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Conservation Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday, December 2, 2019 – 5:30 pm 

Planning & Zoning Conference Room – City Hall Lower Level 
149 Church Street 

 
Attendance   

 Board Members: Zoe Richards (ZR), Ryan Crehan (RC), Hannah Brislin (HB), Miles Waite (MW), 
Rebecca Roman (RR), Stephanie Young (SY), Don Meals (DM) 

 Absent: Matt Moore (MM), 

 Public: Joel Banner Baird, Patricia Cellan (Nash Place), Dave Cawley (Nash Place),  Paul Bierman  

 Staff: Scott Gustin (Permitting & Inspections), Dan Cahill, Alicia Daniel (Parks & Rec), Tim Devlin 
(Attorneys’ Office) 
 

MW, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:37 p.m.  

 

Minutes 
Meeting minutes of October 7, 2019 
  
A MOTION was made by SY and SECONDED by RR to accept the October 7 minutes as written. 
 
Vote: 5-0-1, motion carried (HB not yet present).   
 

Board Comment 
DM mentioned the VT ANR series of presentations for natural resource planning.  He’ll send SG a link.  
He also mentioned some green infrastructure research being done at UVM.  Stephanie Hurley 
(researcher) is willing to attend and present at an upcoming BCB meeting.  Board members expressed 
interest.   
 
SG mentioned that next meetings will be at 645 Pine Street.  The zoning division has now moved there.   
 

Public Comment  
None. 
 

Open Space Subcommittee 
SG provided a synopsis. The subcommittee will put together a document reflecting the major themes 
discussed thus far for circulation and fleshing it out further.  It will be a menu of what we want, how to get 
there, and responsibilities for achieving it.  ZR mentioned the need to articulate action items as per the 
Comprehensive Plan.  Dan Cahill mentioned the significance of the Wildways effort and how that’s 
strengthened working relationships.  SG, we need to figure out what we want.  We’ll involve Megan Tuttle 
in determining the best way to get there.  MW, we need a plan that we can clearly compare projects to in 
determining whether they are compliant or not.   
 

Update & Discussion  
1. Riverside Avenue landslide presentation and code enforcement discussion 

 
Professor Paul Bierman presented a slide show of historical and present images pertaining to the 
slope below Riverside Avenue.   
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Follow up discussion ensued.  There was mention of Seattle’s steep slope standards as a good 
model for Burlington to consider.  Burlington should consider enacting standards for filling and tree 
cutting on steep slopes.  Professor Bierman suggested getting vegetative cover on the recently 
failed slope as soon as possible.   
 
MW to Prof. Bierman, how could the city have improved its response?  Prof. Bierman, education 
as to slope instability.  Also, an ordinance as to building on steep slopes predicated on 
geotechnical analysis would be helpful.   
 
Dave Cawley, we need to look at the buildings that are in place now.   
 
MW, the Conservation Board can push for, and assist with, development of a steep slopes 
ordinance.   
 
Prof. Bierman noted that Riverside Ave is a state highway.  VTrans may be able to bring 
resources to the table.   
 
MW, a memo from the Board articulating future actions should result from this meeting.   

 
2. 2020 Meeting schedules for Conservation Board and Open Space Subcommittee 

 
A MOTION was made by DM and SECONDED by HB: 
 
Accept the draft schedules as presented. 
 
Vote: 7-0-0 

 

Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 7:15 PM. 


