
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ACCESSIBILITY  

AGENDA for Monday, December 19, 2022 at 3:00 PM  

VIA ZOOM: 

Attendance 

Nate Besio, Chair Laura Siegel Virginia Clark, ASL Interpreter 

Ethan Fellows Sophie Sauvé Allie Futty 

Karen Downey Laura Wheelock Amber Fulcher 

Vanessa Santos Eugenio   

 

I. COME TO ORDER 

a. 3:05 pm start. 
 

II. INTRODUCTIONS 

a. Nate Besio, Chair, VCIL 

b. Ethan Fellows, CEDO 

c. Amber Fulcher, UVM 

d. Laura Wheelock, DPW 

e. Vanessa Santos Eugenio, City of Burlington Human Resources Department 

f. Laura Siegel, Director of Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind Services at State of 

Vermont 

g. Karen Downey, OTR 

h. Allie Futty, New Member, Vermont Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
 

III. NEWS & UPDATES 

a. Nate gave an update on giving a presentation for Ward 4/7. Discussed postponing the 

presentation until 2023 in order to have some time to prepare. 

b. Nate gave an update on an ADA presentation for BHS. Noted several issues regarding 

ADA compliance. 

i. Karen: Agreed with Nate and noted issues with the Main Atrium and staircases. 

Also noted specific discussions about adding an elevator or spiral ramp. Also 

noted there were positive pieces (I.e., accessible seating, accessible labs, etc.). 

1. Nate: Agreed that it was a productive meeting. Discussed getting more 

involvement from BACA. Noted that while they were getting good 

feedback regarding ADA compliance, there is a need to receive feedback 

from the actual students.  

ii. Allie: What are the locations of special education rooms in relation to the rest of 

the school? Noted that often times rooms for special education services are 

separated from the rest. 

1. Karen: In the new building, there are two primary areas for functional 

life skills on the first floor, east side, in the academic wing (noted that 

they will be very close to an elevator). These areas will include an 

accessible classroom and accessible bathroom. There are also individual 

spaces on the 2nd and 3rd floor that will be able to serve the needs of 

students with visual impairments, etc. 



2. Nate: Noted that there are multiple rooms for special education that are 

spread out and integrated. Used the example that there are science tables 

in science labs that are adjustable, accessible, and well-integrated. 

iii. Laura Siegel: Is it too late to provide feedback for the design? Suggested an 

improved emergency system for the hearing impaired (SMS system perhaps). 

1. Karen: Agreed with Laura’s suggestions. Suggested that Laura write 

them down and those can be sent to and perhaps implemented by the 

school. 

2. Nate: Agreed with Laura and Karen. Noted that the discussion and a lot 

of the suggestions were mainly related to providing access to the 

physically impaired, not as much about the hearing and visually 

impaired. Will send the notes and information to Laura Siegel so she can 

submit suggestions. 

3. Laura: Provided more insight on the importance of having such a system 

for those with hearing impairments and the difficulty of distinguishing an 

alarm during an emergency situation. 

a. Sophie and Vanessa expressed agreement in the chat. 

iv. Amber: Asked for clarification as to whether or not it is too late to provide 

suggestions 

1. Karen: Yes, believed that it is still possible. Still a work in progress. 

v. Vanessa: Do they have a timeline? 

1. Nate: Not sure, a lot of the timeline depends on funding. 

vi. Karen: Noted that there will be accessible parking. 

vii. Sophie: Does anybody know what percentage of design they are at? 

1. Karen: Have not heard a percentage talked about. Believe if you look at 

the website, there is a place to input questions. Sense that a lot of it has 

been looked at and is basically set, but room for suggestions/questions. 

2. Nate: Will put together some of the information and pass it on. Asked for 

committee members to submit comments and suggestions so that they 

may be passed on. 
 

IV. OUTREACH AND PROMOTION 

a. Nate has been connecting and working with the administrator of the Burlington 

Accessibility Facebook page. Asking for a discussion on what should be posted? Does 

there need to be a City of Burlington oversight for what is posted? 

i. Vanessa: Believe yes, can be a part of the public postings the city has, spreading 

information on ADA events, and a good way for public engagement (through 

polls, etc.) 

1. Nate: Besides Ethan, is there anyone else who should be involved? 

ii. Laura: Do you plan to add a link on the City website to the Facebook page? 

Wants to make sure everything discussed in our meeting is portrayed on 

Facebook. 

1. Vanessa: As of now, the Facebook page is a separate entity with no 

connection to us. Although the desire is to stitch us together. 

iii. Vanessa: I think we should promote the monthly meetings, events we would 

hold, how to access/request accommodations/seeclickfix reports, etc. 

