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The mission of the BOH is to educate the citizens of Burlington and to promote, improve and protect their health and well-being while contributing toward building a healthy community and environment in which to live.  



The Honorable Shap Smith

Speaker of the House 

Vermont State Representatives 

115 State Street

Montpelier, VT 05633

Dear Speaker Smith,

The City of Burlington Board of Health appreciates the hard work that you and your colleagues have been dedicating to make sure that any new public policy regarding regulation and taxation of marijuana places public health and safety before all other concerns.  
 
The Vermont Youth Behavior Risk Survey currently shows that young people in Chittenden County are among the most regular users of marijuana in Vermont and smoke more regularly than the US average for adolescents suggesting the current system of prohibition is not protecting our youth.  Current research suggests that adolescent chronic users face greater risks from using marijuana than do older adults.  Specifically preventing youth access to and use of marijuana should be a priority in any new legislation or policy.  

 

Vermont policy and law does not effectively prevent motor vehicle operation while under the influence of marijuana.  Motor vehicle operation under the influence of marijuana may leave operators and others at potentially increased risk of physical danger.  Preventing motor vehicle operation while under the influence of marijuana should be a priority in any new legislation or policy.  

The Board would also encourage legislators to address the additional public health risk related to smoking in public areas.  Vermont statute currently bans smoking tobacco in specified indoor public spaces and many outdoor spaces where minors, particularly, could be exposed to second hand smoke.  THC is detectable in the blood of individuals exposed to second hand marijuana smoke for a period of time after exposure. Expanding current statutes to include marijuana or specifically addressing this issue in any bill regulating or taxing marijuana use would serve to protect critical populations. 

 
While you and your colleagues consider new legislation regarding marijuana regulation and taxation, the Burlington Board of Health urges you and the Vermont State Legislature to improve upon current policy to reduce youth usage of marijuana, drugged driving, and second-hand smoke.  In advance of your consideration, thank you for your efforts on this public health issue.  

 

Sincerely,  
David Casey, RN, Chair 
