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Honorable Miro Weinberger, Mayor

Brian Pine, CEDO Director

Megan Tuttle, Planning Director

William Ward, Director of Permitting & Inspections

Dorreen Kraft, Executive Director, City Arts

City of Burlington, 149 Church St., Burlington, VT 05401

Dear Miro, Brian, Megan, Bill, and Doreen,

Goethe Community Trust, which operates the nonprofit Champlain Club in Burlington, is applying to the

Vermont Housing Conservation Board for funding for an historic preservation / local conservation project.

Our plan is to restore the building’s exterior, become energy efficient, and make the building ADA

accessible.

As a community center, performing arts, and dance space in the Old North End, we are fulfilling and

expanding a 131 year-old tradition that began in 1891 with the German immigrant community and a

national German-American cultural organization. Originally named Goethe Lodge #592, the building was

constructed in 1896 as a social and benevolent club.

In November 2021, the Board transitioned the organization from a social club to a 501(c)(3) nonprofit

organization, open to all. Our mission: A vibrant home to share, learn, and connect through the arts,

dance, music and other events. With low hourly rental rates, we are an affordable arts and community

space. Our 1800 square foot dance floor is one of only a few in the area. It was beautifully restored by

volunteers in 2021.

We are excited about restoring and preserving this amazing old building, ensuring it will be here to serve

the community for another 100 years!

Best regards,

Charlene Wallace

Board Member & Fundraising Chair

fundraising@champlainclub.org

John Antram

President, Board of Directors

president@champlainclub.org
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Board members contemplating the future of this beautiful old building
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