
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
645 PINE STREET 

BURLINGTON, VERMONT 05401 
COMMISSION MEETING AUGUST 24, 2022 

FINAL MINUTES 
 
Commissioners Present:   Commissioner Barr, Commissioner Damiani, Commissioner Fox, 
Commissioner Hogan (Chair), Commissioner O’Neill-Vivanco (Vice Chair), Commissioner Overby 
 
Commissioner Absent:  Commissioner Munteanu 
 
ITEM 1 – CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Director Spencer called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 
 
ITEM 2 – AGENDA 
 
 Commissioner Barr made a motion to accept the agenda 
 Commissioner O’Neill-Vivanco seconded 

Commissioner Overby wanted to pull Item F Oak – 15 Minute Parking Removal for 
discussion 
Commissioner Barr was okay with the amendment 
Commissioner O’Neill-Vivanco was okay with the amendment 
Unanimous approval 

  
ITEM 3 – ELECTION OF CHAIR, VICE CHAIR AND SECRETARY  
 
 Commissioner Barr nominated Commissioner Hogan for the position of Chair 

Commissioner Barr nominated Commissioner O’Neill-Vivanco for the position of Vice-
Chair 
Commissioner Barr’s final motion was for Commissioner Hogan as Chair, Commissioner 
O’Neill-Vivanco as Vice Chair and Valerie Ducharme as Secretary. 
Both Commissioner Hogan and Commissioner O’Neill-Vivanco accepted their 
nominations. 
Unanimous approval 

 
ITEM 4 – PUBLIC FORUM (3 minute per person time limit)  
 

Laune Essig and Karen Dawson of Lakeside came in to speak of the parking problems in 
their neighborhoods in Lakeside.  Hula charges for parking so employees are going on 
the neighborhood streets and taking up the parking spaces of the residents of Lakeside.  
They have reached out to HULA who stated they are aware of the problem and they 
suggested that the neighborhood petitions for Resident Only Parking.  They just want 
this problem fixed for the residents in the neighborhood. 



 
ITEM 5–   CONSENT AGENDA 
  

A – Approval of Draft Minutes 6-15-22 
B – Main St – Willard St No Parking Zone 
C – Lakeside Ave 1 Hour Parking 
D – South Champlain St Vehicle Loading Zone Removal 
E – Hyde Street ADA Space Removal 
F – 86 Oak St – 15 Minute Parking Removal 
G – Birchcliff Parkway Parking Removal 
H – Union Station Are Parking and Loading/Unloading Revisions 
I – Kilburn St Stop Sign Addition 
J – Lavalley Lane No Parking 
 
Commissioner Barr made a motion to accept the consent agenda 
Commissioner Damiani seconded 
Unanimous approval 
 

ITEM 5.1 – 86 Oak Street – 15 Minute Parking Removal 
 

DPW Engineer Philip Peterson stated that this parking space should have been removed 
when the space at 88 Oak Street was removed.  A loading zone has replaced the 15 
minutes space.  Vehicles are parking on the greenbelt and sidewalk, the loading zone 
was put in for restaurant pick up. 

 
Commissioner Overby was not aware that it was removed.   There should be some place 
for cars picking up their food orders.  Maybe have cut outs like at Scout and Company 
on North Avenue as the loading zone is not big enough. 

 
Commissioners discussion that there needs to be a solution for grab and go for food on 
the Intervale Avenue side of the building.  City Engineer Peterson stated that is what the 
Loading Zone parking lot and there should be clear signage for people to know where to 
park. 

  
 Commissioner Barr made a motion to accept staff’s recommendation. 
 Commissioner Damiani seconded 

Commissioner O’Neill-Vivanco “Aye”, Commissioner Overby “No”, Commissioner Fox 
“Aye”, Commissioner Damiani “Aye”, Commissioner Hogan “Aye” 
Ayes have it, passed 

 
 

ITEM 6 – Plan BTV Walk/Bike Progress 
 



Jonathan Weber from Local Motion came in and gave a presentation on the progress of 
the past five years on a 15-year bike/walk plan.   He went through several different 
aspects of the plan and the progress and some of the issues that have not been taken 
care of yet.  He also mentioned some of the maintenance issues for bikers in Burlington. 
Commissioner stated some ways to help is for clearing bike lanes and communicate 
where the priorities fall.  We should have some mobility education offered to the 
citizens. 

