
Needle Disposal Feasibility Working Group

A joint sub-committee of Burlington’s Board of Health and Burlington 

City Council’s Public Safety Committee

August 22, 2014
Minutes

Committee Members: City Councilor Selene Coburn (SC) (Chair); William Ward (WW), Code Enforcement Director; Julie Hathaway (JH), Board of Health; 
Staff/Others:   Richard Haesler (RH), CA’s Office; Ron Redmond (RR), Church Street Marketplace; Rubi Simon (RS), Fletcher Free Library; Ryan Witofsky (RW), Dept. of Health;  Peter Jacobsen (PJ), Vermont Cares; 
8:08 a.m.- Call to Order

1. Approval of Agenda

(SC) Amend Agenda to move # 7 Church Street Maketplace to # 3; make all necessary adjustments to accomplish same.

Agenda approved as amended on WW’s Motion
Minutes: approval of minutes – 8/8/14.  Not yet reviewed by committee members.  Move to set over to the next meeting by (SC)
Minutes set over to next meeting by unanimous vote.
2. Public Forum
(WW) Thanks to Tom Dalton and Safe Recovery – they have responded to See-Click-Fix in a first class manner – really frees up Code.

(PJ)  Syringe Exchange has really picked up at VT Cares

3..Church Street Marketplace

(RR)  Traces History of Downtown/Marketplace and revolution of involvement in civic and social problems – similar to any City now.

-Relationships with BPD and with the Street Outreach Program (Matt Young)

-Finding that the more active a location is, the better the behaviors overall.

-Locking restrooms and regular cleaning and attendance re local business/restaurants were initiatives in the past that yielded positive results
-CPTED (Crime Prevention thru Environmental Design) – see Lighting, etcetera; private property owners working cooperatively

-The response to the needles issues recently seems reasoned and calm – “we have an understanding of this issue and we can manage.”

- Sharps containers present questions:  What is the cost?  Who will manage?  (if I can’t)

- messaging – where 85% of shopping is done by women

(SC) How is locking restrooms working?

(RR)  Helps.  But not a fix.

(SC) BTC?  What about there?

(RR) Because they are so busy – more difficult for bad conduct to take place – between security and maintenance there is regular contact.

(SC) Is there any tracking of incidents?

(RR)  No for private businesses – obviously they are disinclined to advertise the negative.  Perhaps we can encourage use of See-Click-Fix and that would show some documenting of events.

(WW)  Really education minded – to get store owners knowing of problems and what to check for.

(SC) Overall Report – Its happening – here are strategies to use.

(RR) Will file a summary.

IV.   UPDATE – Out-of-State Models.

(WW) -  Green County New York turns out to be operating on a much larger scale vis a vis a model we might replicate.
-Info from New Hampshire is still not complete.

- State of Maine also has a great website re how to dispose – like other New England states

- Look to complete and provide overall summary at next meeting

(JH) Education and outreach with findings

DISCUSSION of possible visit to Safe Recovery re Disposal Units

V.  UPDATE ON RESEARCH re REGIONAL APPROACH

(SC) Still trying to arrange schedule with Department of Health and also with United Way

-Best to antici[pate summary at next meeting

VI. OTHER BUSINESS

Next Meeting September 8 @ 8 a.m.

a)..WW to follow-up on out-of-state models

b)..WW to follow-up on Heat Map

c) SC – with Regioal Colaboration

d) Report out and Dicussion session – w Options Outcome  see e.g. Education and Outreach – with period of assessment versus (b) Disposal Site Program w How many disposal sites and where?

Note also TD would like to provide contact information 

– See Tom Dalton; email – tomd@howardcenter.org
· Also phone 802.488.6069

VII  MEETING ADJOURNED on JH Motion at 9:25.
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