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J. Jeffrey Munger Taxi Licensing Board Administrative Offices
Chairperson of the Board 149 Church Street

Burlington, VT 05401
William Keogh Tel: 802-865-7011

Vice Chairperson Fax: 802-865-7014

Taxi Licensing Board Agenda
Conference Room 2, Burlington International Airport
Wednesday, July 15, 2015
9: 04 a.m.

PRESENT:  Jeff Munger (JM), Chair P
Bill Keogh (BK), Vice-Chair =~ .
Officer Brent Navari (BN), BPD W
Adam Roof (AR), License Committee M‘, ber
Gregg Meyer (GM), Assistant City Attorney*
Lori Olberg (LO), City Hall o
Ashley Bryce (AB), Taxi Administration Office, ¢ 1ty Hall

Isaac Trombley (IT), Taxi Administration Office, Airport

Jason Sawyer, Esq. (JS), Attorney for Friday Tornwini

;H) Green Cab: arrived at 9:08 am

CHAIR MUNGER PRESI_DING -
1. AGENDA A &
On a motion by Commissioner‘sn Keoghand Roof the agenda was adopted as is.

2. PUBLIC FORUM .

No one spoke at the public forum.

3. DISCUSSION:

3.01. Yearly Meeting Schedule:

Tuesdays and Wednesdays do not work per BK. Thursdays work for all, with the
occasional changes. If parking passes are an option, meetings will be held at City Hall
Conference Room 12. Back up will be the Airport Conference Room. Book meeting

dates for the year now: times will be 9:00 am — 11:00 am. BN believes any date and time
given should not be problem for Police to make it to the meetings. Discussed having




meeting at other City locations, LO requested that meetings scheduled at City Hall or the
Airport made the most sense.

3.02. Rel‘ocation of Taxi Administration Office:

IT stated that as of July 1, 2015 City Hall has taken over the Taxi Licensing
Administration. The Airport will be only responsible for Contract, Courtesy Permits and
Queue Permits. JM inquired about the badging, who will be responsible. IT confirmed that
he will be doing the badging for this year since he is the only one with the software. The
hope being that City Hall will receive software in the future to print badges.

3.03. Administrative Rule 117 (See Attached Minutes 6/25/2014)

GM stated that in the ordinance it read: that no license apphcations are to be accepted
within thirty (30) days of the last day of the license year. The Administrative Office would
like the applicants that apply in the sixty (60) previous days before the new licensing year
to be accepted and processed with the renewal year, GM pointed out that under the Taxi
Licensing Board Administrative Rules; Rule 101 states that the Licensing Board can
overrule Rule 117 that they already have in place by a vote. BK would request that we can
change the ordinance so that the renewal of license to be one year from the date a person
applied. GM responded that this cannot be changed by licensing board. JM responds with
why change only with two weeks of the: hcensmg year. IT stated there were approximately
fifteen (15) new applicants that have apphed in the previous sixty (60) days. BK made the
motion that the Taxi Board with their authority - to Rule :01 1o allow license applications to
be processed that have applied in the sixty (60) days previous to the new licensing year to
be processed. AR seconded this motion, all approved.

4. MINUTES
4.01. Taxi L1censmg Board 06/18/2015
Ona motwn by Comm1ssmners Keogh and Roof the minutes were approved.

5. OTHER BUSINESS:

5.01. ’15-’16 Taxi Meter Rates:

IT stated that this is on the agenda as part of the record, for information only. JM inquired
about date rates start and meter adjustments. GM asked how do drivers know and how
long do they have to do this. IT responded that rates begin on August 1, 2015. Drivers
have from the day he and AB sent out the June 25, 2015 memo to August 1, 2015 to make
the changes. JM inquired about where memos are posted. IT answered: online, sent to
each business, posted in the C/T Office and in the Ambassador’s Office. AR questioned
the amount for changing a meter: IT thought it was $55.00 to do so. Commissioner Keogh,
seconded by Commissioner Munger, made a motion to waive the reading, accept the
communication and place it on file.



5.02.  Uber:

GM explained that their insurance was on file and that payment had been
received as of yesterday. They can only operate at the Airport if someone
calls them. They cannot solicit or get in a taxi line. JM questioned the
Certificate of Insurance (COI) of how coverage covers their partners. GM can
give more detailed answer at later time, but drivers should have additional
coverage as well. AR stated that Uber’s coverage kicked in after the Uber
application was activated.

5.03.  Atlas Cab — Queue Question:

IT was seeking advisement from the Board regarding people trying to sell their business
with a queue permit. Owner Ali Haji came to IT wanting to add partner Ali Farah to his
company. IT stated that a person cannot transfer a queue permlt because of the current
waiting list of twenty seven (27) on it. JM questloned if a person buys the business, would
they not get all of the assets of the business. GM stated that present day, transfers are not
allowed. If the same owner owned the business with add' ng a partner they would be able
to keep the queue permit. In this case the owner sold the mpany and it could not be
transferred. GM agreed to assist IT with explamlng to Ali Fatah the reason why this
cannot happen.

5.04. Richard’s Limo/M

IT explained magnets Were not accepted per the ordinance. Richard’s Limo wanted to be
exempt from this as they are a rental company that only comes approximately twenty-five
times a year. GM stated tha this should be discussed with the Airport staff and
Commission to address in a” re fﬁcxent way

6. ADJOURNMENT

On a motion by Commissioners Kebgh and Roof the Taxi Licensing Board Meeting
adjourned at 9:48 a.m.

Taxi Licensing Appeals Panel Agenda
Conference Room 2, Burlington International Airport
Wednesday, July 15, 2015
Time: 9:48 a.m.

