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MINUTES FOR REGULAR MEETING OF 

BURLINGTON BOARD OF HEALTH 

DPW Building – 645 Pine St.
Thursday, March 10 2016 at 6:30 PM
Attending:  Austin Sumner, MD, MPH, Julie Hathaway, MD, PHD, Caroline Tassey, APRN, David Casey, RN, William Ward, Health Officer, Patrick Maury, Board Staff
Absent: Mary D. Hart, RN
Also in Attendance: Burlington Police Chief Brandon Del Pozo
Meeting called to order by David at 6:30 p.m.
	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	1. Approval of Agenda and Minutes of Prior Meeting
	
	Austin made a motion to move item 3 “Forum with City Leaders” to item 2.  Item 2 “Vote on request for application of pesticide in the buffer zone at 111 Intervale Road” to be removed from this month’s agenda.  Caroline seconded.  All in favor
Austin made a motion to add a discussion on posted agenda requirements.  Caroline seconded.  All in favor.
Caroline made a motion to approve agenda as amended.  Austin seconded.  All in favor.

Austin made a motion to approve February minutes as is.  Caroline seconded.  All in favor.



	2. Forum with City Leaders
	Police Chief Brandon Del Pozo attended this month’s meeting and spoke with the Board regarding the opioid crisis.  
Chief Del Pozo emphasized that this is a public health crisis with a law enforcement dimension.  A crisis demands 24/7 management and he hopes to see a more energized response.

Chief Del Pozo wants to see two new positions created within the city (Opiate Data Analyst and Opiate Policy Coordinator).  

The Chief advocated for the following steps in addressing the opioid crisis:

1. Treatment on demand.
2. Better metrics.
3. Rapid deployment of resources.
4. Follow up and evaluation of tactics. 

Austin asked the Chief what support he has been receiving from the VT Department of Health.  Austin wants to see a more involved role from the Dept. of Health and expressed the need for an Incident Command/Emergency Operations Center.
David said that there should be weekly meetings on a local level among stakeholders involved in addressing the crisis.  This would include the police department, social services, the Health Department, etc. 
Julie expressed her support of the Howard Center’s Safe Recovery and told the Chief of this program’s importance in addressing the opioid crisis.

Chief Del Pozo gave the Board the following action steps 
1. The Board can be used as a resource to vet policies and lend legitimacy to plans.

2. The Board can acknowledge that over-prescription of opiates is part of the problem and should promote increased transparency in prescribing practices.  

3. The Board can encourage more medical practitioners to get into the business of treating opioid addiction. 


	

	4. Public Forum/Emerging Issues
	No public forum / emerging issues this month

	

	5. Strategic Planning

	The discussion on the opioid crisis with Chief Del Pozo lasted nearly the entire meeting and will inform the Board’s strategic planning.
	

	6. Discussion on requirements of posted agenda


	Austin said that posted agendas should be clear about which city leaders are planning to attend Board of Health meetings.  This month’s agenda was generic “Forum with City Leaders” due to the fact that additional city leaders were invited but unconfirmed it was uncertain who was going to attend.  On future agendas, we will strive to be more specific. 


	

	7. Next Meeting

April 14, 2016
Robert Miller Center


	Vote on approval of pesticide application at 111 Intervale Road.
Renewal of Town Health Officer term

	Austin made a motion to add “Opioid crisis discussion and action items” to next month’s agenda.  Caroline seconded.  All in favor.

	8. Adjournment
	
	Austin made a motion to extend the meeting by 5 minutes past the time-certain ending.  Caroline seconded.  All in favor. 

Austin made a motion to adjourn.  Caroline seconded.  All in favor.



