
 

Neighborhood Planning Assembly Draft Minutes 

Date of Assembly :__03_ / _12__ / __2020_ Start Time: (Commence): _6:30___ 

Location:__ONE Community Center_____ Finish Time: (Adjourn):   __8:30_____ 

Note taker: _Sydney Hinckley__   Please forward these official minutes to: Phet 

Keomanyvanh 

NPA:  

(choose one) 
Wards 
1 & 8 

Wards 
2 & 3 

Wards 
4 & 7 

Ward 
5 

Ward 
6 

Steering Committee Members in Attendance: 

Charlie Giannoni 

Kevin Deutermann 

Andrew Champagne 

Amanda Hannaford 

Patrick Johnson 

Discussion Topics  

 These can be copied from agenda 

items 

 Content of discussion not required 

Actions Taken / Decisions Made  

 Immediately following Agenda Item 

 Generally includes: electing a new steering committee member, 

voting as a body to send a formal communication to the City, 

decisions to spend money. 
 

Agenda Items and Actions: 
Please Remember to Enter Adjournment Time!                    

 

7:10 Meeting Starts 

o Encouraging streaming and watching it live. Very small crowd, with 9 people in attendance. 

o Kevin, steering committee member, discusses safety, keeping community conversations going, and 

not letting things get in the way of normalcy, where we can. Grateful to CCTV for setting this up 

and livestreaming this event. We have an amended agenda and were planning on having presenters 

present on how to spend NPA budget through proposals, but will be postponed.  Please stay tuned. 

7:16 Public Forum 

o Jess Hyman, Ward 3 and works at Fair Housing Project at CVOEO. Wanted to make an 

announcement for Fair Housing Month, which celebrates the passing of the Fair Housing Act and 

protections against housing discrimination. There are series of art work, events, and celebrations. 

Given COVID19, there will still be art exhibits up, but the bigger events will probably change and 

try to do it virtually. Please look at thrivingcommunitiesvt.org. 

o Andrew Champagne thanks for people supporting Town Meeting Day and especially to those who 

didn’t win. He discusses concern about graffiti in the city and asks person to please stop. All for 

creative artwork, but there is a time and place for it. 

7:21 Mid-session House Update – Brian Cina 

o Universal precaution and social distancing are very important. Hard to talk about other things during 

this time. Working from home and participating in committee over the phone, due to cold and social 

distancing. Discusses hoarding, mutual aid network, getting through this and take care of one 

another. Brian talks about the Health Care Committee with affordability, telemedicine, and 

accessibility. Discusses emergency rooms, primary care doctors, and recognizing that we have a 

finite number of resources. Professionals in the Health Care System are working together and 

thrivingcommunities.vt.org


legislatures are also working to pass bills to support the community during this time. It’s worth it to 

invest in a social safety net. Brings up childcare and access to it.  

 

7:33 Mid-Session Senate Update – Tim Ashe 

o Tim Ashe discusses spread of the virus, leadership of the administration, accessibility of visiting 

elderly relative, and how things are changing hour by hour. He chairs Joint Chair Committee, and 

they have been discussing public safety, public access, and still doing good legislative work. They 

have canceled all gatherings at the State House and are requiring those that enter to take the 

prescreening tool. We have discussed, should we vote to close the state house for a certain amount of 

time? In the coming weeks, and coming months, this will be a hard time for folks with childcare, 

working, testing kits, and food security. If legislature is not in session, we may not be able to address 

those issues. He also discusses minimum wage bill and overriding the governor’s veto. Also, raises 

topic of questionable acts of staff at corrections facilities and criminal justice system in Vermont. 

Raises the topic of redistricting the senate district and how people will benefit from this. Governor 

did veto the paid family leave and Ashe discusses paid and sick leave as a benefit that community 

members could benefit from them right now. Community member asks about Governor’s 

performance with COVID19 and Ashe replied that the Governor and his team has replied quickly to 

any questions and appreciates work from the Department of Aging and Independent Living.  

 

7:50 Council Update Max Tracy 

o Thanks the NPA Steering Committee and discusses City’s involvement with support for COVID19. 

The City is continuing to evaluate the situation and trying to ensure that essential city services are 

maintained. Preserving and prioritizing all of Burlingtonians and the city has opened an Emergency 

Response Center, not open to the public, but focused as a center of control to respond COVID19. 

The city has a senior specific plan and the city is using Work at Home model starting Monday, 

March 16th. The city is asking for people not to go to city buildings, unless they absolutely have to. 

Please call/email any inquiries because this can help prevent the spread of COVID. On the city’s 

website, burlingtonvt.gov, there are regular updates and fact sheet translated into ten different 

languages and trying to get that out. Every time I have reached out the Mayor and his staff, they 

have been really responsive. Please give me a call or email me at mtracy@burlingtonvt.gov. 

Emphasizes social distancing and staying up to date with city’s efforts.  

 

7:57 Mid- Session Senate Update – Christopher Pearson 

o Discussing COVID19 at the State House: halting mortgage foreclosures, boosting access to 

unemployment fund, what do we do for childcare workers, affordable housing, and many other 

economic issues. No one in the world is having a debate on whether or not the tests should be free. 

Unsure about legislative progress and next week we have to approve judges or they will not be able 

to sit. Looking at something for free access to primary care and this could reduce cost of emergency 

rooms. What about youth under 18? This would cost .1%. The response was that it is scary to see 

what health care costs will be during this time, so hopefully we will come back to it. Discusses 

Climate Solutions Caucasus and transportation emissions. Are there any questions about doing 

session or interfacing with legislatures over the internet? Many different parts of Vermont do not 

have complete internet access and having public access for everyone. What’s the easiest way to 

reach out? All of our senators have our emails on the legislature’s website, Facebook, twitter, and 

phone calls.   

 

8:13 Adjourn 

  

mailto:mtracy@burlingtonvt.gov

