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Minutes
March 24, 2014 Meeting

Committee Members Present: Councilors Rachel Siegel (by phone), Norman Blais, Tom Ayres, 

Others Present:  Lisa Jones, Paralegal, City Attorney’s Office

Staff Support:  Eileen Blackwood, City Attorney (CA)

Chair Siegel called the meeting to order at 11:56

1. Agenda.  Approval of Agenda—moved by Blais; second by Ayres.  Unanimous.

2. Minutes.  Approval of Minutes (as revised 3/19/14) —moved by Blais; second by Ayres.  Unanimous.

3. Public Forum.  No members of the public were present.

4. Discussion of draft resolutions re new commission/board appointment process. 

Resolution on Job Descriptions (dated 3/19/14)—The Committee discussed the Resolution with the changes circulated before the meeting.  Siegel proposed adding a “Whereas” clause between the third and fourth “Whereas” clauses stating that people who are appointed have been notified inconsistently and in a way that is not standardized.  Discussion ensued that it might be better to remove the phrase “and are not selected” on lines 8 & 9. Siegel moved this amendment; Blais seconded.  Unanimous, and the resolution was amended.

Blais asked why the phrase “all UW affiliated orgs” was eliminated.  Siegel recommended that it seemed duplicative to the reference to human service organizations and that it seemed to make better sense to have the Clerk’s office choose to which organizations to send the notice.  Blais and Ayres agreed.  

Blais moved; Ayres seconded to recommend the resolution to the City Council for its 
March 31 meeting as amended.  Unanimous.

Establishment of Nominating Committee (dated 3/19/14)—Blais said that many of these positions are appointed by the City Council with mayor presiding, so the mayor should have a seat at table.  Also, having five members on the committee would be cleaner.  Ayres agreed. Siegel noted that the committee had agreed last meeting that the mayor is the same as every other council member in that respect and can weigh in by talking to members of the committee and/or offering other nominations.  She agreed, however, that it shows him more respect to include him.  Siegel expressed concern, however, about having a committee of 5.  After some discussion, it became clear that she thought it would be hard to find 5 councilors willing to do this job, but Blais and Ayres clarified that the concept called for the mayor to appoint a designee who was not a councilor.  The committee then discussed whether this would be an employee or member of public, but would leave that up to the mayor.
To accomplish this change, Blais proposed amending the resolution by adding on line 11 the words “portion of the” before the words “nominating committee.”  And on line 13, paragraph 2, “The nominating committee shall also consist of the Mayor or the Mayor’s designee.”  Blais moved; Ayres seconded.  Unanimous, and the resolution was amended.

Siegel suggested adding some of language from “whereas” clauses in last year’s resolution, but after some discussion, the committee concluded that was not necessary.

Blais moved; Ayres seconded to recommend the resolution to the City Council for its March 31 meeting as amended.  Unanimous.

5. Other business—Siegel noted that she had received a complaint about lack of emails on the City’s website for commissioners. 

Siegel also noted that she wants to put the survey results memo on the Council agenda.  She will touch base with Infinite Culcleasure to get the revisions to the City Attorney’s office for submission with the agenda.  

CA Blackwood asked whether the Committee wanted to continue to pay the $20 per month fee for the online survey.  The Committee agreed that it has the data and doesn’t need to continue to be able to manipulate it.  Lisa Jones joined the meeting.  She can email survey gizmo and find out what happens if we downgrade.  If we can access data, that’s all the Committee thought it would need to do in the future.  Jones will see if she can turn what she’s already done into a pdf or other format to save it.   The Committee discussed with Jones what information had already been downloaded and analyzed.  Siegel noted that there may be some further information we want, and then we can end the membership.

6. The meeting was adjourned at 12:25 p.m.
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