TREE MAINTENANCE PLAN , DiPARTME

For
RHINO FOODS

The functions of this plan are designed to:
e Describe the woodland area found on the Rhino Foods property which is a
White Pine/Early Successional Forest

e To impress upon Planning and Zoning why it is important to remove the trees
requested and why the action is deemed not significant enough to warrant a City
of Burlington DRB meeting.

e Take into consideration the public safety of those who are employed at Rhino
Foods.

Section III. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

The Rhino Foods property is located on the west side of Industrial Parkway south
of LCCTA and across from Burton Snowboards in the south-end of Burlington. The site
is 5.08 acres with about two thirds of an acre being wooded. The remaining areas are
lawns, parking areas and the buildings. The site was developed decades ago (with a
recent attached building constructed within the last few years) and most of the treed
portion of the property has trees that are in the 35 to 40 year age group. This treed area is
0.79 acres. Expansions of the site have been 'made to the buildings and surrounding
infrastructure yet no tree landscaping activity has taken place relative to maintaining the
building and infrastructure improvements. Thus the tree growth has gotten out of hand
and is perpetrating the access points and buildings as a result of tree growth and stand
expansion of the trees.

The original plans call for clear space around the building for presumably, safe
access around the building should an emergency occur and also presumably to prevent
short and long term maintenance issue of the roofs, siding and exposed plumbing and
heating and operational devices.

In general, the land is flat to gently sloping. The soils are very dry and there does
not appear to be any natural resources indicators on the site after a review of the State of
Vermont, Agency of Natural Resources Atlas.

In general the overall health and vigor of the trees and shrubs growing are fair to
poor. There is already dieback of the major trees species present including White Pine
(having White Pine blister rust), Aspen (having Eutypella canker) and just dieback due to
over shading and dieback of the Birch component (due to over shading by the White Pine
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and; Aspefi component). The soil type is Enosburg and Whately making for a basically
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s ";‘;" fau:ssoﬂ ‘type combination as the Whately soils are fair to poor growing soils for trees and
‘the Enosburg is a fair soil for growing trees.

Given the soils types the site wants to grow wetland types of trees such as red
maple which is present. But what is not present are other trees species that the soils want
to grow such as black ash, spruce and fir, tamarack and speckled alder. The point being
the tree species composition on this site is not a desirable mix for best ecological
conditions. Thus the removal of trees not suited to the site is not of any ecological
concern. The understory consists primarily of ifivasives species such as Common and
Glossy Buckthorn so any clearing of these species is strongly encouraged even if the land
use changes.

Invasive and Non-Native Plants:

Invasive plants pose a threat to the natural health of forest lands, open lands, and
wetlands in Vermont. Generally speaking, they are often non-native species that have
escaped cultivation. After escaping, they tend to proliferate through aggressive
propagation methods and colonize large areas. Populations are often very high and
colonies can be very dense. Their aggressiveness excludes the native plants. Ecosystem
functions are negatively altered at the infestations sites. These plants generally do not
provide the proper nutrients, habitat, or structure the native species provide. Nutrient,
hydrologic, and fire regimes are also disrupted. Many of the species are also persistent,
in that they can maintain their populations in small numbers until conditions are right for
rapid spread.

A number of non-native and invasive plants are found on the Rhino Foods
property. Along with proper forest silvicultural practices, and wildlife enhancement
projects, invasive species management places a vital role in fulfilling the commitment to
natural resource health. The bulk of the invasive species include Common and Glossy
Buckthorn. Some of which will be removed as a part of this Tree Maintenance Plan.

Section IV. LEGAL AND ECOLOGICAL REVIEW

An in-depth review of state and local statutes and ordinances was conducted to
ensure the actions recommended within this plan are in compliance. Under Burlington
City Ordinance 5.5.4 -Tree Removal it provides that a certain number of trees can be
removed for specific reasons such as for “a danger to life or property...”. 5.5.4 (a) 1.(C.).
It also provides under 5.5.4 (b) that if a Tree Maintenance Plan is presented that the
ownetr may be allowed to cut beyond the provisions of 5.5.4 (a),1.. This is what is
proposed by Rhino Foods, a Tree Maintenance Plan.

A review of ecological resources within the project area was conducted by the
above stated review of the State of Vermont Agency of Natural Resources Atlas. This
review analyzed the presence of rare, threatened & endangered species/natural
communities, wetlands, riparian zones or any other unique features that would impact
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management decisions. According to data provided by the State of Vermont, there are no
findings on record. In short this is an old industrial site that grew back to trees simply as a
result of lack of vegetative maintenance of the kind that is now being prescribed.

Section V. PLAN OVERVIEW

This plan is designed to integrate the current natural resource base with the need
to Maintain the trees around a building and its infrastructure. This plan provides a
general description of the woodland and a specific direction to take to remove vegetation
zones as indicated on the tree resource map.

At all times tree and shrub work completed will be overseen by a qualified forester and/or
arborist. The chosen professional will also ensure that erosion control measures are
maintained if necessary.

Section VI. STAND DESCRIPTION
White Pine/Early successional forest 0.79 acres

Of the 5.08 acres owned by Rhino Foods there is a total 0.79 acres of woodland that is
made up of White Pine (54%) and other early to mid-successional species such as Red
Maple (23%), Aspen (11%), Paper Birch (10%) and there a few White Ash. Percentages
are described by approximate number of trees. The overall average diameter is about 8
inches at Breast Height (Dbh, which is 4.5 feet above ground level). The stand condition
would be considered adequately stocked on the White Pine silvicultural guide. There is
very little viable regeneration as Buckthorn dominates the understory.

As stated above the overall health of the forest is poor to fair as a result of a stand of trees
growing in an “off site” condition meaning the wrong species of trees are growing on the
soil type present. Short of changing the whole species composition present it is
recommended to let time take its action and over many decades the stand will eventually
convert to the species of trees for the soil type present.

As a result of the stand condition and due to the obvious safety and access problems they
create a small swath of trees (0.09 acres) will be cut and removed to improve the problem
conditions, see attached map of subject area to be cut. After the trees are cut the site will
be stabilized and eight four foot tall red spruce or balsam fir or hemlocks will be
replanted to make up for any perceived loss of visual barrier from neighbors. These types
of trees were selected as they do best on the types of soils present.

Review the site in five years to ensure the original objective of safety and access are met
and to check in on the new trees planted.

Respectfully Submitted.
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