
 

 

Neighborhood Planning Assembly, Ward 6, 

Greek Orthodox Church, 600 So. Willard Street, Burlington, VT. 

October 4, 2018, Minutes 

 

Steering Committee Members Present: Matt Grady, Michelle Mraz, Mary Riley, Gail 

Rafferty, Charles Simpson 

Recorder: Charles Simpson 

 

Due to technical problems, no Channel 17 video recording was made of the meeting. 

 

Present: approximately 22 people 

 

!. Public Forum:  

Two Town Hall meetings were announced, one on Memorial Auditorium for Oct. 11, 

Contois Auditorium, 5:30 pm; one on the Future of Downton, Oct. 16, First 

Congregational Church, Winooski Ave., 2nd floor. 7, pm. 

  

Chittenden County Solid Waste District has composing cones available to the public. 

 

2. So. Union St. Demonstration Pop-Up Project.  

Peggy O’Neil, speaking for the Edmunds School Parent Teachers Organization, 

described the pop-up demonstration of the feasibility of adjusting lane use on So. 

Union between Maple and Main. The purpose is to improve the ability of school buses 

and parents to off-load children along So. Union by closing the east lane to traffic and 

making it a bike lane shared with buses and cars dropping off students. The 

experiment will last two weeks. There has been some opposition, including the 

vandalization of signs. Edmunds School administration and Local Motion have created 

a survey to gage public response, which is available on either organization's web site.  

Question (Q): I normally come up King to access So. Union and found this was now 

impossible. Is the goal to create a bike lane or to improve safety?  I’ve heard this 

advertised as a bike lane issue. 

Answer (A): Kids on the neighborhood special school bus include those with mobility 

issues and getting them safely to the sidewalk is the goal. But incorporating bike 

access is also a goal. The duration of the pedestrian light on Main is also an issue. It is 

too short. Q. Why not knockouts around the school for buses? No one accesses the 

building from Main but there’s a circular drive there. A. We have this on our map. 

Councilor Karen Paul then said that she’s gotten a number of emails about the pop-up. 

People can either fill out the questionnaire or communicate directly with Edmunds or 

DPW with their concerns. Q. Why not have the buses enter through the existing drive 

from Maple leading to the school parking lot? A. There’s construction going on. And a 

corner is sharp. Q. Which could be redesigned. Q. At polling day, it is hard for 



 

 

pedestrians because cars coming out of the parking lot. There’s a danger there. A. 

Yes,. 

A bump out would be helpful. 

 

3. UVM update:  

Joe Speidel said UVM and the City are collaborating to get ahead of any neighborhood 

problems from students such as noise or other tenant issues. If there are three or more 

incidents and a ticket is issued by the City, Bill Ward of Code Enforcement will visit to 

access quality of life. This program has sharply reduced repeat violations. UVM pays 

the City $100,000 a year to provide police patrols in affected neighborhoods. Over the 

last five years the trend is fewer incidents. This is a data-driven approach. Q. I live on 

Summit St. and the problems arise between 2 and 3 am. A. We are responding as is 

the City Councilor, Karen Paul. Karen Paul then said that tenants turn over annually 

and this makes it challenging but landlords are responding to complaints. UVM and 

Champlain are also distributing welcome bags with behavioral information. Speidel: We 

talk with students about their responsibilities and hold them accountable of off-campus 

infractions, up and including suspending them. Q. Are these City police being paid? A. 

Yes, but campus police also participate. We need people to call when there are 

incidents.  

 

4. City Hall Park Plans:  

Kirsten Merriman Shapiro of CEDO distributed a handout on the project, which started 

in 2012 and has been approved by Council in 2014. In 2016 we began the design work. 

We have had 23 public meetings, including at NPA 6. The planning aim is to balance 

ecology, historic values, and civic needs. We added back trees through this public 

process. Most paths will be ADA accessible. Tree health and storm water are 

addressed. While 32 percent of the two acre park will have impervious surface, this is 

less that what was previously hardscape plus impacted soil. There will be a stand-

alone restroom. Q. I believe the historic aspects such as the existing fountain were 

thrown out the window. The spay fountain planned will be functioning only a small part 

of the year. Who’s going to bring their kids to that? And how are you dealing with 

social problems? A. We have consulted with the Preservation Trust of Vermont on this 

plan and they support the path design. Q. The paved spray fountain area will be empty 

most of the year. A. There will be an upright public art piece there. Q. I love the design. 

I talked to the city arborist and was told there would be 600 flowering shrubs. It will be 

amazing. Q. What happens with the fountain between September and May? A. There 

will be programmable lights, even when there’s no water. Q. I appreciate the City’s 

response to public concerns. I like the design. There will be more places to sit. Q. The 

police said that the former bushes were a security issue because they obstructed sight 

lines. A. These will be no more than waist high. We’ll maintain them. We don’t want 

less open sight lines.  



