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* There are approximately 770 houﬂlng units which exist off the North Ave extension,
north of Plattsburgh Ave turnoff. (Please see map) The bulk of those are north of Forest
{:T
ot

* Additionally there are an elementary school (Flynn), two nursing home facilities, one
water treatment plant, vear round beach dwellers who make fires and a city bus route. We
all use ONE entrance {North Ave) and share ONE Exit on that same road.

At present we are all forced fo pass the school, nursing home entrances and up to a mile of the
North Ave extension to enter or exit our neighborhood. This exceeds, by far, any
recommendation of the Institute of Traffic Engineers (ITE) and makes for a very aldx street, We
are one gas explosion, one major crash, one large fire away from disaster! (see I'TE text)

History

The roadway surrounding property was deeded to and accepted by the City of Burlington by the
Rivers Edge Condo Association in two parcels in March and September 1999, Roadway has
remained blocked off by a privately owned locked gate.

Possible Concerns:

* Size of rcad:
o Northview Dr. 18 2477 at its entry off North Ave

*»  Atthe gate itis 27’.
x Th
Th

e curve 1s 247
1¢ road widens sigﬂiﬁcan‘dy when it becomes Rivers Edge.

That compares favorably to *h“ well-traveled, blind curved roadway of Archibaid as it enters
Prospect Ave. That road is 223" by the cemetery entrance and 24°6” on the curve.

o Forest St is 29717 Woods 1s 2879 at the intersection of Northview
= Both Forest and Woods connect from North Ave to Northview

Affected neighbors — have had a private rcadway for 17 years at the tax pavers expense
Institute of Traffic Engineers Recommendations 2010 edition, section 4.6.2

* “ltis recommended that dead end streets (only one outlet} be no longer than 1000 feet
and serve no more than 30 dwelling units. Within an otherwise connected street network,
the length of dead end streets should be restricted to no longer than 200 feet™.

* The guiding principal is to minimize the number of units with only one direction of
access for BOTH efficiency of traffic circulation and emergency vehicle access.

Preparer: Joyce Walsleben; 917-355-6261; jwalsleben@aol.com




Joyce A. Walsleben
61 Northshore Dr
Burlington, VT 05408
917.355.6261

September 17, 2016

Mayor Miro Weinberger
City Hall - 149 Church St
Burlington, VT 05401

Dear Mayor Weinberger,

The attached petition and information is in response to your letter of April 26, 2016, (attached)
regarding my request to open the interconnecting streets of Northview Dr. (connected also with
Forest and Woods Streets) and Rivers Edge Drive in Burlington. I have included a copy of my
letter of 3/2/16 which more fully outlines my request and activity from 12/3/16 until that time.

Methods: Residents were contacted at their homes or at public places such as the Marathon and
the local food trucks. If they lived north of Barley Rd, the petition was explained using a map of
the area as needed. Questions were answered. Efforts were made to assure that the residents saw
the opening as important for safety not convenience. At least one adult living in the unit was
asked to sign. Only units were counted, although in some cases, more than one resident asked to
sign. Therefore, more signatures than units will be noted.

Results: At this point in time, residents of 238 units (north of Simms St) have been successfully
contacted and those of 224 units have agreed to sign the petition. The overwhelming rate of
acceptance is 94% for units on the west side of North Ave and 30% for those on the east. The
caveat being that only seven units were approached on the east and only residents of two units
signed. Those two residents had been approached prior to an effort by Rivers Edge Association
to defeat any chance of success for the petition there.

Discussion: Unfortunately, someone roiled the residents on the east side of North Ave with
information I had shared. Flyers against the petition were distributed. Residents of Rivers Edge
were prepared in advance: Bach repeated verbatim the same arguments against opening the gate.
As a group they believe 'no emergency incidents have ever occurred and therefore none will
occur in the future’ which demand the gate to be opened. They evidently allow the children to
play in the streets and are concerned about traffic. We sincerely sympathize with that. However,
there was a complete refusal to discuss compromise. When we suggested an emergency situation
such as a person with a heart attack at 4 AM needing an ambulance when North Ave is blocked
by a fallen tree or wire, the answer was, "Well, I guess you would die!" Another suggested if we
‘don't feel safe, we should move’. They do not believe the roads are fully connected and owned
by the city.



Two of their older residents are sure the gate was meant to be permanent. On the other hand,
information from older residents on the west side of North Ave disputes the permanency of the
gate, relaying their expectation of removal when the building was done. Despite an informative
discussion with a Rivers Edge board member, the level of animosity and the lack of any interest
in compromise precluded my feeling safe enough to continue attempting a petition there.

