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MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  The Design Advisory Board 

From:  Mary O’Neil, AICP, Principal Planner 

RE:  ZP19-0570CA; 111 Church Street 

Date:  February 26, 2019

 
 

File: 19-0570CA 

Location: 111 Church Street 

Zone: FD6   Ward: 3C 

Parking District:  Downtown 

Date application accepted:  February 5, 2019 

Applicant/ Owner: Matthew Parker / Robert Fuller 

Request:  Change storefront by adding barn-boards, altering windows. 

The application follows a Code Enforcement action for alteration of storefront without permits. 

Background: 

 Certificate of Public Good; Solar array for roof.  March 2010. 

 Zoning Permit 04-612; Sign permit for Danforth Pewters.  June 2004. 

 Zoning Permit 04-434; Remodel store front. (DRB review). May 2004. 

 Non-Applicability of Zoning Permit Requirements 04-409; Interior upgrade. March 

2004. 

 Zoning Permit 92-435; Replace black Carrara glass along base of front of existing 

photographic/retail shop with high gloss steel panels of the same size.  Grates to remain. 

June 1992.  

 Zoning Permit 87-686; install wood sign.  February 1988. 

 Zoning Permit 87-227; erect projecting sign affixed to canopy.  Mary 1987. 

 Zoning Permit n.n.; convert second floor Camera Shop into a Photographic studio.  

Modify existing sign.  April 1977. 

 Zoning Permit n.n.; erect a sign flat against the building for 2nd floor Callahan Studio.  

May 1977. 

 Zoning Permit n.n.; alter and remodel the College Street front of the building.  Convert 

the use and occupancy to a laundry and dry cleaning store pick up service.  June 1976. 

Overview:   

http://www.burlingtonvt.gov/pz
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111 Church Street is within the Church Street Historic District (listed 2008), and a part of what 

was originally known as the Sherman’s Block/the Abraham Building. Constructed as a Federal 

style stepped parapet building, the storefront at 111 Church Street was the first to display the 

newly interpreted Art Deco upper façade in 1933, designed by architect Louis Newton.  (This 

follows the Exposition internationale des arts décoratifs et industriels modernes in Paris, 1925.)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Exhibition_of_Modern_Decorative_and_Industrial_

Arts 

A second remodeling, also by Newton followed in 1946 and included the installation of 

enameled panels on the facades. 

The National Register nomination (2008) articulated: 

”unfortunately the storefront was recently altered with some Colonial Revival detailing 

incongruous with the style of the rest of the building.  The former shopfront consisted of 

aluminum framed storefront windows surrounding a central recessed entry with a fully glazed 

modern steel door.  A dado course under the storefront windows contained polished black 

Carrara glass and Art Deco grilles dating to 1933.  Narrow vertical band of black Carrara glass 

were located on both sides of the storefront windows.  The recent storefront renovation respects 

the historic arrangement of windows and recessed central entry, but the histori fabric has been 

lost, replaced with metal windows and transoms, green aluminum paneling and a steel door.” 

 

As the Design Advisory Board (and Development Review Board) contributed to the 2004 façade 

renovation, the project remains before the DAB today.  See attached staff report and decision from 

2004. 

 

Article 6 does not apply in the Form Districts.  The project shall be reviewed under Section 5.4.8 

(Historic Buildings and Sites) only. 

 

Sec. 5.4.8 Historic Buildings and Sites  

 

(a) Applicability:  

These regulations shall apply to all buildings and sites in the city that are listed, or eligible 

for listing, on the State or National Register of Historic Places.  

111 Church Street is on the National Register of Historic Places within the Church Street 

Historic District.  See attached narrative. 

(b) Standards and Guidelines:  

The following development standards, following the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

the Treatment of Historic Properties, shall be used in the review of all applications involving 

historic buildings and sites subject to the provisions of this section and the requirements for 

Design Review in Art 3, Part 4. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards are basic principles 

created to help preserve the distinctive character of a historic building and its site. They are a 

series of concepts about maintaining, repairing and replacing historic features, as well as 

designing new additions or making alterations. These Standards are intended to be applied in 

a reasonable manner, taking into consideration economic and technical feasibility.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Exhibition_of_Modern_Decorative_and_Industrial_Arts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Exhibition_of_Modern_Decorative_and_Industrial_Arts
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1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal 

change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.  

The property is used for retail purposes, consistent with original and intermittent use. 

 

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of 

distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 

characterize a property will be avoided.  

The 2008 National Register nomination acknowledges the removal of the 1933 Carrara glass 

dado panels in the 2004 storefront renovation, and replacement with metal panels.  The only 

tangible remnant from the 1933 Art Deco installation were the small grilles, which have been 

removed in this barnboard installation. 

 

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes 

that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or 

elements from other historic properties, will not be undertaken.  

The barnboard panels are a modern country aesthetic that have no historic reference to this 

property.  

 

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be 

retained and preserved.  

The 1933 Art Deco installation, a change that has been recognized as significant and notable, 

was largely altered in the 2004 storefront remodel.  The only remnant were the polished 

grilles, which have been removed.  

 

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 

craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.  

The grilles have been removed, but have no relationship to the current storefront 

interpretation. 

 

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 

deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old 

in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials recognizing that new technologies 

may provide an appropriate alternative in order to adapt to ever changing conditions and 

provide for an efficient contemporary use. Replacement of missing features will be 

substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.  

As noted, the only remnant of the 1933 Art Deco installation have been removed to install 

barnboard panels and a burnished metal header. The work was done without appropriate 

permits and review, and the applicant is seeking after-the-fact approval of the work. 

 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means 

possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.  

Not applicable. 
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8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be 

disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.  

No archaeological resources have been identified at this location.  Not applicable. 

 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 

materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work 

shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, 

features, size, scale, and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and 

its environment.  

See above. 

 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner 

that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 

environment would be unimpaired.  

The barnboard may be removed in the future, but the 1933 black Carrara dado exterior has 

been removed and replaced with metal panels in 1992.  The smaller, muntined windows were 

installed in 2004 (although the muntins have been removed in this remodel.)   The only 

remnant of the 1933 installation were the metal Deco grilles, which are now removed.  The 

storefront itself has now been entirely replaced, retaining no historic merit. 

 

 


