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Burlington Joint Planning Commission
Tuesday, October 22, 2019, 6:30 P.M.

Miller Center, 130 Gosse Court, Burlington, VT

Minutes
Members Present Planning Commission: A Montroll, H Roen, B Baker, J Wallace-Brodeur, E Lee

City Councilors: S Bushor, C Mason, A Roof
Members Absent A Friend, Y Bradley
Staff Present M Tuttle, D White, S Durmick, I Jakus, S Gustin, K Sturtevant

I. Agenda

Call to Order Time: 6:33
Agenda No changes to the agenda

II. Public Forum

Name Comment Commission Action
Amy Magyar Suggested that ADU size restrictions be dependent upon

whether the structure is new or existing, and that tiny houses
be considered within ADU policy changes.

Ericka Redic Reminded the Commissioners & Councilors that any
additional costs to property owners will be passed on to
tenants (i.e. tax increases, fees, and new regulations).

III. Proposed CDO Amendment: ZA-20-03 Accessory Dwelling Units

Action: N/A- discussion only.
Motion by: NA Second by: NA Vote: NA
Type: Discussion Presented by: M Tuttle
Discussion/Notes:

 M Tuttle shared a presentation with information and recommendations responding to the
questions from the last Joint Commission meeting. Topics included: affordability of creating an
accessory dwelling unit (ADU), building and fire code requirements, maximum size limits,
parking requirements, and proposed lot coverage waiver. (Presentation is available on the
website.)

Commissioner/Councilor Comments:
 S Bushor asked if there is a way to reduce the cost of a sprinkler system in an ADU. Based on

staff from the Fire Department and Building Code agency that we use national/Vermont fire
codes applied in Burlington. Any changes to this would be the purview of the Council Ordinance
Committee. Cost depends to comply depends upon the size and layout of the unit itself; some
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options like tank-supplied sprinkler systems are more affordable than having to connect to the
main water line, but also take up more space within an ADU.

 B Baker asked if a 2nd means of egress could replace the need for a sprinkler system. D White
responded that if the front door accessing the unit is more than 50 feet from the curb (or a fire
rated access drive), it needs to have a sprinkler system.

 E Lee noted that it would be helpful to have resources to navigate these codes (e.g. a code
analysis), since it can be cost prohibitive to hire professionals to comply with these
requirements. M Tuttle responded that this can be part of an FAQ and technical guide.

 A Roof commented that he would like to see carveouts in the zoning policy language for
additional allowable ADU size to allow for a water tank in order to encourage affordability.

 A Montroll suggested that the Commission revisit the issue of size limits for accessory
residential structures at a later date due to concerns about allowable height.

 M Tuttle explained how the proposed changes to the maximum size limits of ADUs (either 30%
of the size of the home or 800 sq. ft.) will allow medium and smaller sized homes the access to
build an ADU. S Bushor expressed concern that ADUs would be too large compared with their
primary housing (e.g. 900 sq. ft. house and 800 sq. ft. ADU), and E Lee pointed out that
accessibility needs would be difficult to accommodate even within 800 sq. ft.

 C Mason observed that 2-story ADUs would open up more possibilities due to ease of
compliance with lot coverage and setbacks. E Lee pointed out that residents would probably be
less offended by a 2-story structure where half is underground. M Tuttle noted that this would
not be prohibited today or under the proposal.

 J Wallace Brodeur echoed what E Lee had said in regards to supporting an aging community
through attentiveness to adequate size and accessibility of units.

 S Bushor was concerned that the parking requirement differentiation between ADUs and short
term rentals (STRs) would not allow property owners an option to convert the use of their units.
M Tuttle responded that the parking proposals for ADUs and STRs were developed to be
complimentary to one another with the intention that there would be a higher bar to meet for
an STR.

 J Wallace-Brodeur expressed that residents should be allowed to use the driveways they have
through the Commission allowing more flexible through stacked parking. M Tuttle & D White
responded that proposing to allow stacked parking without the need for an attendant, and to
do this in addition to not requiring a space to be built on-site.

IV. Proposed CDO Amendment: ZA-20-04 Minimum Parking

Action: Topic deferred due to time
Motion by: NA Second by: NA Vote: NA
Type: NA Presented by: NA

V. Commissioner Items

Action: N/A
Motion by: NA Second by: NA Vote: NA
Type: Action Presented by: NA
Discussion/Notes:

 Next meeting is on Wednesday, October 30th at 6:30 pm in Contois Auditorium of City Hall
 Staff will send out a poll for additional meeting dates of the Joint Committee.
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VI. Communications

Action: N/A
Motion by: Second by: Vote: N/A
Type: Presented by: NA

VII. Adjourn

Adjournment Time: 8:15
Motion: J Wallace-Brodeur Second: E Lee Vote: Approved unanimously

Signed: November 12, 2019

Andy Montroll, Chair

Respectfully submitted by: S Durmick

Sidney Durmick, Planning Commission Secretary


