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Conservation Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday, April 1, 2019 – 5:30 pm 

Planning & Zoning Conference Room – City Hall Lower Level 
149 Church Street 

 
Attendance   

 Board Members: Zoe Richards (ZR), Jeff Severson (JS), Don Meals (DM), Matt Moore (MM), Miles 
Waite (MW) 

 Absent: Stephanie Young (SY), Ellen Kujawa (EK), Ryan Crehan (RC) 

 Public: Dave & Jennifer Farrington, Andres Torizzo (270 Shelburne Street) UVM students 

 Staff: Scott Gustin (Planning & Zoning), Cindi Wight, Jon Adams-Kolitz (Parks & Rec) 
 

MW, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m.  

 

Minutes 
Meeting minutes of February 4, 2019 
  
A MOTION was made by DM and SECONDED by MM to accept the February 4 minutes as written. 
 
Vote: 5-0-0, motion carried.   
 

Board Comment 
SG noted the very recent adoption of the updated Plan BTV Municipal Development Plan by the City 
Council.   
 

Public Comment 
None. 
 

Project Review 

1. 19-0695CA; 8 College Street (RCO/RL-W, 5S) City of Burlington 
Phase 3a of waterfront bike path reconstruction.   
 
Jon Adams-Kolitz appeared on behalf of the application.   
 
SG provided project background: Just phase 3A, and of 3A just on parcels (not ROW) and south of 
Roundhouse Point.  Jon Adams-Kolitz overviewed the project.  He said that phase 3b will be permitted 
separately in the future.  Much of the work will be a grind and overlay with new surfacing and gravel 
shoulders.  Some full-depth reconstruction will be done along a portion in order to comply with ADA grade 
requirements.   
 
(MM appeared at 5:49 PM.) 
 
Mr. Adams-Kolitz overviewed project details by section.  The barge canal section is about 1,000’ long.  
Project design is for full width.  Presently, it’s a pinch point – a narrow section of path.   
 
ZR, how will the extra width be achieved?  Mr. Adams-Kolitz, we’ll expand westward.  The present block 
wall will be replaced with revetment (armored slope).  Encroachment into the lake is about 14,000 sf.   



Conservation Board Minutes 

April 1, 2019 - pg. 2 

   

 
Near DPW/Wastewater, there is a desire line that cuts through the pine trees.  The path will be realigned 
to follow this line and will be pulled back from the lake’s edge.  He said that 57 new trees will be planted.  
Trees to be cleared are not yet tallied.  It will be less than occurred during phase 2 of the bike path 
reconstruction.  He noted consideration given to the emerald ash borer.  The ash trees in this area will be 
removed and replaced with different species.  He noted the proposed pause place.  It will be more heavily 
landscaped than what is there now.  A bit further north, the low point of the path that floods first in the 
spring will be regraded and raised somewhat.  The barge canal stretch will not be done until low water in 
the fall.  There are some rare plant species in this area.  Parks & Rec is looking to mitigate impacts on 
these plants.   
 
ZR asked about routing by the wastewater plant.  Mr. Adams-Kolitz said that the route would remain 
unchanged.   
 
MM asked if this will be DRB or administrative review. SG said likely DRB review.   
 
JS said he’s pleased to know the rare plants are being addressed even if not required by law.  He noted a 
similar situation further north along the bike path where rare plants were pointed out but mitigation did not 
end up in the construction contract.   
 
MW, is there a need for an easement by Russ Scully’s property?  Mr. Adams-Kolitz said that phase 3A 
does not extend by Mr. Scully’s property.   
 
MW, regarding the barge canal section, is there a technical memo as to the concurrence of all parties for 
the proposed work?  Mr. Adams-Kolitz, we are working with all of the parties.  MW recommended getting 
concurrence in writing.  Mr. Adams-Kolitz said there are meeting notes, but not a written approval.   
 
MM asked for clarity of what’s being reviewed.  SG said the section south of Roundhouse Point south past 
the barge canal.   
 
MW asked about the bridge over the barge canal outlet.  Mr. Adams-Kolitz said some repairs will be 
made, but the bridge will not be replaced.   
 