Overall there appears to be a real need to address the definition of ‘emergencies’. There have
been five emergencies/incidents raised by residents during which no attempt to open the gate or
divert traffic occurred.

1) A large fire at North Gate occurred during its construction and residents north of the fire were
shunted up North Ave to the lake until it was brought under control. Those south of the fire
couldn't move because of emergency traffic.

2) There had been a deadly crash where a car was split in half having hit a tree by North Gate.
North Ave was closed. Residents were forced to walk their children past the scene on their way
to Flynn school. Opening the gate would have allowed them to avoid the area.

3) More recently, there was a major car crash around Starr Farm road which shut down the
intersection of North Ave and Plattsburgh Ave. Cars were backed up all around the intersection,
down North Ave and up Plattsburgh Ave for almost two hours before being guided towards the
lake and around the Flynn school yard. Two of my neighbors, each of whom had run to the drug
store for a very ill spouse left at home, were caught in that. One was able to get to Turf and drive
against the flow on the one way street, the other was told to sit in her car and wait.

4) There was a recent lockdown at the Flynn school which locked up the road for over an hour.
Cars were not able to reach Barley Rd to leave the area.

5) Each year, during the marathon, when we have added thousands of people and are essentially
locked in place for hours, the ambulances and emergency vehicles repeatedly make their way
loudly up and down our section of North Ave, causing concern for runners and watchers while
no attempt to at least temporarily open the gate and allow shorter, safer access is made.

Conclusion: How does the city justify locking an interconnecting roadway and effectively

trapping residents of 770 housing units to use a one mile long roadway for ingress and egress? [
am hopeful that you will take the petition into consideration to rectify this issue as promised.

(el o cvatocctun—

¢ Walsleben




Re: Walsleben letter to mayor Weinberger 9.18.16

ATTACHMENTS:
1) Map
2) Information sheet on roadway history and concerns
3) Letter to me from Mayor dated 4.26.2016
4) Petition - 15 pages
5) Letter to mayor dated 3.2.2016



Office of Mayor Miro Weinberger

April 26,2016

Joyce Walsleben
61 Northshore Drive
Burlington, VT 05408

Dear Joyce,

Thank you for your commitment and dedication, and for bringing the Rivers Edge Drive gate issue to
our attention. For the past number of months, my office has reviewed the permit and deed documents
with the City Attorney’s Office and the Department of Public Works to understand the history and
permitting issues involved with the project. Rivers Edge Drive was developed as a private road, and
the gate was originally permitted for that reason. When the street was accepted by the City tei years
later, the gate was left in place, apparently at least in part because the road did not fully meet City
standards.

Generally, before considering a major traffic change and related costs in a specific neighborhood, the
City would like to have a sense of the public support for the action. Therefore, as we have done in
similar situations, we would suggest that if you wish to have the gate removed, you collect signatures
on a petition from the affected neighbors asking the City to consider opening the gate. Generally, the
City would want to see signatures from at least 30% of the properties directly impacted and an equal
share of those not directly impacted that want the street examined to be opened. The directly
impacted streets include: Rivers Edge Drive, Borestone Lane, Forest Street, and Northview Drive.

If such a petition is submitted to the Department of Public Works, the Department will then consider
whether or not to conduct a traffic or other study and whether other improvements or alterations
would be required to carry out the requested change. Any recommendations would then be submitted
to the Public Works Commission (if they involve traffic matters) and/or the City Council (if they
involve other streets issues), and public input would be taken at that time.

If you have questions about the process, please do not hesitate to contact my office or Norm Baldwin at
the Department of Public Works. Thank you. '

Sincerely,

Miro Weifberger
Mayor

City Hall | 149 Church Street. | Burlington, VT 05401
802.865.7272 | www.burlingtonvt.gov



PETITION: to eliminate the locked gate on Northview Dr and Rivers Edge Dr.

by North Avenue north of Barley Road.

To address the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the 770+ residential lots serviced

To augment the ingress and egress capacity to said residents, by eliminating the locked gate

on the public roadway designated as Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive.

when the roadway was accepted by the city.

for emergency services and evacuation.

To honor the original intent of the agreement with the City of Burlington to remove said gate

To bring the area closer to compliance with nationally accepted norms for interconnectivity

We the undersigned request the City of Burlington to take the necessary steps to evl'iminate the locked
gate at Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive, and open the roadway to two-way
neighborhood vehicle passage.
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PETITION: to eliminate the locked gate on Northview Dr and Rivers Edge Dr.

by North Avenue north of Barley Road.

