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To: The Burlington Board of Health 

From: Bill Ward/Health Officer
Date: September 24, 2015
Subject: Code Enforcement update from the Health Officer for August/Sept 2015
Operations
· No new units were posted as unfit for human habitation since our last meeting.

Key projects for August and September
· Quality of life issues are the priority at this time with noise reduction efforts taking the most time.   

· Landlords with three or more calls for service are receiving letters from Code Enforcement to notify them their property is on a list of suspected nuisance properties.  The letter asks for documentation from property owners of the remedial action they are taking upon receipt of notice in the effort to reduce repeated noise complaints.

· Phone calls were made prior to Labor Day weekend from a city leadership team.  Landlords who had a noise complaint the previous weekend were called and informed of the noise disturbance caused by their tenants and the actions taken by the police officers who responded.  Property owners were encouraged by the city leaders to visit their tenants to discuss the noise complaint, reinforce the message about the expectation that neighbors act respectfully and to inform the tenants of the remedial action the landlord would take if there were future incidents.  I participated in the calls with the leadership team that included the Mayor, Council President Jane Knodell, Councilor Karen Paul, Councilor Selene Colburn, Deputy Police Chief Jan Wright, and Lieutenant Matt Sullivan. 
· The odor complaint from the Pine Street Zero gravity complaint continued.  Citizens in the area have reported strong odors that were reportedly causing some residents to become ill.   During my investigative visits I have not detected an odor that strong.  I have interviewed several neighbors and have the full cooperation of the brewery staff to notify me when they are brewing and when they detect any odors.   I have interviewed various employees who work just north of the brewery.  They have confirmed an odor present at times, but none of the adjacent businesses reported a sickening smell.   The investigation is continuing while the brewery works on mitigation of the suspected odor.  Two avenues of mitigation being considered involve the smoke stack associated with the brewing.  One solution involves engineering neutralization to the odor in the stack, while the second involves a zoning permit to extend the stack higher if needed.   I will update the Board of Health as the process develops.

· Rabies  - We received one new notifications from the Vermont Department of Health about positive Rabies tests since the last BOH meeting.  They confirmed the result in a raccoon on woods street Burlington that was picked up by the Burlington Police Department 

BOH Budget





 
Budgeted 

Expended      Encumbered 
Available 

Board of Health Budget YTD
         $5,750.00 .00                    226.99           0                    $5,523.01 
o
A graph showing the police noise calls for service tracked in a three year quality of life evaluation is included below.  The information below shows the number of noise complaints received for the lease year June 1 to September 20, 2015 with comparisons to last year for the same period and a prior three year average.
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Information available in alternative media forms for people with disabilities.  

For disability access information call (802) 863-0450 TTY.

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Information available in alternative media forms for people with disabilities.  

For disability access information call (802) 865-7121 or (802) 863-0450 TTY.

An Equal Opportunity Employer


