
The stated purposes of DOC-funded housing and services are to: 
• Promote housing stability of individuals returning to the community from incarceration  

• Supervise and support individuals in the least restrictive environment  

• Provide opportunities for reintegration and connections to community and services 
 

As part of the Justice Reinvestment Act (JRI) process, DOC re-evaluated the way our housing 
investments were allocated. According to the research of the Council of State Government’s 
(CSG) work on JRI in Vermont, we are challenged with a high rate of recidivism as well as racial 
disparities in our criminal justice system. An excerpt from a CSG publication reads, “Like other 
states, each year Vermont grapples with high rates of people being removed from community 
supervision and sent to prison. Nearly 80 percent of all prison admissions in Vermont were for 
violations of terms of furlough, probation, or parole supervision from 2017 to 2019. The majority 
of people who returned to prison for violating the terms of their furlough release did so due to 
technical violations, which frequently consist of minor offenses, such as a lack of housing, failed 
drug tests, or missed appointments and curfews.”  
Explainer: The Significance of Vermont’s Justice Reinvestment Legislation (CSG, July 2020: 
https://csgjusticecenter.org/2020/07/16/explainer-the-significance-of-vermonts-justice-reinvestment-legislation/. 
 

The Community and Restorative Justice Unit spent the summer of 2020 creating a Theory of 
Change for our transitional housing investments, with assistance from experts in the Agency of 
Human Services Secretary’s Office. The Theory and more details about DOC housing can be 
found on our website: Theory of Change.pdf (vermont.gov). In the fall of 2020, we presented 
and vetted the Theory with DOC and AHS leadership; and shared it with current community 
providers for input. The Theory of Change summarizes the belief of the Department that 
successful re-entry programs require supportive housing that is trauma-informed, provides a 
range of services, and is focused on restorative justice.   
 
Here is a VT Digger article from July that summarizes DOC’s new approach to re-entry housing.  
Corrections department to fund 15 agencies for ‘scattered’ and congregate housing - VTDigger 
 
And I believe this is the Tom Dalton commentary you were referencing: 
Tom Dalton: It’s time to reimagine sober housing in Vermont - VTDigger 
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