To address the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the 770+ residential lots serviced

To augment the ingress and egress capacity to said residents, by eliminating the locked gate

on the public roadway designated as Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive.

when the roadway was accepted by the city.

for emergency services and evacuation.

To honor the original intent of the agreement with the City of Burlington to remove said gate

To bring the area closer to compliance with nationally accepted norms for interconnectivity

We the undersigned request the City of Burlington to take the necessary steps to eliminate the locked
gate at Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive, and open the roadway to two-way
neighborhood vehicle passage.
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PETITION: to eliminate the locked gate on Northview Dr and Rivers Edge Dr.

* To address the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the 770+ residential lots serviced
by North Avenue north of Barley Road.

* To augment the ingress and egress capacity to said residents, by eliminating the locked gate
‘on the public roadway designated as Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive.

* To honor the original intent of the agreement with the City of Burlington to remove said gate
when the roadway was accepted by the city.

* To bring the area closer to compliance with nationally accepted norms for interconnectivity
for emergency services and evacuation.

We the undersigned request the City of Burlington to take the necessary steps to eliminate the locked
gate at Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive, and open the roadway to two-way
neighborhood vehicle passage.
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PETITION: to eliminate the locked gate on Northview Dr and Rivers Edge Dr.

by North Avenue north of Barley Road.

To address the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the 770+ residential lots serviced

To augment the ingress and egress capacity to said residents, by eliminating the locked gate

on the public roadway designated as Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive.

when the roadway was accepted by the city.

for emergency services and evacuation.

To honor the original intent of the agreement with the City of Burlington to remove said gate

To bring the area closer to compliance with nationally accepted norms for interconnectivity

We the undersigned request the City of Burlington to take the necessary steps to eliminate the locked
gate at Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive, and open the roadway to two-way

neighborhood vehicle passage.
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PETITION: to eliminate the locked gaté on Northview Dr and Rivers Edge Dr.

43
o
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¢ To address the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the 770+ residential lots serviced% 7
by North Avenue north of Barley Road.

¢ To augment the ingress and egress capacity to said residents, by eliminating the locked gate
on the public roadway designated as Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive.

~

&
53

e To honor the original intent of the agreement with the City of Burlington to remove said gate
when the roadway was accepted by the city. }
e To bring the area closer to compliance with nationally accepted norms for 'interconnectivitv
for emergency services and evacuation.

We the undersigned request the City of Burlington to take the necessary steps to eliminate the locked
gate at Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive, and open the roadway to two-way

neighborhood vehicle passage.
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e To address the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the 770+ residential lots serviced

PETITION: to eliminate the locked gate on Northview Dr and Rivers Edge Dr.

by North Avenue north of Barley Road.

¢ To augment the ingress and egress capacity to said residents, by eliminating the locked gate
on the public roadway designated as Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive.

¢ To honor the original intent of the agreement with the City of Burlington to remove said gate

when the roadway was accepted by the city.

e To bring the area closer to compliance with nationally accepted norms for interconnectivity

for emergency services and evacuation.

We the undersigned request the City of Burlington to take the necessary steps to eliminate the locked
gate at Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive, and open the roadway to two-way

neighborhood vehicle passage.
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PETITION: to eliminate the locked gate on Northview Dr and Rivers Edge Dr.

by North Avenue north of Barley Road.

To address the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the 770+ residential lots serviced

To’augment the ingress and egress capacity to said residents, by eliminating the locked gate

on the public roadway designated as Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive.

when the roadway was accepted by the city.

for emergency services and evacuation.

To honor the original intent of the agreement with the City of Burlington to remove said gate

To bring the area closer to compliance with nationally accepted norms for interconnectivity

We the undersigned request the City of Burlington to take the necessary steps to eliminate the locked
gate at Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive, and open the roadway to two-way ‘
.. _neighborhood vehicle passage.
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PETITION: to eliminate the locked gate on Northview Dr and Rivers Edge Dr.

by North Avenue north of Barley Road.

To address the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the 770+ residential lots serviced

To augment the ingress and egress capacity to said residents, by eliminating the locked gate

on the public roadway designated as Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive.

when the roadway was accepted by the city.

for emergency services and evacuation.

To honor the original intent of the agreement with the City of Burlington to remove said gate

To bring the area closer to compliance with nationally accepted norms for interconnectivity

We the undersigned request the City of Burlington to take the necessary steps to eliminate the locked
gate at Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive, and open the roadway to two-way
neighborhood vehicle passage.
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PETITION: to eliminate the locked gate on Northview Dr and Rivers Edge Dr.

