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MINUTES FOR REGULAR MEETING OF 

BURLINGTON BOARD OF HEALTH 

DPW Building – 645 Pine St.
Thursday, July 14th, 2016 at 6:30 PM
Attending:  Mary D. Hart, RN, Caroline Tassey, APRN, David Casey, RN, Austin Sumner, MD, MPH, Patrick Maury, Board Staff
Absent:  William Ward, Health Officer, Julie Hathaway, MD, PH (phoned in for portion of meeting)
Meeting called to order by David at 6:30 PM
	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	1. Approval of Agenda and Minutes of Prior Meeting
	
	Mary made a motion to approve the agenda as is.  Caroline seconded.  All in favor.
Austin made a motion to approve the June minutes as is.  Caroline seconded.  All in favor.


	2. Public Forum/Emerging Issues
	Austin expressed interest in inviting gubernatorial candidates to attend a future meeting.  The forum would be on issues concerning public health. 

	

	3. Chair’s report 

	Written report is attached to the Board of Health website.

	

	4. Discussion of action items
· Substance Abuse
· Environmental Health

· Housing
	Caroline suggested that part of the Board’s role should be to research alternative models of responses to drug crises (e.g. Vancouver, Portugal).  
The Board’s action items will be based on the suggestions made by Chief Del Pozo at the March Meeting.

1. Be a resource to vet policies and lend legitimacy to plans.

2. Acknowledge that over-prescription of opiates is part of the problem and promote increased transparency in prescribing practices.  

3. Advocate for more medical practitioners to get into the business of treating opioid addiction.

Austin said that analyzing the existing data should be the Board’s first step.  Austin will analyze existing public data from VPMS and report back to the Board in September.
The Board discussed recent beach closures due to blue-green algae and E.coli.  Austin said that Parks and Recreation should make beach closure notices more widely available.  David agreed and he will write a letter to Parks and Recreation calling for better signage and communication on beach closures.
No discussion on housing this month.


	

	4. Continued discussion on Public Outreach / Education

	Julie and Mary will write an article for the North Avenue News on “Who is the Board of Health?”  The article will be reviewed by the Chair and Town Health Officer.  
	

	5. Next Meeting – September 8, 2016 – Department of Public Works

	
	Austin made a motion to cancel the August meeting. Mary seconded.  All in favor.

	6. Adjournment


	
	Mary made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Austin seconded.  All in favor.



