


City Council Ordinance Committee
Thursday, October 9, 2014
Minutes

Attendance 
Committee: Councilors Sharon Bushor (SB), Karen Paul (KP), Chip Mason (CM) (chair)
Staff: City Attorney Eileen Blackwood (EB), Jean Poulin (JP)
Public: See list
Chair Mason convened the meeting at 5:30 pm

1. Agenda & Minutes of 9/23/14  SB moved; KP seconded.  Unanimous.

2. Public Forum No speakers
[bookmark: _GoBack]
3. BCO 21-111 through 21-115—Reproductive Health Centers—CM explained history of changes to reproductive health care buffer zone, now access ordinance.  

Committee began to go through proposed ordinance:  21-111: EB explained initial deletion and new language.  Change to first page:  delete “and interests” and change phrase “freedom of speech more than is necessary to further these interests.”  P.2 capitalize reproductive health care facilities.

Language of “harass”—CM wanted to see following added, and is happy it has been.  The committee discussed the term “recklessly.”

21-114 CM:  $800 penalty seems high. In (b) “individual” should be “individuals.”  SB asked why “intimidation” wasn’t added?  EB explained that the words chosen had been upheld by courts, and there was some concern about “intimidation.”  KP noted that we need an end to the quotation in 21-114—close quotations after imprisonment.  CM asked the city attorney about the legal basis of the ordinance.  EB said the city attorney’s office is comfortable with these changes and believes this is a strong amendment to the ordinance.

Before opening up for public comment, CM gave background on how the city got here.  His opinion is that this doesn’t go far enough, but he recognizes the limitations the Supreme Court has given.  He then opened it up to comments.

Safar:  change a “woman’s” to a “person’s” right to choose “their” own health care.  In 21-114(b) can we change the 8 hours to 12 hours to cover the actual business day and allow providers to leave before an offender can return?  Strike the phrase “or until the close of business of the facility.”  Same changes on the next page.  Not everyone leaves at the close of business.  

SB: Who is going to enforce this, and how will it be dealt with?   Safar: Business will be aware of withdrawal order, and can call police to enforce.

Krowinski:  PPNNE is open 9-7 and often has patients leaving later.  She thanked the City Attorney’s office for their work.  PPNNE’s top priority is ensuring the safety and privacy of patients.  PPNNE can work with this ordinance going forward.  If something comes up in enforcement, they will come back or report back.  

Woman (didn’t sign in):  I hope that you will consider that it’s both sides who need protection.  Her children have been with her, and they’ve had enough threats and harassment that they should have equal rights.

Second woman (didn’t sign in):  It’s hard to listen to untrue testimony from so-called clients at the last meeting.  They’re repeating their exaggerated stories over and over.  We’ve decided not to let this bother us.  We hope you’ll come to fair changes.  We’re just there to offer information, not to stop people from entering.  We’re going to keep fighting the good fight.  Agnes sends her regards.  

SB moved to amend the proposed ordinance with the following changes.  KP seconded.
· P.1:  delete “and interests” ;
· Change to phrase “freedom of speech more than is necessary to further these interests.”  
· Change a “woman’s” to a “person’s” right to choose “their” own health care.
· P.2 capitalize reproductive health care facilities.
· In 21-114(b) “individual” should be “individuals.”  
· In 21-114 add close quotations after imprisonment.
· In 21-114(b) change 8 hours to 12 hours and strike the phrase “or until the close of business of the facility.”  
· Same changes on the next page.
Unanimous.

KP moved to send the proposed amended ordinance to the council for its 10/20 meeting for second reading.  SB seconded.  Unanimous.

SB:  How is this enforced?  Individual calls police.

4. Peddlers & Solicitors

CM said this committee was interested in exploring whether there has been any discussion at Parks about opening other parks to licensed vendors.  Wants to refer this to Parks to see if they have concerns about opening up areas adjacent to parks for new or existing peddlers.  

JP noted this version is missing a few changes:  
· In 23-4 strike “moral character”.  
· In 23-6 change (d) renewals by May 15 (not 25). 
· There was a recent incident with metered spots.  Police referenced that cannot obstruct metered spots—meter bags are not for peddlers.  Jean sent an email to the committee on June 26, 2014.  Add to 23-9(a): [Jean will send language to city attorney.]

SB moved to support amendments to ordinance as described above and asked the city attorney to prepare language re: meter bags.  CM seconded.  Unanimous.

CM wants Parks to weigh in on expanding the ordinance, such as having one day a week of food trucks in City Hall Park.  

SB moved to refer the proposed amended ordinance to Parks for input on the expansion of peddlers.  KP seconded.  Unanimous.  City Attorney will forward ordinance to Jesse Bridges; CM will speak to chair of Parks.  

CM asked Jean to look at how the farmer’s market marks off who gets what space.


5. Any other business
Next meeting:  smoking and no-trespass ord. at 6:30 pm.  KP has another meeting.
KP noted there will be an ordinance coming to the committee on certificates of compliance for landlords.

6.  Adjourned: 6:35 pm
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