A MOTION was made by JS and SECONDED by DM: 
 
Recommend approval of the project as designed. 
 
Vote: 5-0-0, motion carried.   
 

2. 19-0674CA; 270 Shelburne Street (RL, 6S) David & Jennifer Farrington 
Demolish and replace detached garage.  Construct addition to single family home.  Work within wetland 
and riparian buffers.   
 
David and Jennifer Farrington and Andres Torizzo appeared on behalf of the application.   
 
SG noted that this is an administrative zoning permit application.  Wetland and riparian buffers are 
impacted.  As a result, Conservation Board review is triggered. 
 
Dave Farrington overviewed the project.  No tree clearing is proposed.  The site plan depicts the 100’ 
wetland buffer zone.  The reconstructed garage is pulled forward a bit to limit impacts to the buffer zones.  
Mr. Farrington referred to the stormwater management plan and EPSC plan put together by Andres 
Torizzo.   
 
DM said he’d like to commend those involved in recognizing the 100’ buffer zone (as opposed to 50’).  JS 
said he’s pleased to see the proposed infiltration chambers.   
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JS asked if there’s any plans to subdivide anything off.  Mr. Farrington replied no.   
 
ZR sees no problems with the proposal.   
 
JS said the city had been interested in access to the adjacent natural area.  Have you had contact with 
Dan Cahill?  Mr. Farrington replied, no.  He’ll consider it after this project is done.  JS said even if the 
existing garage were to be reconstructed as is, impacts would be insubstantial.  The encroachment exists 
and wouldn’t be expanded. 
 
A MOTION was made by DM and SECONDED by MM: 
 
Recommend approval as presented and support the proposed infiltration. 

 
Vote: 5-0-0, motion carried. 

 

Update & Discussion 

1. Discussion of status report regarding funded conservation projects this year 
ZR, we’ve spent significant monies from the BCLF this year.  It would be helpful to know how these 
projects are going.  She’d be curious to know how the process is going – conserving the properties 
and providing public access.   
 
Cindi Wight said the WVPD got FEMA funding to remove the buildings at the former River’s End 
Marina. She met today with the Rock Point coalition.  They did not get the accessible path grant.  She 
said that 311 North Ave stone house is under discussion.  There are some limitations as to what can 
be done with the stone house due to land and water conservation funds limitations.  The stone house 
has to forever support outdoor recreation.   
 
ZR how are discussions around the trail going?  Ms. Wight said the stormwater pipe easement was 
just executed.  We’ll be doing an MOU for Eric Farrell to build the trail.  VHCB understands that a trail 
will be installed.   
 
MW said that Dan Cahill maintains a spreadsheet of open space lands for keeping track.  He said the 
BCB should have access to that spreadsheet.  Ms. Wright said BCB could view it online.   
 
DM said that a 1-year status report is a good idea.   
 
JS said he supports the idea of having it online for public access.   
 
MW said that Parks’ conservation newsletter would be a good platform for dissemination of 
information relative to pending and recent conservation projects. 

 

2. Discussion of potential update to the city’s Open Space Protection Plan 
MW said the open space plan was updated by Amy Sheldon in 2014.   
 
ZR said that the original plan is somewhat more adventurous than the update.  With the changes to 
conservation design and the updated MDP, we have a better idea of priorities for our conservation 
lands.   
 
DM, there is a new energy focusing on open space for better or worse.   
 
JS said that the BCB decided for the 2014 update, a full rewrite was not needed.  What is your sense 
of what we should do?  ZR, reevaluate the articulated priorities.  JS, maybe this is a topic for next 
month’s Open Space Subcommittee.  This should be a point of discussion. 

 

3. Conservation Legacy Fund request – 311 North Avenue 
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Cindi Wight appeared on behalf of this item.  She noted the prior request for $178K. The present 
request is $3,200 – less than the prior request in the project budget.   

 
MM, can we make a note that if project budget varies within a certain percent, can it be corrected 
administratively? 
 
A MOTION was made by MW and SECONDED by JS: 
 
Approve the requested funding of $3,200. 
 
Vote: 5-0-0, motion carried.   

 

Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 7:05 PM. 


