isn't zoning, but 

ownership. Artists move 
into cheaper areas and 

build it up; consolidating 
land to fewer developers 
will push out the artists 
more than zoning laws.

outdoor amphiteater no hotels, please

How much will this 
project prioritize 

sustainability 
(environmental, social, 

fiscal)? disincentive 
driving? Solar Panels 

on the rood? Etc!

The Japanese model 
of "whitelisted" 

zoning is better for 
the town and state. 
A bigger asle, but 

bigger gains

free, public space is 
crucial to strong 

community. Burlington 
lakefront is a massive 
success, need more 

public space

Ebike rental and bike 
share just backed out of 
the city. We should give 

local companies the 
chance to supply bike 
share fleet in this area

Cooperative Pharmacy 
(Example: Community 
Pharmacy in Madison, 

WI)I want to see 
everything on this 

board included in the 
district. Top choice 

food and drink but not 
only that.



Barge 
Canal will 
not be in 
the SEID