PRESENT: see above; Joseph Fuller (JF) and Friday Tornwini (FT)

CHAIR MUNGER PRESIDING:

1. AGENDA




On a motion by Commissioners Keogh and Roof the agenda was adopted as is. A work
session on the Vehicle for Hire Ordinance was added once the Appeals Panel adjourned.

2. TAXI DRIVER APPEAL HEARINGS:

2.01. Joseph Fuller:

He appeared on behalf of his appeal. GM explained the procedure to be followed,
introduced the Taxi Appeals Panel and swore him in to provide testimony.

Background:

The appellant was denied a license due to a self-reported misdemeanor for civil class B.

Testimony:

JF explained the possession of controlled substance was a time in his life that could have
gone a lot better. He has been in and out of recovery for the last 17 years. He went nine
years without a drink, graduated from the University of New Hampshire. Then he went
back to using after, chalked it up as creative influences. He has learned his lessons the
hard way, as of today he has been free for 11 and half months of any substances. This is a
new chapter in his life. He is part of AA and has a sponsor. He looks forward to getting his
medallion in few weeks. He would like a solid foundation of employment.

Questions open to be asked from the Board:
BK asked JF if he was currently employed JF had been working for Champlain Farms for
the last 6 months, he gave them a month’s notice to become a taxi driver but the process

has taken longer than expected He hasa degree in forestry so he has been doing side
work, landscaping. \

BK asked if JF had any dependenfs :‘:no was JF’s response.

BK asked how many AA meetings he currently goes to, JF responded with about2to 3 a
week.

BK wanted to know how committed he was to his sobriety, JF responded: 100%.

JM asked about the charge in Massachusetts. JF stated that it was a Class B Charge:
cocaine.

No further testimony was given.



2.02. Friday Tornwini:

He appeared on behalf of the appeal as well as his attorney, JS, Esq. GM explained the
procedure to be followed, swore in FT to provide testimony, and introduced the Taxi
Appeals Board.

Background:

The appellant was denied a license based on a suspension of operatlng a vehicle for DUI 1
per GM’s June 22, 2015 memo to IT. &

Testimony:

IS explained that in the ordinance of 30-29 B2 it stated that a conv1ct10n to operate a
vehicle under the influence. FT does not have a conviction for operatmg a vehicle under
the influence. In the DUI case there are two procedures: license suspension and a criminal
procedure. Not all cases have both. In the license suspension procedure the State has to
prove that operating a vehicle on state highway that they have to submit to a test and be
.08 or more. If this is met, the operator’s license can be suspended for 90 days to be
reinstated; they need to pay DMV, file proof of insurance SSR 22, crash program and
serve 90 days. Second type of civil the State can provide same information your license
can be suspended for 6 months and provide: thl" information. FT received a .08 Civil, had
license suspended only 90 days and went through 1 the programs to be reinstated. FT
was convicted of negligent operation (vehicle operatmn—careless or negligent).
Civil was resolved due to completing the requirements. The Board reviewed FT’s driving
record: speeding ticket in May for going 10 mlles over limit. JS stated that FT does not
drink anymore; it was a wake-up call for him. - .

FT introduced himself, he admitted that it was a mlstake and he has since stopped
drmklng He has 3 chﬂdren 9,6,and 1.

tlons up to thedeard:

AR asked howf‘ any years FT had been driving taxi, FT responded he is just starting out.
AR asked if he efk u r\drove a taxi, he responded no.

BN went over the DMV check GM stated that the only concern was DUI based on the
ordinance.

JS stated he has known FT for many years and he is a good guy. His conviction was a long
time ago and he has changed for the better.

No further testimony given.

On a motion by Commissioners Roof and Keogh, the Appeals Panel went into executive
session at 10:11 a.m. to deliberate.




On a motion by Commissioners Keogh and Munger, the Appeals Panel went out of
executive session at 10:18 a.m.

3. MINUTES:

3.01. Taxi Licensing Appeals Panel 06/18/2015
On a motion by Commissioners Keogh and Roof the minutes were approved.
4. ADJOURNMENT

On a motion by Commissioners Keogh and Roof the Taxi Licensing Appeals Panel
adjourned at 10:18 a.m.

Work Session on Vehicle of Hire Ordinance:

The Taxi Board, Taxi staff and members of the industry for épproximately thirty minutes
to discuss the process for revising and suggested changes to the ordinance.

BK noted that the City Attorney’s Taxi report from last summer listed most of his
suggested changes. These included in particular the orgamzatlon of the Taxi Board/Panel
into something more like other Comm1ssmns in City government. This was recommended
in the Taxi report.

BK also suggested that there should be rolling license as opposed to the current annual
licensing period (BC. 30 33) Thls was recommended in the Taxi report.

BK also suggested requmng;a;srlx month res1glency in Vermont as a prerequisite for taxi
licensing (BCO-30-26). This was not recommended in the Taxi report.

BK also suggested there should be a total cap on the number of licenses issued. This was
not recommended in the Taxi report.

CH stated that the most important thing that needs to happen with the Vehicle for Hire
system is to hire an Enforcement Officer. The Council could change the law but without
enforcement of the rules the changes have no significance.

CH also noted some specific changes that he would like to see including: requiring
permanent signage on cars rather than magnets; TNCs should not be permitted to park in
spots downtown; all loading zones should be converted to taxi stands after hours; the Taxi
Administrator’s phone/email and a passenger bill of rights should be posted in all vehicles
not just Uber; inspection requirements should be the same for Uber and taxis; remove the
requirement that meters be used for trips originating out of Burlington.

The work session ended at 11:00 a.m.