 
ITEM 7 – RAILYARD ENTERPRISE PROJECT 
 

This presentation was given by Senior DPW Engineer Cory Mims of Burlington Public 
Works and Greg Goyette from Santec Engineering and Engineer Olivia Darisse. 
There was a presentation that was given in which there was background information 
given on three alternatives and a no build alternative.  He explained each of the options 
and stated that the best option for this project was Alternative 1.  Hoping to go in front 
of the City Council for a vote September 18, 2022. 
 
Commissioner Overby excited to see this move forward and is in support of the 
roundabout connection. 
 
Commissioner O’Neill-Vivanco also support roundabout version and questioned access 
for businesses on Maple and Battery Street for loading and unloading and visitors.  
 
Commissioner Fox asked about the Barge Canal being a super fund site. 
 
Commissioner Barr also in facor of roundabout, have signage for bike infrastructure and 
maybe a few plantings. 
 
Commissioner Damiani asked about space for shared use path.  He was informed that 
we are looking into this. 
 
Commissioner Hogan also asked about a shared use path.  Greg informed him that there 
is a lot of truck traffic in railyard.  The railroad has strict limits on how close we can be 
near the rail tracks as this is a place where there is a lot of rock being dumped and want 
to prevent damage to vehicles. 
Commissioner Hogan in support of Alternative 1B. 
 
Commissioner Barr made a motion –The Public Works Commission supports Alternative 
1B as the anticipated preferred alternative for the Railyard Enterprise Project and 
supports staff as they seek acceptance on the anticipated preferred alternative from the 
City Council. 
 
Commissioner Damiani seconded. 
Unanimous Approval 



 
ITEM 8 – DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Director Spencer stated that there will be an upcoming Waste Water building tour.  
Would like to hold a future meeting at the Waste Water facility 

 We talked about the Railyard project 
 Shelburne Street roundabout is ahead of schedule 
 We have had a good construction season. 
 
ITEM 9  – COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATION  
 

Commissioner Overby  received a call from a resident in Burlington asking about the 
timing of the painting  of the stop lines and crosswalks on Mansfield Avenue considering 
that school will be starting soon. 
Director Spencer advised we are advancing towards completion of the project. 
 
Commissioner O’Neill-Vivanco welcomed Commissioner Damiani and Fox.   
South Prospect and Maple Street and Cliff Street there are no lines separating the lanes 
of traffic.  While biking cars are no zooming past me but another car will go around, so 
cars are passing cars and it makes it a really unsafe travel road for bicyclists. 
Assistant Director Baldwin stated that we are trying to manage those circumstances – 
trying to do more than in the past. 
Commissioner O’Neill-Vivanco stated we are doing a great job on University Place. 
Commissioner Damiani asked about the memos that were written by the interns in the 
Consent Agenda. 
Assistant Director Baldwin stated we are short staffed and we hope to expand the 
interns throughout the year.  They are doing some good work.  They had some good 
experiences with the speed dada for the Champlain Parkway. 
Commissioner Barr was glad to see the plastic bollards and the shortened crosswalks on 
Chase Street.  He asked if there was something that could be put between some of them 
as small vehicles can go between the bollards and coming out on Chase Street.   
In addition, the trash and recycle containers seem to be being left in the bike lanes after 
being emptied which makes it difficult for the bikers, as they have to go out in the 
traffic.  Can we please make sure they are put back on the greenbelt? 
In addition, the contract flaggers are putting their signs in the bike lanes as well and I 
know sometimes it cannot be helped but they should try to put in green space. 
Commissioner Hogan asked about memos in more context.  Oak Street where staff 
mentioned the regulation adjustment.  It would be useful to see on a map – easier to 
pull up the information. 
Assistant Director Baldwin stated we are getting there its management software. 
Commissioner Hogan stated there are a number of challenges in our environment and 
we have received an elevated number of traffic calming.   
Thank you for the update on the water/waste water tour. 
 



 
ITEM 10 – ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT MEETING DATE – SEPTEMBER 21, 2022 
 
 Commissioner Barr made a motion for adjournment. 
 Commissioner Damiani seconded 
 Unanimous Approval 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m. 
 
  
  
  
  
 

 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
  

 