 

 

 Donna Walters, of Keep the Park Green: She distributed printed material, available on 

https://www.facebook.com/CityHallParkBurlingtonVT/. KPG has been at every 

public meeting on the park; we didn’t involve ourselves just yesterday. Ten mature 

healthy trees are being cut and replaced with saplings for a total tree loss, due to all 

causes, of 28 trees out of 58 existing. Thus 41 percent of the trees will be lost and one-

third of the park paved. While the Farmers Market will be moved to the sidewalk, artist 

vendors will be allowed within the park, recreating the compaction issue. I was on the 

ad hoc committee that was formed with the City to reach a compromise. While we 

saved some trees, we weren’t permitted to address other design issues. We have a 

ballot initiative. (She read and distributed this and requested signatures). It calls for 

cancelation of the current plan and repair and maintenance instead, preserving more 

trees and the historic character of the park. Q. I grew up near the park. Now that 

development is increasing downtown, we need more green space. You have a fountain 

dead for most of the year and many sitting areas lack backs. Where’s the kids’ 

playground? You have designed what is more a mall than a park. But there’s a mall 

nearby on Church St. We need a green area and shade trees. Who’s going to play in a 

fountain without access to towels and a changing area? The design concept is flawed. 

Karen Paul broke in again and answered for the City: The plan has been in process 

since 2011, the Kiss administration. There’s been dozens of meetings. The city arborist 

tells us you need trees of varied ages to make a vibrant canopy. And what we have 

includes trees not suited to a city park. The paths conform largely to ADA standards 

and the park preserves an historic aspect but is also forward thinking. There’s been a 

great deal of community input. Q. How large are the new trees? A. 3.5 to 5 inches in 

diameter.  Q. We need tall trees as we’ve had historically. A. Of the 21 to be cut, some 

could be saved using air excavation tools to address girdling. This isn’t expensive. 

Those in poor condition can’t be saved. Q. The soil will compact again without a 

maintenance plan in place. Venders on the sidewalk will clog up the streets.  

 

5. Wastewater/stormwater bond Issue:  

Megan Moir and Chapin Spencer of DPW presented. Megan said that there was a 

Town Hall on the bond issue available through the City website, 

http://burlingtonvt.gov?DPW?cwrp. Up until 1963, all city sewage went untreated into 

the lake. Since then we’ve had large scale dumping due to the combined nature of the 

sewer and storm water system. In the 1990s we separated parts of the system but 

found out later that surface water was also polluted and if channeled separately, wasn’t 

being treated. Through the combined system, it is now being treated but we still have 5 

points of stormwater overflow that in large rain events dump into the lake. the closest 

is on the Pine St. Barge Canal. Sometimes this direct discharge is due to infrastructure 

breakdowns. The present $30 million bond issue is meant to address these issues 

including enhancement of the low-area pumping system, street paving, pipe relining, 

and disinfecting stormwater. Beer waste is another issue. As an organic, it is digested 

by bacteria but too much of this “high strength waste” leads to problems. It’s the 

http://burlingtonvt.gov/?DPW?cwrp


 

 

amount, not the type of waste. The bond issue will cost the average householder $5.34 

a month. Q. Lake levels fluctuate. Is this a problem? A. Only if lake levels are extremely 

high. We continue to look ahead 20 years to factor in the effects of climate change. Q. 

Is there any recycling of greywater? A. I’m not aware of any use of grey water such as 

for irrigation. Twenty-five percent of the city is on the combined system. Q. Where 

does the separate stream of storm water go? A. We don’t treat it. The present lake 

cleanup plans call for us to address this.  More permeable surface is the solution. That 

includes rain gardens. Those planned for City Hall Park will drain into the combined 

system. Q. Rain gardens require area use. A. The City can help you plan these. Contact 

our storm water program manager.  

6. School Board Update and Bond Issue:  

Clare Wool and Jeff Wick presented. Clare discussed the rationale for the BHS bond 

issue of $70 million on the Nov. 6 ballot. She said that at a conference today, all parties 

from the City, business community, and teachers supported the bond issue. There is a 

Town Hall meeting on the bond issue coming up and tours of BHS are available. Our 

message is that after 55 years, it is time for a change. It would take $30 million just to 

address deferred maintenance. Enhancement of BHS is an investment benefiting the 

entire city. The planning began in 2008 but little happened. Now we are moving 

forward. I want to thank Councilor Paul and the mayor for their support and their 

oversight participation in the process. Q. Will the new BHS have the same student 

capacity? Are you addressing parking lot runoff? A. We will have a larger building but 

the same capacity. As was attempted with the Miller Center, we hope to capture 

revenue through community use of the buildings. With 800 new housing units planned 

between downtown and Cambrian Rise, we anticipate no decline in student numbers. 

BHS, with 1000 students, is now at capacity. We are addressing runoff in the design.  

Jeff: we are working with consultants who have built other schools in Vermont. While 

many projects go over budget, they have built in contingencies. We have the smartest 

people in city government working with us. Q. Who is ultimately in charge and who do 

they report to? A. The school district and the City have established benchmarks. A 

construction manager will be appointed jointly. it won’t be the city construction 

manager but a full-time position. Q. Will he or she report to the board or the 

supervisor? A. I hope both. They will report to a joint City/Board committee. Q. Will the 

project be LEED certified? A. It will be certified under a CHiPS process, which is 

similar.  

 

Meeting ended at 9 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, Charles Simpson 

 
 


