
Public Safety Committee

September 23, 2014
Minutes

Committee Members: Councilors David Hartnett (DH) (chair); Jane Knodell (JK); Selene Coburn (SC);
Staff/Others:   Richard Haesler (RH), CA’s Office; Deputy Chief Jan Wright (JW), BPD; Susan Leonard (SL), HR Director; Austin Sumner (AS), Burlington Board of Health; Julie Hathaway (JH), Burlington Board of Health

Public: Emilie Cloutier; Chris Chappa

7:04 p.m.- Call to Order

I. Approve Agenda and Minutes
Agenda approved on SC’s Motion
Minutes: 7/31/14 minutes approved on SC’s Motion

II. Public Forum

There were no speakers at public forum.
III. Safe Used Needle Disposal Program – Continued 
A.   Discussion and update w Susan Leonard re Department of Human Resource Issues
(SC) Working w subcommittee – we have learned that Parks has a protocol; and DPW is now prepared to start exploring development of a protocol

(SL)  You should anticipate referring proposals w recommendations to the Institutions/Policy Committee.

(DH)  There probably should be some thought given to differentiating between a Monday to Friday Normal Working Hours policy on one for nights and weekends.

(JK)  DPW.  Parks. BED.  Those are the big three.

(SC)  Also – need to give some thought to the downstream aspects – Hospital incinerates – we would prefer not to go to landfill.

(DH)  Hoping that the various departments can report back via a communication as to steps taken – may be next summer.

(SC) The committee can be thinking in terms of looking to the results with an eye to what works – some standardization maybe.

(JK)  So a request to go to the Mayor that we would like those departments to have a presence at our next meeting.  Police, Fire and Code also.

(SC)  Note – the seasonal nature of discovery of needles – spring melt.

Note:  Parks Department can serve as a model.

(AS)  If this is a hazard across Department – Are there protocols/procedures in place?  Are they in writing?  It would be great to see written protocols.

STAFF TO DRAFT LETTER TO THE MAYOR

(SL)  Might reference here that Needle Disposal Sub-committee is looking now at regional effort – county or state-wide – seems to be more effective – see other states – with an eye in that direction, the sub-committee has engaged the State Department of Health and the United Way.
(DH)  Would like to see Police and Fire protocols.

(AS)  Bring any written protocols.

  VOSHA = written policy.  HR function.  Contact Project Worksafe – Scott Meyer – 802.888.0620.

(SC)  Education and outreach re Board of Health.

(JH)  Likes the idea of a flyer.

(SC)  See-click-fix.  Right now this is Safe Recovery and Code.

(AS) Could be the domain of the Health Officer.

IV.. Multi-Modal Transportation (continued)

(SC)  Bike Accidents.

Statistics – Reports.  Police Procedure.

How does BPD work with and around bike accidents

(JW)  data from 11/11 to 9/14

107 total incidents reported.  With 14 violations issues.  7 for bikes.  7 for cars.  1 criminal C & N was issued.

68 % incidents had a reported injury.

27 % property damage.  

4 % leaving the scene.

35 % C Area (the Hill

21 % Downtown

16 % - New North End

16 % - South end

12 % - Old North End

48  % -  afternoon 12 to 6

30  % - 6 am to noon

3 % - midnite to 6

20 % - 6 pm to midnite

In response to DH query as to whether that is a sense of who is usually at fault - Fault seems evenly split

A third of all accident occurred when the bike was either on the sidewalk or in the crosswalk.  23 % involved taking a turn.

(SC)  This is great.  Can we request a heat map.

(DH)  General sense – student bikers are more likely to cut corners/ not follow rules.

(SC)  Is there training for investigating accidents

(JW)  just regular interview techniques plus follow protocol for accident reports with state form, etcetera

Note – currently no police on bikes.  There are seasonal parks officers.

(CC) Education post-ups work well for educating bikers.  Could similar effort take place to educate motor vehicle drivers.

(SC) Great idea.  Will invite Local Motion to a future meeting.

V.. OTHER BUSINESS

(SC)  Community Development and Neighborhood Revitalization – appears that Domestic Violence rate has doubled among the homeless population. Why?
(JW) Point in time survey?

(DH)  NFC – Domestic Violence – Child Abuse.  Thinking about NFL Ban Day – Will report back October for November event.
(JW)  Police Execs Training in July – Violence Against Women – Press Conference – Monday 10AM; Sou8th Burlington PD.

Next meeting – October 30th – from 6 to 7:30.  Site to be determined.

VI..  ADJOURNMENT

Meeting Adjourned at 7:40 on SC’s Motion.
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