¢ To address the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the 770+ residential lots serviced

by North Avenue north of Barley Road.

¢ To augment the ingress and egress capacity to said residents, by eliminating the locked gate
on the public roadway designated as Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive.

¢ To honor the original intent of the agreement with the City of Burlington to remove said gate

when the roadway was accepted by the city.
o To bring the area closer to compliance with nationally accepted norms for interconnectivity

for emergency services and evacuation.

We the undersigned request the City of Burlington to take the necessary steps to eliminate the locked
gate at Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive, and open the roadway to two-way

neighborhood vehicle passage.
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PETITION: to eliminate the locked gate on Northview Dr and Rivers Edge Dr.

* To address the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the 770+ residential lots serviced
by North Avenue north of Barley Road.

* Toaugment the ingress and egress capacity to said residents, by eliminating the locked gate
on the public roadway designated as Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive.

* To honor the original intent of the agreement with the City of Burlington to remove said gate
when the roadway was accepted by the city.

* To bring the area closer to compliance with nationally accepted norms for interconnectivity
for emergency services and evacuation.

We the undersigned request the City of Burlington to take the necessary steps to eliminate the locked
gate at Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive, and open the roadway to two-way
neighborhood vehicle passage.
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PETITION: to eliminate the locked gate on Northview Dr and Rivers Edge Dr.

¢ To address the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the 770+ residential lots serviced
by North Avenue north of Barley Road.

e To augment the ingress and egress capacity to said residents, by eliminating the locked gate
on the public roadway designated as Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive.

* To honor the original intent of the agreement with the City of Burlington to remove said gate
when the roadway was accepted by the city.

* To bring the area closer to compliance with nationally accepted norms for interconnectivity
for emergency services and evacuation.

We the undersigned request the City of Burlington to take the necessary steps to eliminate the locked
gate at Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive, and open the roadway to two-way
neighborhood vehicle passage.
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PETITION: to eliminate the locked gate on Northview Dr and Rivers Edge Dr.

e To address the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the 770+ residential lots serviced
by North Avenue north of Barley Road.

e To augment the ingress and egress capacity to said residents, by eliminating the locked gate
on the public roadway designated as Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive.

e To honor the original intent of the agreement with the City of Burlington to remove said gate
when the roadway was accepted by the city.

¢ To bring the area closer to compliance with nationally accepted norms for interconnectivity
for emergency services and evacuation.

We the undersigned request the City of Burlington to take the necessary steps to eliminate the locked

gate at Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive, and open the roadway to two-way
neighborhood vehicle passage.
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PETITION: to eliminate the locked gate on Northview Dr and Rivers Edge Dr.

e To address the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the 770+ residential lots serviced
by North Aveniie north of Barley Road.

e To augment the ingress and egress capacity to said residents, by eliminating the locked gate
on the public roadway designated as Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive.

* To honor the original intent of the agreement with the City of Burlington to remove said gate -
when the roadway was accepted by the city.

e To bring the area closer to compliance with nationally accepted norms for interconnectivity
for emergency services and evacuation.

We the undersigned request the City of Burlington to take the necessary steps to eliminate the locked
gate at Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive, and open the roadway to two-way
neighborhood vehicle passage.
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PETITION: to eliminate the locked gate on Northview Dr and Rivers Edge Dr.

e To address the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the 770+ residential lots serviced
by North Avenue north of Barley Road.

¢ To augment the ingress and egress capacity to said residents, by eliminating the locked gate
on the public roadway designated as Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive.

¢ To honor the original intent of the agreement with the City of Burlington to remove said gate
when the roadway was accepted by the city.

¢ To bring the area closer to compliance with nationally accepted norms for interconnectivity
for emergency services and evacuation.

We the undersigned request the City of Burlington to take the necessary steps to eliminate the locked
gate at Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive, and open the roadway to two-way

neighborhood vehicle passage.
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PETITION: to eliminate the locked gate on Northview Dr and Rivers Edge Dr.

¢ To address the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the 770+ residential lots serviced
by North Avenue north of Barley Road.

e To augment the ingress and egress capacity to said residents, by eliminating the locked gate
on the public roadway designated as Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive.

* To honor the original intent of the agreement with the City of Burlington to remove said gate
when the roadway was accepted by the city.

e To bring the area closer to compliance with nationally accepted norms for interconnectivity
for emergency services and evacuation.

