
Needle Disposal Feasibility Working Group

A joint sub-committee of Burlington’s Board of Health and Burlington 

City Council’s Public Safety Committee

September 8, 2014
Minutes

Committee Members: City Councilor Selene Coburn (SC) (Chair); William Ward (WW), Code Enforcement Director; Julie Hathaway (JH), Board of Health; Tom Dalton (TD), Safe Recovery
Staff/Others:   Richard Haesler (RH), CA’s Office; Martha Maksym (MM), Executive Director of United Way; Heather Danis (HD), Vermont Department of Health – Burlington
8:10 a.m. - Call to Order

1. Approval of Agenda

(WW) move to approve
Agenda approved as amended on WW’s Motion
Minutes: approval of minutes – 8/8/14 and 8/22/14
8/8/14 minutes approved on WW’s Motion.

Approval of 8/22/14 minutes continued as the wrong version of the minutes were sent to the subcommittee members for review.

2. Public Forum
No statements were made
3. Bill Ward – Follow-up on out-of-state models

Update – See-Click-Fix continues to absorb all community requests – freeing up City Departments – including Code

Discussion

(SC)  Report of a Needle sticking at Stacks re waste disposal

(WW)  Now has response from all New England states – and materials 

Note – all accept properly disposed needles in the waste stream except Mass.

Discussion

4. .Bill Ward – Follow-up on Heat Map

From  9/12 to 9/14

Note – Elmwood Ave between North and Grant 

Also – Former Ethan Allen Club parking lot – this was address re regular police surveillance checks when it became known

43 total incidents documented over the time period thru See-Click-Fix

Discussion

5. Selene Coburn – Regional Coordination/Collaboration

(SC) Heather and Martha are here to see whether the entities they represent can assist in fostering regional programs, etcetera – via State or County

-is there any interest in promoting State effort?
(HD)  We certainly want to encourage needle exchange as the preferred model – versus disposal – see the linking to services – 

Certainly we struggle just to fund existing services – Burlington; St. Johnsbury; White River Jct.

(SC)  One important piece of mis-information however that we have realized and think needs reshaping is that there is no support to base a claim that found needles are from illicit drug use.  

(MM)  Great education opportunity

(HD)  Health Department perspective – there is great interest in developing programing state-wide.  However, need differ – some communities might need to develop exchange programs – others like Burlington have that and are pushing disposal programs

(SC)  I will reach out to surrounding towns

(WW) See messaging for disposal in these towns – example: some might be directing people to the fire department; others might say call 911; police still others

(TD) We serve Chittenden County technically – but we do have individuals who come to us from virtually every county in the state.

(MM) How to get other towns up and running – example: See-Click-Fix

(SC) Do we forge ahead and see ourselves as a pilot or do we think regionally right from the start.  And where is the funding?

(JH)  Is there any chance disposals can go to the State Lab?

(HD)  Can explore?

(SC) Is there an opportunity for United Way participation?

(MM)  we will want to analyze to understand the measurable for success in terms of funds for health or education outcomes

(TD)  We need to encourage medical and pharmacy to provide drop-off/disposal – Does the State of New York legislatively mandate needle take back at these facilities?

(MM)  another entity to explore – Visiting Nurse Association

Further Discussion

Including - How to facilitate conversation with other towns – thinking across borders – See the pharmacy example

Does the State have best practices for needle stick injuries?  See Health Alert Network – Need to follow up.

6. Next Steps/Other Business

.. Add School Board contact needed

.. Add CCRPC contact needed

..Solid Waste and Wastewater
..See preparing the Outline next meeting

..WW will complete outline re other state models and provide funding info

..Think Burlington Proposals and Regional Proposals

Next meeting to be set after JH and WW determine availability of Board of Health members after Thursdays Board of Health meeting.

MEETING ADJOURNED @ 9:31 a.m.
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