
 

Wards 2 and 3 NPA 

9/12/19 

Location: ONE Community Center 

Note Taker: Phet Keomanyvanh 

Steering Committee Members in Attendance: Tony Redington, Infinite Culcleasure, Amanda Hannaford, 

James Lockridge, Barbara McGrew, Kevin Deutermann 

 

Start: 6:30PM 

 

Steering Committee elections 

Move to vote on all three as a slate to be on the Steering Committee: Charlie, Francesca, Alex 

 

Open Forum 

-Having trouble with traffic at HO Wheeler School of speeding. Need crossing guards or police 

enforcement  

 

-Exposure to F35 noise is harmful to health and decimating against all background and is environmental 

racism. F35s will be coming next week.  3000 houses will be affected. 

 

-There has been increased crime happening. Used to have Nixel, ask BPD to have a better public safety 

notification. 

 

-The School District is hiring crossing guards. Please help spread the word. 

 

-10/26 there will be a Champlain Parkway meeting at 5:30 at City Hall. VT Institute will be having a 

meeting about BT Wed 9/16 

 

-Affordable housing should be $500-600 a month rather than $1000. 

 

Burlington Tenants Union 

The average cost of a one-bedroom place in Burlington is $1300 a month.  The landlords are organized 

so tenants need to be organized.  Housing is a human right and we need an agenda for tenants. Rent 

shouldn’t be more than 1/3 of your income.  The Mayor’s affordable housing plan doesn’t include tenant 

rights and quality of life. There is no cap in the rent and landlords can cut off electricity in the winter 

time.  There is a website and closed Facebook page.  Want to help tenants take on cases of neglectful 

landlords. 

 

Mayor 

Housing Summit. One goal is holding property owners accountable for weatherization of rental housing 

stock.  The goals comes out of 2015 housing plan that was done with City Council and had 22 strategies.  

One was addressing affordability by building housing stock of all types.  From hearing from the public 

have heard about tenant concerns of rights and protection.  By the end of Oct. CEDO will release a 

report to Mayor and City Council to look at tenant concerns.  Won’t be supporting rent control because 



it doesn’t work.  Economy relies on supply and demand.  Cities that instituted rent control have a lot of 

supply but not a lot of demand.  The answer to address having housing a human right is to build more 

housing which causes landlords to lower rents due to increased vacancy rates.  Addressing student 

housing was part of the 2015 housing plan. Set a goal 1700 bed goal for colleges to build student 

housing.  Built over 600 beds.  This has been stalled due to some financial issues of UVM but now over 

the financial issue and will be revisiting another negotiation period again.  Helped North Ave. mobile 

home become a coop.  ½ a penny from property tax has been going to affordable housing. What is going 

to be on the ballot is to raise it to a full penny. 

 

State Representatives 

Brian- On Health Committee. Working on housing is healthcare. Vermont is moving toward population 

of health and not just treating them when they get sick.  Looking at weatherization. 

Selene- H32 protects housing discrimination for domestic victims and adds them as protected class. 

Added additional funding for weatherization. 

Gene- On Commence committee and there is a strong support to put more money into housing. Housing 

is a crisis throughout the state.  Can’t get people to move here and can’t get people to stay. Looking at 

Act 250 permitting process and streamlining developers to limit applying for multiple permits that is 

faster and cleaner.   

 

Sandrine 

CVOEO has free educational trainings to learn about tenants’ rights.  Have a hot line and served over 

900 people last year. 37% of the complaints are about habitat.  CODE Enforcement helps fund some of 

this program and have health inspectors that go to the house.  In order to change the law needs to have 

backup.  Call 864-0099 

 

Council 

Brian- public housing ended in the 80’s and relied on federal dollars. Now municipalities focus on 

building on affordable housing of which 35% inhabitants are currently homeless 

 

Perry- Will look into Junk ordinance so it doesn’t have any unintentional harm on resource. Support 

public housing model that is not tied to federal funding.  Need to be creative and would support 

publically supported housing. 

 

Max- In CC there was 50% reduction of overdoses. Comstat looks at amount of pills, arrest information 

and how opioids affect the community.  Such as how opioids are exploiting people in sex trafficking. 

Housing is a key element to recovery.  One way to support affordable housing is through luxury tax and 

having people who are making more contribute more. 

 

End: 8:15 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