We the undersigned request the City of Burlington to take the necessary steps to eliminate the locked
gate at Northview Drive where it joins Rivers Edge Drive, and open the roadway to two-way

neighborhood vehicle passage.
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61 Northshore Drive

Burlington VT 05408
- 3/2/2016
Mayor Miro WeihBérger
149 Church St~
Burlington VT 05401
Dear Mayor Weinberger,

I would like to thank you and your staff for meeting with me on the following occasions
regarding the opening of the locked gate on Northview Drive preventing interconnectivity into
Rivers Edge Drive in the New North End. '

12.3.2015 Meeting with Mayor Weinberger and Jordan Redell at the Bagel café
12.7.2015 = Meeting with Jay Appleton for census

~ Various meetings/conversations with councilor Tom Ayres
1.6.2016 Meeting with Mayor Weinberger and Jordan Redell
1.15.2016 ~ Meeting with Norm Baldwin — DPW
1.20.2016 DPW presentation
2.11.2016 Meeting with Councilor Dave Hartnett
-~ Meeting with the Fire marshal
2.17.2016  DPW meeting — spoke with Norm Baldwin
2242016  Meeting with Mayor Weinberger, Jordan Redell, Dave Hartnett, Tom
; - Ayers(café¢) '
NPA meeting later than evening

3.1.2016 - Meeting with North Gate condo management
3.2.2016 - Meeting with Mayor Weinberger, Jordan Redell, and others at café

Let me reiterate that per ITE Neighborhood Street Design Guidelines, current 2010 edition,
section 4.6.2: '

It is recommended thar dead end streets (only one outler) be no longer than 1000’ and
serve no more than 30 dwelling units. Within an otherwise connected street network, the length
of dead end streets should be restricted to no longer than 200, :

The referenced guideline is, in part, to ensure adequate emergency response; to avoid conditions
where events in the roadway restrict first responders from reaching residential units.
Interconnectivity of roadways ensures that multiple avenues of ingress and egress exist for first
responders getting in and residents evacuating out. The existing condition has North Avenue
above Barley Road as one large “no outlet’ condition.

Northview Drive can provide the necessary interconnectivity and therefore provide relief for the
area. However, the roadway is gated and locked, eliminating it as an interconnection, thus
jeopardizing the health, safety and welfare of the citizens residing in the affected area, not to
mention any business or visitors in the area during a crisis.



It is unconscionable that a single incident at or above Barley Rd and North Avenue could result
in North Avenue being blocked, which would eliminate any and all passage of motor vehicles, be
they neighborhood cars, or emergency vehicles. That single incident may be a car crash, downed
tree or electrical wire, gas or water line failure, school lock down or fire. Whatever the blocking
event is, the result will be the same. No emergency vehicle could get into the affected area and
no residents would be able to get out on that route. 5 an

I can only hope that the current alternative plan for emergency responders, which is to cutthe
bolt on the locked road, if necessary for their entry into the area, is effective and timely. The
response time lost in: 1) making that decision; 2) finding the cutter; 3) and acting on it could be
critical to life and death, and further jeopardizes the health, safety and welfare of the residents.
This still does not help those who may need to evacuate or more simply get to work or long
awaited doctor appointments in a timely fashion. T T -

Importantly, a partial relief to this issue has been identified and brought to the city’s attention. It
is in the form of an existing interconnecting public street (Northview into Rivers Edge) that
could provide an alternative point of ingress/egress to the affected area, but for the fact it is
essentially willfully blocked by the city for no known reason. It is important to reiterate this
point as no one has identified why this public roadway is gated.

As noted in the beginning of this letter, it has been three months since I first brought this to your
attention. The fact that a resolution has not occurred is troubling to me. I think it is fair to say
from this day forward that the City should be held responsible for any failure of timely
emergency service or self-evacuation due to the limited ingress/egress to this area resulting from
a locked gate on a city road. A g e

In a time where terrorism and the issues such terrorist acts are exposing in our emergency
response systems and tactics, the public is being constantly told “if you see something, say
something”. Well, this does not just apply to seeing potentially active threats, but also applies to
the ability of first responders to answer a threat. I have pointed out a significant problem which
has the potential to trap residents of over 770 housing units in our city and offered a reasonable
partial correction.

This is no different from why we have a smoke alarm in every bedroom even though we have not
had a fire; why we insist every building with a public area have more than one escape route. We
need to be prepared. ‘

Ido éincerely thank you for your attention and direction with this problem and ask that it be
resolved quickly for the health, safety and welfare of a large portion of the city. -

Respecttully,

Joyce Walsleben
917.355.6261



