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Thursday, July 17, 2014
149 Church St., Burlington, Vt.
8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 

Present: Selene Colburn (City Council, Public Safety), Tom Dalton (Safe Recovery) Julie Hathaway (Board of Health), Bill Ward (Board of Health/Code Enforcement)

1. Approve Agenda

The agenda was approved without amendments.

2.  Formal Confirmation of Chair of the Sub-Committee 

City Councilor Selene Colburn was confirmed as Chair of the working group.

3. Public Forum

No members of the public appeared to speak.

4. Review of Safe Recovery’s retrieval process 

Tom Dalton of the Howard Center’s Safe Recovery needle exchange program provided an extensive overview of the scope and activities of the program. Safe Recovery provides an opportunity for IV drug users to exchange used needles and syringes for new ones, thus reducing the potential spread of life-threatening and/or infectious disease. Program users are presented with information about treatment and service options. Safe Recovery currently handles the majority of reported used needle retrievals in Burlington, through direct calls and/or referrals from the See, Click, Fix program and the Burlington Police Department. This service is only available on weekdays, during business hours. The reported incidence of used needles found in the community is very small in comparison to the volume of needles that are being properly disposed of by users of the Safe Recovery program.

5. Future planning/next steps 

Bill Ward will seek examples of other needle disposal programs in other municipalities. Selene Colburn will reach out to Vermont Cares and the Department of Health. Julie Hathaway will contact the Chittenden Solid Waste District and reach out to Councilor Hartnett to better understand implementation of sharps disposal containers in a business setting.

6. Adjournment

Meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:50 a.m.





