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7@ Carshare Vermont

Re: Resident Parking Management Plan Amendments

November 28, 2018

Public Works Commission
Cc: Chapin Spencer, Phillip Petersen

Chair Archambeau and members of the Commission,

Please accept the following comments for the public record. We write to thank DPW staff
for their efforts to develop adjustments to the current parking ordinance for the
administration of the Residential Parking Program, and to thank the Public Works
Commission for their careful consideration of these proposals. On behalf of our nearly
1,000 members, we particularly appreciate the proposed clarification of traffic regulations
for CarShare vehicles within residential parking zones, which duly recognizes the role that
each CarShare vehicle plays in significantly reducing private vehicle ownership and
managing neighborhood parking demand.

While we recognize that these ordinance changes to the administration of the RPP are a
first step toward better parking management overall and balancing the needs of users of
streets in particular neighborhoods, we feel it is important to also provide comment on the
first proposed change instituting a fee structure for residential permits. We fully support
the intent behind this change to charge vehicle owners for the private use of what is
public space. Until the full costs of driving privately-owned vehicles (among these, parking
costs) are assumed by drivers themselves and not the general public, cars will continue to
contribute to the degradation of our urban and natural environments. However, we
believe that the fairest and most effective way—both to discourage greater use of
privately-owned vehicles and to compensate the public for their use of public
space—seems to be a rate structure in which the parking permits for the 3rd or 4" vehicle
associated with a given unit are charged at a geometrically higher rate than the 1* or even
the 2", Because each additional vehicle contributes more than the last to the overall
problem of congestion, the rates for each additional permit should reflect that
disproportionate impact, with steeply increasing prices after the first permit. For example,
the first permit for a unit might be $10, but the second $25, third $50, and fourth $100. To be
clear, we are not recommending these specific numbers, but suggesting instead that a
similar pricing structure might be more appropriate and effective in achieving the goals
set for the RPP.

131St. Paul Street Ze info@carsharevtorg
Burlington, VT 05401 P ® (802) 8612340
carsharevt.org F (802) 861-2371



Dear Decision Makers-

| am writing this letter in the place of my absence at tonight’s meeting- | have a commitment at work

that will be going late and apologize for not being there. Please do not take my absence as a symbol of

not caring deeply about this topic.

| honestly don’t know what to say that hasn’t been said before and | am deeply saddened that this
hasn’t been rectified yet. The parking and conditions on our street in the winter months is laughable at
best and completely dangerous at worst. On many occasions over the last several winters mid-sized
vehicles have had difficulty getting down our road (or haven’t been able to pass at all) due to lack of
snow removal and the tight maneuvering from cars being unable to park as close to the curbs as they
should. | have seen rescue vehicles have to park on Archibald and the first responders trudge their
stretcher and all of their equipment down a road that is covered in snow because they cannot pass from
the conditions on our street. The argument made often by the naysayers of changing the parking is that
some rescue vehicles couldn’t make it down our street anyway due to power line placement. That
argument is specifically directed at ladder trucks and not ambulances that can absolutely make the
height restrictions. | dare say it is just as important for the men and women responding to medical
emergencies get to our homes as it is for fire trucks. Beyond this- the ladder trucks could reach both

ends of the street by simply traveling against the “one way” direction.

Some on our street will argue that moving parking will ruin the “esthetic” of our neighborhood. | dare
say that the esthetic stands to suffer quite a bit more from the gorgeous hundred- year old houses
burning to the ground or our neighbors suffering unduly in their homes BECAUSE PEOPLE WANT

CONVENIENT PARKING. Our safety should be your only concern.

Sincerely,

Amanda Young, 14 Germain Street
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