1. Laura: Noted the ease of access that social media provides as opposed to 

the city website.  



a. Allie: Agreed, noted that she only found out about this 

committee via her director (he heard through word of mouth). 

Agreed that there needs to be more visibility 

b. Vanessa: Yes! And share minutes (direct to the COB website). It 

would be so cool to include local resources/ supports and a map 

of accessible bathrooms and parking around the City. 

c. Amber: Agreed with Allie, there is a need for awareness for this 

committee 

iv. Karen: Is Sarah Carpenter the connection for this committee to the City Council 

1. Vanessa: Yes. Also noted her responsiveness and helpfulness. 

2. Nate: Noted that this committee has had a history of being in flux, with 

many members coming and going over the years. This is the ‘fourth 

rebirth’ of this committee. Even now, we don’t know how to get people 

appointed. It was until recently that we got administrative support from 

CEDO. This can be a way for us to get our foot in the door and expand 

v. Sophie: It would be good to put together a memo or update for the mayor. It has 

been 6 months. Also provide an update to CC: This is where we are at, what the 

funding has done, etc. 
 

V. FUTURE TRAININGS AND OTHER POTENTIAL USE OF BACA FUNDS 

a. Nate: What are some things that we can use to help with accessibility around Burlington? 

Perhaps things we can print out (stickers, flyers, etc.)? Perhaps a sticker for accessible 

parking. Should we use the funding for the printing of materials and promotion. Also, 

should we organize an ADA training? 

i. Nate: Maybe when we write our report for the mayor, we can discuss a list of 

things we can do.  

ii. Sophie: Perhaps when we open the playground at Oakledge Park, it would be a 

good opportunity to promote and spread information about the group.  

1. Nate: Agreed with Sophie’s suggestion, noted that the accessible 

playground has been a big achievement. 

iii. Nate: Happy to get started with putting together the memo/update for the mayor. 

Will try to put something together that the committee can discuss in the January 

meeting with the goal of sending it to the mayor. Will make a working document 

that everyone can review at the January meeting. 

1. Amber: At that meeting, can we also take a look at how much money we 

have access to? To take a look at the budget so we can begin 

brainstorming projects. 

a. Nate: Not exactly sure of the full logistics. Will follow-up on 

this.  

b. Vanessa: Regarding the training and cost. Can use spaces like 

Sharon Bushor and other city spaces to keep the cost low. 

c. Amber: Also thinking about visual accessibility. Would be great 

to put out some sort of training for basic accessibility for social 

media. Perhaps hire some folks to provide quality training 

i. Vanessa: Agreed with Sophie. Noted that the City’s 

Innovation and Technology Department is very 

interested in this topic and the potential of future 

collaboration. 



iv. Laura Wheelock: Noted that information on the meetings for the BACA are not 

provided to the Warned Meeting Group and are thus not put on the City 

Calendar. 

1. Nate: Noted that the BACA is not technically a committee but a working 

group. Not sure how that fits in with the city calendar.  

a. Vanessa: warnedmeetinggrpu@burlingtonvt.gov  
It looks like Pat Schmitz in I&T for the City maintains the list 
The following City staff are on the list: 
DPW Pine Customer Service 
Emer Feeny (library) 
Holly Lane 
Katherine Schad 
Joanne Putzier 
Sarah Montgomery (C/T) 
Tenzin Chokden (C/T) 
Valerie Ducharme 

b. Ethan: Agendas need to be shared with the Warned Meeting 

Group at least 3 business days in advance. As simple as copying 

the group when the agenda is sent out to the rest of the BACA 

 

 

VI. BACA INVOLVEMENT IN NEW CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 

a. Nate: Any updates regarding the parks? 

i. Sophie: Nothing specific. Noted that Karen’s feedback regarding the restrooms in 

the previous meeting was very helpful. Also currently reviewing different 

proposals for Penny for Parks. 

1. Penny for Parks is an annual funding plan for parks capital 

improvement projects. In 2008, PFP was approved by voters as a 

parks improvement fund and is supported by a dedicated tax. 
 

VII. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

VIII. ADJOURN 4:00 pm. 
 

Non-Discrimination 

The City of Burlington will not tolerate unlawful harassment or discrimination on the basis of political or 

religious affiliation, race, color, and national origin, place of birth, ancestry, age, sex, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, marital status, veteran status, disability, HIV positive status or genetic information. The 

city is also committed to providing proper access to services, facilities, and employment opportunities. 

For accessibility information or alternative formats, please contact Human Resources Department at 865-

7145. 


