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2019 Housing Summit Reforms
• Updating standards for energy efficiency in rental housing

• Restoring the level of funding for the City’s Housing Trust Fund

• Making it easier to build Accessory Dwelling Units

• Implementing regulations for short-term rental

• Reforming requirements for building new parking



We heard a lot about the opportunity to make an impact on the “split incentive paradigm” 
by linking weatherization improvements to the Minimum Housing code.

Proposed Policy Reform:
• Require Time of Sale energy efficiency improvements to occur more routinely, as part of minimum 

housing code inspections

• Apply to dwelling units where tenant is responsible for paying space heating costs, and if rental 
building uses more than 50,000 BTU’s per square foot of energy

• Leverage existing infrastructure to accelerate weatherization, without creating a brand new City 
process:
• Minimum rental housing code inspection & enforcement system
• Minimum Rental Housing Energy Efficiency Standards Ordinance (TOS)

Energy Efficiency in Rental Housing



Housing Trust Fund

We’ve heard near-unanimous support for 
increasing level of funding, and strong 
support for increasing the rate to 1 penny or 
more with a tie to inflation. 

Proposed Policy Reform:

• Restore Housing Trust Fund to 1 penny/$100 
assessed value (consistent with pre-2006 
levels)

• Reconsider the limitation that the Fund be 
revenue-neutral if/when reappraisals occur

Restoring dedicated tax to 1 penny could 
increase dedicated HTF annual contribution 

from $200,384  to  $371,081



We’ve heard significant interest in making ADU’s easier to build, and specific feedback on 
the limitations of current zoning rules.

Proposed Policy Reform:
• ADU’s allowed in conjunction with single-family home in all zoning districts

• Streamline permitting; creating an ADU not a primary reason for a project to go to DRB, but only if other 
requirements triggered

• No parking space required for an ADU, and allow stacked parking for ADUs

• Alternative max ADU size: 30% of principal home, or 800 sq.ft., whichever is greater

• Up to 650 sq.ft. of lot area exempt from lot coverage limit if stormwater impacts are mitigated

Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU’s)



Proposed Policy Reform:

• For Rooms: Permitted use in most cases, 
by revising “bed & breakfast” definition to 
recognize this rental type, and applying 
B&B standards

• For Whole Units: Conditional Use 
(establish as a new special use type), 
limit number in a bldg based on total # of 
units in bldg, 1 parking space per rental 
city-wide

Short Term Rentals

Other Regulatory Considerations:

• Whole Unit rental triggers housing 
replacement if converting an existing unit 

• Allow tenants as hosts, with 
owner/association permission

• All units required to register as a business 
(pay applicable taxes), and register as a 
rental* (apply minimum housing standards)    
*in most cases

We’ve have heard a lot of very different opinions; key is to find balance between a legal pathway 
for these rentals, while limiting the burden on the city’s housing stock.



We’ve heard support for better accommodating the variability of 
parking demand by location, as well as strong interest in funding 
alternative modes of transportation.

Proposed Policy Reform: 
• No longer mandate a minimum number of new parking spaces for 

development in Downtown, Neighborhood Activity Centers, and along 
major thoroughfares, and for permanently affordable housing, 
rehabilitation of listed historic buildings, and ADU’s

• Lower the maximum number of parking spaces permitted & modernize 
standards for size and layout of parking spaces

• Incorporate Transportation Demand Management requirements for 
projects in new parking district over a specified size 

• Modernize the Traffic Impact Fee as a more comprehensive parking & 
transportation impact fee

Minimum Parking Requirements



Next Steps

A number of Committees have been meeting to review, discuss, and make recommendations on each of 
these proposals over the last several months.

• Joint Committee of the Planning Commission & City Council Ordinance Committee working on zoning 
and housing code amendments associated with the short-term rental, ADU, and parking proposals.
• ADU Reforms have been referred back to Council for discussion & potential action

• City Council Ordinance Committee to discuss housing code amendments associated with the energy 
efficiency proposal. 

• Charter Change Committee has recommended, and Council approved, charter change language to put 
before voters in March 2020 regarding the Housing Trust Fund proposal. 

• Community Development & Neighborhood Revitalization Committee to review a CEDO report on 
Burlington’s tenant protections, and a series of recommendations for strengthening.

For updates, see www.burlingtonvt.gov/btv-housing-policy




