


the vestry ….. 

Renew, restore, preserve .... make useful again. Old can be good.  

We have a little building in our town. We believe it’s the oldest public building in 

Hinesburg, and it sits front and center, right on our main street. A modest but proud 

little structure, one of many white colored building fronts that make our main street a 

good place to be. It’s a nice historic stretch of 19th century houses. Vermont is full of 

these main streets, but they’re in peril. Removing one building in a row of many is a 

little like losing a front tooth ... the “smile” starts to wane .... we need to resist this 

impulse to remove and not replace.  

Our little building is called the Vestry. A group of us acquired the structure from a local 

church that didn’t have the resources to fix it up. For much of its history the Vestry has 

been a gathering spot .... a meeting place for all ages. Often associated with a church 

or religious organization, the Vestry is not a pure historic place .... it’s a mix of building 

parts and features that have come from other structures. We’re not even certain that 

the site it now occupies was in fact its original home. It may have been moved from 

some other spot in town. 

We intervened. The Vestry had languished for twenty years or more and was close to 

demolition.  We approached the United Church of Hinesburg (the owners of the Vestry) 

about acquiring the building and utilizing the structure as a Community Center. The 

Church graciously consented to our interest and after several years, our nonprofit group 

has successfully acquired the building. We’re setting out to restore the structure to its 

former purpose as a shared meeting house for our community. A formidable task. 

We’re just getting started.  We’ll keep you informed.  



Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception …. reflections 

In 1980 I spent time with 9 students at the Barnes School (now the sustainability acad-

emy) …. The kids ranged in age from 6 to 12 and I conducted a “class” on the archi-

tecture of Burlington … freewheeling, chaotic and fun … an education for me and my 

esteem for the teaching profession rose dramatically. 

Our focus for my two weeks spent in the school, was to construe a building tour of 

structures that the kids collectively admired or thought highly of … for whatever rea-

son. Together we walked about town … each child picked a building that they ad-

mired and then wrote a brief description accompanied by a drawing of “their” building. 

In the end we collected their stories and drawings and “published” a work we called “A 

Kid’s Tour of Beautiful Burlington Buildings”. A good little tour and fun for all …. A 

little education for kids and architect alike. 

One kid in the group was a fourth grader named Joey.  Joey’s building was the Cathe-

dral of the Immaculate Conception. Joey’s “analysis” explained the merits of the design 

and his primary focus was on the building’s fit with the setting …. He pointed out that 

the glazed brick and copper roof were a lot like the trees and grass that surrounded it 

…. He thought that the building was a part of nature and that it perfectly copied the 

natural aspects of its open surroundings. Two courses of green glazed brick mimicked 

the grass on the ground …. Then a wide band of brown glazed brick were like the dark 

toned surrounding tree trunks.  The upper glazed brick, and ultimately the copper roof 

would be like the bushy upper part of a tree. At age 10, Joey had seen the merits of 

this fine work and interpreted the building perfectly.  



I was in awe.  

And then, just to cap it all off …. Joey produced a drawing utilizing similar principles in 

what he called “Joey’s Perfect House” (see below) This kid had it together.  

I should go back to architecture school I thought. 

Both the Cathedral and our Vestry are endangered, seeking new use and purpose. That 

quest is ongoing. 

So be kind … to others and to our elder structures. These encompass and describe our 

past and there is great value in the continued use of our architectural heritage. Make 

these structures useful again …. old, can be good.   

Best to you for 2023. 

Rolf 


