Burlington Board of Health
Chair Report – September 2016

The Board of Health did not meet in August, so our last meeting was in July.  Since that time, Vermont has held primary elections for state and local seats.  During the July BOH meeting, there was a discussion regarding holding a candidates’ forum where local candidates would be invited to discuss their positions and thoughts on those public health issues facing the Burlington community.  The BOH may continue consideration of this issue during BOH meetings before the November general election.  

At our last BOH meeting, progress was made to generate a BOH strategic plan to guide our work for the next year.  Our chosen areas of focus include substance abuse, environmental health, and housing.  

In the area of substance abuse, the Board chose to examine the role providers play in the local opiate abuse problem.  To that end, members will review data from the Vermont Prescription Monitoring System to see if any trends might be identified, and/or to see if further information needs to be collected to inform best practice.  This project will involve research involving review of similar data and other systems from other states, review of research literature, as well as consideration of advice from subject experts.  Upon review of this information and data, the Board will make recommendations to State and/or local officials, and/or make specific policy recommendations.  

In the area of environmental health, the Board is in the process of identifying certain specific initiatives where it can best serve citizens of Burlington.  One short-term project that arose during July board meeting discussion was working with Burlington Parks, Recreation, and Waterfront staff to more broadly and clearly communicate summertime beach closures due to dangerous water quality conditions.  Upon further conversation with Parks, Recreation, and Waterfront staff, the Board stands ready to consult with City staff as needed.  Further work to identify specific environmental health initiatives is needed and will be the subject of future Board discussions.  

In the area of housing, the Board also needs to identify specific initiatives to address issues of housing insecurity in the Burlington.  This area of focus will require more consideration by the Board throughout the fall of 2016.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Other issues before the Board include public outreach and education, as well as board governance.  The Board of Health is in the enviable position of being the primary voice of public health in the city of Burlington.  Nevertheless, the Board does not use its voice to promote public health.  The Board is working to figure out how to bring our voice of public health to citizens within Burlington in an effective, efficient, and timely manner.  Going hand in hand with becoming a strong voice for public health, the Board of Health must, simply put, have something worthwhile to say.  Establishing strong governance procedures, such as strategic planning, utilizing governance best practices, identifying and seeking measurable results, establishing area of focus subcommittees, and embracing member accountability, and other processes will help the Board of Health become a clear and truly regarded force and, therefore, voice for public health in our city.  
