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2015 Housing Action Plan
• Expand municipal resources to support new low- and moderate-

income housing creation, assist those ineligible for subsidy

• Consider land use reforms to address regulatory barriers and 
disincentives to housing production

• Pursue strategies for housing college students, improving quality of 
life and housing cost in historic neighborhoods

• Identify new approaches to homelessness in our community

• Provide appropriate housing options for an aging population



In June, the Mayor and City team hosted the BTV Housing 
Summit to kick off the public conversation.



In September, reviewed policy reform 
proposals based on the summit:

• Energy efficiency in rental housing
• Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)
• Short-term rentals
• Parking minimums
• Housing Trust Fund



2019 Housing Summit Reforms
• Updating standards for energy efficiency in rental housing

• Making it easier to build Accessory Dwelling Units

• Implementing regulations for short-term rentals

• Reforming requirements for building new parking

• Restoring  and strengthening the level of funding for the Housing Trust Fund

• Based on summit feedback, CEDO & Dept. of Permitting & Inspections are 
researching and will be offering recommendations on tenant protections 



Council approved a resolution to advance this work
This resolution directs a number of Committees to review, discuss, and make recommendations on each 
of these proposals over the next several months.

• Joint Committee of the Planning Commission & City Council Ordinance Committee to discuss zoning 
and housing code amendments associated with the short-term rental, ADU, and parking proposals.

• City Council Ordinance Committee to discuss housing code amendments associated with the energy 
efficiency proposal. 

• Charter Change Committee to discuss proposed charter change language to put before voters 
regarding the Housing Trust Fund proposal. 

• CEDO & Dept. of Permitting & Inspections will offer a review of Burlington’s tenant protections, and a 
series of recommendations in October for consideration by the Council Community Development & 
Neighborhood Revitalization Committee. 

For updates throughout, see www.burlingtonvt.gov/btv-housing-policy
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Internal Conversion

http://www.startribune.com/right-to-build-accessory-dwelling-heads-to-minneapolis-council/282303781/

Accessory Dwelling Units

http://www.startribune.com/right-to-build-accessory-dwelling-heads-to-minneapolis-council/282303781/


Rental Income and 
Affordable Housing Living Space Aging in Place

Source: https://hammerandhand.com/

Accessory Dwelling Units



Directed by the Housing Action Plan, and approved 
by Council’s CDNR in 2019, the report: 

• Reviewed benefits, impacts, and best practices 
for ADU’s nationally

• Analyzed ADU development in Burlington 
(location & type of ADU’s built, owner survey 
results)

• Made recommendations for regulatory and 
non-regulatory approaches to encourage ADU’s

Review of ADU’s in BTV 2018

Find the report online at  www.burlingtonvt.gov/cedo/adu

https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/cedo/adu


What We Heard
• Reconsider approaches to lot coverage, 

ADU size, and parking requirements

• Make permitting for ADU’s simpler

• Encourage ADU’s that offer affordable 
housing options, discourage use 
exclusively for Short Term Rentals

Housing Summit 2019



• ADU’s allowed in conjunction with single-family home in all zoning districts

• Streamline permitting: creating an ADU not a primary reason for a project to go 
to DRB; only if other requirements triggered

• No parking space required for an ADU

• ADU size: 30% of gross floor area of primary home and ADU, or 800 sq.ft., 
whichever is greater

• Up to 50% of ADU footprint, or 400 sq.ft., exempt from lot coverage limit if 
existing lot coverage was legally created, and stormwater impacts are mitigated

Proposed Policy Reform Framework



• In partnership with Homeshare Vermont, CEDO working on an ADU 
technical assistance pilot program funded by State Housing Bond 

Offers insights to real site conditions, barriers, opportunities from reforms

• ADU FAQ’s on CEDO, P&Z and partners’ websites; CEDO working to 
develop an ADU “how-to” resource guide 

• Partners providing access to national resources, and local education/ 
resources to members (Homeshare, AARP, BBA)

Non-Regulatory Initiatives



Questions



Proposed
Zoning Amendments



BTV Homeowner Case Study
Owner would like to replace an existing 
detached structure with a detached ADU. 

Limitations:



BTV Homeowner Case Study
Owner would like to replace an existing 
detached structure with a detached ADU. 

Limitations:
• Small lot and small home 

= max 415 sq.ft. ADU replacing existing non-
conforming lot coverage



BTV Homeowner Case Study
Owner would like to replace an existing 
detached structure with a detached ADU. 

Limitations:
• Small lot and small home 

• Parking requirement would mandate 
significant addition of impervious surface 
due to lot layout, but 

• Lot coverage limit and parking design 
standards may preclude those 
improvements



Basics of Current Parking Standards
In residential districts, the Burlington 
Comprehensive Development Ordinance 
presently requires:

• 2 parking spaces for primary single-
family home, plus 1 space for the ADU

• No more than 2 cars in a tandem 
arrangement

• Min parking space requirement is 9’ x 20’
• Maximum waiver for residential parking 

requirement is 50%, upon approval of a 
Parking Management Plan 

Tandem
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Stacked



ADU vs. Short-Term Rental
Under these proposals, short-term rentals are required to meet higher standards:

ADU Short Term Rental (STR)

Permitted or 
Conditional Use

Permitted on single-family home 
lots in all districts

Bedrooms permitted, but whole-unit 
rentals Conditional Use in residential & 

institutional zones

Number Allowed
One ADU within or on a lot with a 

single-family home
Only one STR for lots with up to 3 units, 

including ADUs 

Owner Occupancy
Required of either primary home or 

ADU
Host required to live on site

Parking None required
1 parking space per room or unit 

rented, in addition to requirements for 
primary dwelling unit

Lot Coverage
Proposed waiver of up to 50% of 

footprint
Required to meet underlying 

requirements


